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Rewired Electrical Services have 

 
 

within the electrical industry. 
 
We pride ourselves on our safety awareness,  
honesty, reliability and communication. 
 

Our belief is that all clients should have absolute 
conĜdence  in our ability to understand their projects  
needs and the working environment. 
 

Whether replacing a small light Ĝtting, or undertaking a 
complete rewire, we are happy to help. 
 

NICEIC REGISTERED & fully insured 
 
   

     Based in Tillington 

30 years experience 

Call: 07740430070 or email: rewiredelectrical @live.co.uk  

Free Quotes and Advice  



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

5th GENERATION, LOCAL FAMILY RUN  
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
 

24 Hours Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Monumental Stones supplied 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available 
Grave Maintenance Service 

 

The Gables, Tillington, GU28 9AB 
Tel: 01798 342174 
Fax: 01798 342224 

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk 
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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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HEATH END FARM SHOP 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Open 8am to 6pm for your every need, from fresh locally 
baked bread, Sodt bread, newspapers, fresh cakes, hot drinks, 
locally brewed beer, brewery 288, eggs, honey, local wine, 
meat, everything we can get locally we will. We have a well 
stocked and unusual selection of almost everything. 
We will try to order in anything you need that we donôt have 
in stock. Telephone  01798 343266 
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K & J CATERING 
FOR ANY OCCASION 
 
1 The Gardens, Fittleworth, Pulborough 
West Sussex  RH20 1HT 
 
01798 865982  
Mobile 07989620857 
email:  kateknight1972@btinternet.com  
 
Kate Knight   

 

 

ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                    

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 9AF  

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

mailto:kateknight1972@btinternet.com
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Fully refurbished with central heating, 
modern kitchen and coffee shop 

Excellent facilities for weddings, parties and clubs 
Ideal for business use, away-days, seminars and exhibitions. 

Wall mounted projection screens 
in house catering and dining facilities for 10 ï 90 people 

Disabled access and toilet, car park 
Excellent rates 

Contact:  Mrs Kate Knight, 01798  865982    07989 620 857 
kateknight1972@btinternet.com 

 
 
 
 

____________________________________________________________ 
 

Groundwork, Excavations and Concreting 
Hard Landscaping, including Patios, Paving & Decking 

Drainage & Environmental 
Septic Tanks & Waste Water Treatment 

Garden Landscaping 
 

Local groundworks contractor with more than 25 years of experience 
Quality and reliability at a competitive price.  Commercial and domestic. 

 
Please contact us to discuss your project and to obtain a free estimate of costs. 

 
 ( 01730 814751 (of̉ce);  07950 035997 (mobile) 

*  info@sussexlandworks.co.uk. 

 



 

 

ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 01798 343512 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 01798 344489 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 01798 343582 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: David Tupper 01798 342343 

 Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: David Tupper 01798 342343 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 
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PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd 

Lychgate Cottage, Tillington, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9AH  
 

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers,  please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

or by hand to The Old Post House, Tillington, GU28 9AF by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 01798 344824  

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely,  Mary Connor, Charles Drake,  
Jenny Lower, Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar,  
Sue Wickham,  

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Jean Huggett  clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 01798 343906 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 01798 344914 

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 01798 343512 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Kate Knight    07989 620 857 
kateknight1972@btinternet.com 

01798 865982 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman:   

Vice-Chairman: Andrew Mills  

Parish Clerk: Hannah-Louise OôCallaghan  clerk@duncton.org  01798 865189.  

Councillors: Vacancy  

County Councillor: Tom Richardson  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 01798 343582 

Secretary: Alison Pindell 01798 343332 

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Hilary OôSullivan, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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EDITORIAL 
 
Back to School, with all the clock-watching of school journeys and getting 
everyone out of the door, with the right kit, snacks and attitude on time! We 
salute all of you facing this challenge. There will be new Uni adventures for 
some, mellow changes in daylight hours and weather, and fruitfulness in the 
orchardsé all part of Autumn, or the Fall, as we apparently used to call it! 
(See Kids Pages) 
 
Our love of our gardens and learning to bring sustainability to our endeavours 
feature in this monthôs magazine. A timely warning about ticks and their evil 
ways, and a delightful piece on the small but somewhat savage Water Shrew, 
by Michael Blencowe, will amuse you (as usual). 
 
The modern day Saga of Superfast Broadband ï which sadly is anything but, 
in Tillington ï will update you on a frustrating 3-year quest by Karen Miller. 
(Page 20) 
 
The gooey, boozy Chocolate Brownie recipe may cheer you up ... so get 
cooking and invite the neighbours! 
 
One thought: the Petworth Minibus (page 13) keeps quite busy, helping those 
who cannot drive to get to the shops. Is there a case for re-introducing such a 
thing in our 3 Parishes?  Please be in touch with the Editorial Team with your 
views.  
 
 
 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

All Hallows Church, Tillington 

Baptism - 13 August: Percy Underwood 
Wedding - 22 July: Amy Dallyn and Miles MacDonald 
Wedding - 5 August: Faith Ruffle and Lewis Ali 
Interment of Ashes - 19 July: Peter Stapley 
  
Holy Trinity Church, Duncton 

Wedding - 12 August: Sian Watters and Guy Shepherd 
Wedding - 26 August: Stacey Bedford and Henry Madgwick 
  
St Mary the Virgin Church, Upwaltham 

Wedding - 29 July:  Poppy Gold and Gary Hart 
Wedding - 16 August:  Maria Edney and Simon Reilly 
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FROM DAVID CROOK, OUR PRIEST-IN-CHARGE 

 
What are the prospects of plenty of September sunshine to help us to forget how 
poor a summer it has been? We are owed some better weather, certainly.  
 
As a new school year begins, our thoughts naturally focus on pupils and teachers. 
Speaking for myself, I always feel rather regretful as September dawns. Why didnôt 
I watch more county cricket? Why didnôt I use those long Spring and early-Summer 
evenings to work harder in the Fittleworth Rectory Garden? By the time this maga-
zine is published, we shall have celebrated Lammas, the festival of the Harvest first 
fruits, at Upwaltham, and shall be preparing for our Harvest celebrations at Dunc-
ton, Tillington and Upwaltham in October.  The major theme of the Autumn óseason 
of invitationô is generosity. This is one of the greatest God-given gifts and, praise 
God, we know how to live in that spirit. Across our villages, people give generously 
and compassionately of their time, talents and resources. Our Ukrainian guests, Olga 
and Sofia, were beneficiaries of that, as they lived among us in Tillington for 18 
months, and we wish them well in their London adventure.  
 
Although I talk about it reluctantly, generosity is also about money. Thank you to 
everyone who financially supports our churches in Duncton, Tillington and Upwal-
tham. Each of them registered modest surpluses last year and we paid in full our 
expected parish shares to the Diocese of Chichester, allowing them, among other 
things, to support church schools and the May youth Camp, to offer essential safe-
guarding expertise and training, and to repair clergy housing. We have also support-
ed a range of smaller charities, as well as the Royal British Legion at Remembrance, 
and The Childrenôs Society at Christmas.  
 
Increasingly, however, we are only able to do this by additional fundraising (always 
with the emphasis on ófunô). Regular expenditure is consistently exceeding regular 
income, and we are facing some considerable expenses for maintenance and repairs. 
So, I am inviting you prayerfully to consider, either whether you may be able to sup-
port your village church with a monthly gift, or, indeed, whether your situation 
might permit a modest increase in what you are already regularly giving. Please be 
in touch with the church treasurer or myself if you would like to commence or 
amend a standing order or direct debit. If you are a UK tax-payer, gift aiding your 
regular donation makes a huge difference over the course of a year.  Not everyone is 
able to do this, of course, so rest assured that your time, talents and prayers are val-
ued equally.   
 
The most certain way for churches to improve their finances is to attract more peo-
ple. A very happy Kidsô Club in Petworth, once again, confirmed our ambition to do 
more for families and children. Research shows that, when two or three families 
start coming to church together, that can be the start of something new and wonder-
ful. It would be fantastic if, across our group of churches, there were a childrenôs 
Sunday School somewhere most weeks. We can make that happen with a degree of 
parental commitment, so please tell me if you are interested. 
 

In friendship, David  
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 
The Tillington and Duncton Facebook pages have proved useful  

for some of usðuse these as well  instead! 

 

Vintage and Modern 
Pre-loved Clothes Sale 

 
 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

SATURDAY 30th SEPTEMBER 
10-12 noon 

 

We need you, please come! 
Free Entry.  Items on sale from Ã5. 

We need your quality pre-loved clothes. 
Menôs, womenôs and childrenôs, in good condition please. 

 
 

PLEASE bring to The Old Post House, or we can collect. 
 Ring Angela GC on 07876 197961 

 

All sale proceeds to All Hallows 
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ALL HALLOWS,TILLINGTON 
 

Come and join us for 
Our All Age Service  

On Sunday 3rd September  
At 10.15. Bacon butties from 9.45. 

 
 
 
 

Elijah ð A Man who Trusted God  
for the Impossible 

TILLINGTON MENSô BREAKFAST 
 

SATURDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 

We are privileged to have the return of the Sussex Police & Crime  
Commissioner, Katy Bourne OBE to speak to us on: 

 
Why does Local Policing Matter? 

 
Tillington Village Hall. 8.15 for 8.30. Ã7 on the door. No booking necessary.  

Gerald at Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com  

 
DUNCTON COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF MACMILLAN 

Friday 29th September.  See page 35 for details. 
 
 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCH 

Friday 29th September.  See page 25 for details. 
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Back by Popular Demand  
 

HARVEST FESTIVAL  
 

INTERNATIONAL  
FOOD FAIR 

 

 

Saturday 14th October 2023  
TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL  

7pm  
Tickets £10 for adults, £5 for children 12 and under  

From Carmen Woodhatch  01798 344777  
Sheila Davis 01798 343351  

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

Tillingtonôs Stupendous Christmas Fair 
is on 

Saturday 25th November 
 

Full details in October Magazine 
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HEARTSMART WALK 
 

Friday, 15th September - 10.30 am 
Petworth Park ï Part 1 ï Ancient Tree Walk  

 

Leader: Gerald.  Duration: 1.75 hrs.   Distance: 3 miles. 
 
Part One of the Ancient Tree Walk is a fascinating walk through the Park trees. 
From 350-800 years old, they are some of the most ancient trees in Europe. 
The Park is dotted with magnificent oaks, beeches and sweet chestnuts, and we 
pass the Beelzebub Oak, which has its own plaque in the wall behind it. The 
walk also passes by recently restored viewpoints at the north end of the Upper 
Pond. The fallow deer, long views and great trees make for a compelling walk.  
 
Meet: Petworth Park, NORTH Car Park.  Bring National Trust card or cash 
(Ã3) for Parking. Grid. Ref. SU966 238.  Nearest Post Code GU28 9LS.  
Contact Gerald on 07748 597 568 if uncertain.  Dogs welcome 

 

 

 
 

Free coffee!  Please come along on 16th September 10.30-noon to find out 
what Midhurst u3a is all about.   
 
Why this date?  Because all over the UK u3as are celebrating u3a week -  
16-24 September - to showcase the activity, learning and fun which takes 
place across the movement every day.  
 
Itôs all voluntary. Like all u3as Midhurst is home to many activity groups 
covering subjects ranging from art history to walking as well as outings and 
social events.  Members draw upon their knowledge and experience to teach 
and learn from each other for pleasure; learning is its own reward. Itôs local, 
social, friendly, and low-cost. 
 
If you are approaching retirement or already partly or fully retired, come and 
find out more at the Midhurst Methodist Church Hall on Saturday 16th Sep-
tember.  It would be helpful if you could email us to say you are coming:  
midhurstu3a@gmail.com.  
 
You can also explore the website: www.u3asites.org.uk/midhurst. 

Midhurst 

mailto:midhurstu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Barbara/Downloads/www.u3asites.org.uk/midhurst
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PETWORTH WARD NEWSLETTER 
 
Autumn is here, life goes on and itôs mostly good. 
 

I donôt often talk about my position on the South Downs National Park Authority 
but since many of my parishes are partly or wholly inside the Park, I wanted to 
mention a little of what has been happening. This year has seen a big turnover of 
members because of the local elections and the Secretary of State adding a few 
new members, with some old ones departing. 
 

Most of what the Park Authority does can be found on the South Downs National 
Park web pages. My biggest input is taken up with planning. One of the interesting 
planning decisions we make is the Boomtown Music Festival, which  takes place 
in the deep valley past Cheesefoot viewpoint just before you get to Winchester.  
This festival attracts over 60,000, people with a staff of some six thousand.  I was 
privileged to attend the first day with other members of the Planning Committee 
and it was an eye opener for those who have never been to a Glastonbury type mu-
sic festival.  I confess to attending only a few many, many years ago.  Whatever 
you think of music festivals, they give a huge number of people pleasure, which I 
for one cannot criticize.  We give planning permission for this Festival, so it was 
good to see it in action. Lots of happy people. 
 

I also sit on a committee of the SDNP called the South Downs National Park 
Trust, which raises money for projects to improve the environment and access for 
all to the Park.  We are gradually replacing stiles with gates to allow access for 
buggies and wheelchairs, and have raised funds to reinstate the dew ponds.  We 
want everyone to be able to enjoy the Downs in all their forms, which are so very 
different along the 120 mile length.  Like all local authorities, we have to run with 
tight budgets but I think we achieve a lot, especially when you see the work done 
in places like the Seven Sisters Country Park.  Now that really is worth a visit, but 
youôll need the day to do it justice. 
 

County Council meetings come to a bit of a halt during August but there are al-
ways e-mails and the odd visit, especially with highways issues.  Be assured I re-
port every highway problem that I see for myself or am made aware of.  If you see 
a white line around anything on the road, it means that since being reported, the 
Highways Steward deems it needs attention and should be attended to within a 28 
day timescale.   
 

We would like to hear from anyone interested in fostering and, as Iôve mentioned 
before, if you know of any carers, young or old, who need help, it is available. 
Many thousands of carers have registered with the County Council but many are 
not registered and we really would like to help carers where we can. 
 

Letôs hope for a lovely autumn and keep safe.  As ever, if you need to contact me 
itôs janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk or mobile 07979152898. 

 

Janet Duncton, County Councillor, Petworth Division 

mailto:janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk
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TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL - 65 YEARS OF HOSPITALITY! 
 
When did you last visit the Village Hall in Tillington?   
 
On 16th August the Hall celebrated its 65th Birthday ð quite a milestone, and a 
tribute to the many in our community who have kept it in good order over the 
years!  Built in 1958, and opened with great ceremony with a grand buffet tea, it 
became an essential community space for everyone. Tillington once boasted a 
village school and a shop, as well as the popular pub and active church, all plac-
es where the community, young and old, rich and poor, could get to know one 
another. The Village Hall was added to give space for everyone to enjoy ð to 
arrange gatherings, celebrations, classes, lectures and meetings of every kind, 
for all the clubs and societies that were so vital to social life. Plays, performanc-
es and all manner of entertainment were centred in the Hall.  
 
In the past 20 years it has been upgraded and modernised, and now comprises a 
large hall area, a smaller meeting room and a well-equipped kitchen. It has two 
screens, one capable of doing Power Point and the other of showing films.   The 
smaller room seats 24 and is used for the Coffee mornings every Wednesday 
morning (all welcome) the Menôs and Womenôs Breakfasts and monthly Village 
lunches. It works well as a small group meeting area. 
 
The large hall houses all kinds of social gatherings - Yoga and Pilates classes, 
Art Classes, Singing for fun, the Joint Menôs and Womenôs breakfasts with a 
special speaker, and community events like the upcoming Pre-Loved Clothes 
Sale (30th September), International Food Festival (October 14th), and the 
Christmas Fair (late November).  
 
Since Covid, the Hall has become significantly underused. The committee who 
look after it would be delighted to hear from you if you have a class to give of 
any kind, a party to hold, a hobby to share, an event to arrange, or a club you 
would like to start. It's perfect for fund raising quiz nights, bingo, art shows, 
flower arranging classes, archive and local history days, Scottish dancing, kidôs 
pizza and ping pong, knitting bees, book clubs ... itôs a great place to come. 
 
There are plans to install 2 EV chargers and reconnect WiFi in the coming 
months. The committee have always longed for access to a small area of open 
space behind the Hall, to increase its facilities.  They continue to press forward 
in hope.  
 
To hire it is extremely reasonable: local residents get a discounted rate and the 
charges range from Ã12 per hour for the small room and Ã200 for the whole 
building for the day.   Look on www.tillington.org for more details and photos.  
Contact Kate Knight 07989 620 857 or 01798 865 982.  kateknight1972 
@btinternet.com 

http://www.tillington.org
mailto:kateknight1972@btinternet.com
mailto:kateknight1972@btinternet.com
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To the people of Tillington!  
 
I, Olga Mykhylichenko and my daughter, Sofia would like to thank all of you 

for your wonderful hospitality and for kindly providing us with a beautiful and 

welcoming home during our stay in Tillington! My daughter and I are lucky to 

have lived in this peaceful and picturesque place! We are glad to have met such 

kind, supportive and caring people! We would like to firstly thank our sponsors, 

Shelley and Fergie Fergusson, who have been our mentors and guides through-

out this time. They took on a lot of responsibility, have organised a support 

group for us, as well as helping us with anything we needed during our whole 

stay here, for which we are entirely grateful.                                                                           

                                             

Also, we thank our kind neighbours and each of the support groups, each of 

whom every day has helped us: Angela, Gerald and Philip, Connie, Vivienne, 

Gill and Geoff, Elaine, Becky, Juliet and Jon, Annie and Bob, Sarah, Jenny and 

Nigel, David, Tina, Vivienne, Carmen, Vivienne and Paul, Lee and Mark, Nata-

sha, Nikki, Barunka and Tom, Lucy and Charlie, Charlotte and Guy, Charlotte, 

Norma, Mike and every person in Tillington for providing such substantive 

help, support and the opportunity to live here in safety. 

 

I would like to thank Catherine and Hugh Rolfe separately for the help they 

provided, for their time and tireless work and support!!! 

 

We thank Priest David and everyone who prays for us and for the future peace 

in Ukraine!!! 

 

All of you are an example of kindness and decency to us!!! 

 

With thanks to you all from the bottom of our hearts, on behalf of all Ukraini-

ans!!! We wish you and your families all the best!!! You will always remain in 

our hearts!!! 

Best wishes and much love, 

Olga and Sofia 

Olga and Sofia made a big move to London on 2nd August, to seek better job 
prospects and a wider Ukrainian Community for them both. We will miss them 
very much and pray for a bright future in East Dulwich. Their time in Tillington 
was hugely appreciated, as this letter affirms. Thanks to everyone involved.   



 

 
   17 



 

 18 

THE ONGOING SAGA OF THE HUNT FOR THE ELUSIVE 

FFTP (FAST FIBRE BROADBAND 

 
Almost three years ago, September 2020, I was made aware of the availability of 
Government and Council vouchers that would support the provision of FFTP to 
órural areasô, which, with luck, included ours. As our broadband has notoriously 
been quite poor, I decided to apply for the scheme thinking that it could benefit 
not just ourselves but others too. What I thought would be a fairly simple process 
turned out to be anything but, with the saga still ongoing. 
 
To begin with it seemed straightforward. After filling out a few forms online and 
gathering some interest from neighbours in Upperton to get enough properties on 
a list, we had initial contact with the Openreach Broadband team. Nothing too 
complicated, right? Oh, how wrong we were!  
 
By April 2021, after some work on their end, Openreach asked that we now in-
clude part of Tillington on our list as we shared a ñlineò with them ï this seemed 
logical, so my daughter and I wrote a covering letter to garner up interest/explain 
the situation before hunting down said properties on ñthe lineò (easier said than 
done it would seem!).  After our little adventure, which even led us over the 
A272(!), we submitted an updated list to Openreach and crossed our fingers. Un-
beknown to us, Openreach removed a few of the original properties from our list 
as they came under a different ñexchangeò, which was unfortunate, but we still 
had enough numbers to apply. After a bit of a wait, we finally heard back from 
Openreach, and hurrah, they gave us a ñquoteò. Even better still, we were assured 
that the Government Vouchers would cover the costs as we had the required 
numbers!  Our hopes were high, but this did not last for long. The lines went qui-
et, and we were left waiting. 
 
Unfortunately, it transpires that Openreach failed to send out communications to 
those interested residents on our list, meaning that we didnôt gain the Govern-
ment vouchers in time and thus missed the initial deadline for the scheme. 
 
Frustration was bubbling.  
 
We were nearly two years down the line and had hit a brick wall. After some hair 
pulling, I contacted Tom Compton and we, with Jon Pollard, formed a small sub-
committee to help support the process and to provide a Legal Entity - The 
Tillington Parish Council. 
 
After more head scratching, I contacted the Broadband team at Chichester Coun-
ty Council as well as Andrew Griffith, to attempt to move forwards. Lo and be-
hold, we were beset by the same issues happening again in April 2023 - another 
missed deadline; another scheme closed, and none of which was our fault.  
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I must say that this was not entirely the fault of Openreach. They found that the 
Department for Culture, Media, and Sport were being incredibly slow to issue the 
vouchers after they submitted our application. The ñstraightforward processò of 
the scheme meant that the department was required to send the vouchers to Open-
reach, who would then forward them to ourselves, so that we could then pledge.  
 
So, where are we now? 
 
August 2023 
 
Alas, we appear to be at another stalling gate.  
  
To move forwards, I have been told that the procurement phase of the new Gov-
ernment ñProject Gigabitò must first be passed (who knows what this means)  
Then and only then can Openreach let us know if we are ñstill covered for the 
vouchersò for the original scheme that we had applied for (Fast Fibre Community 
Partnership)!!!!! 
 
So, whilst we sit on our hands and wait for this ñprocurementò phase to progress, 
Openreach did provide some information as to ñother optionsò that may be avail-
able, these being: 
 

- Our original Fast Fibre Community Partnership Vouchers ï led by Openreach. 

- This new Project Gigabit ï A hyperoptic broadband scheme working with 
Building Digital UK ï currently in procurement and with a moving deadline. 

- The National Commercial Rollout ï I have registered interest, but alas, we are 
not currently covered by the scheme. 

- Fibre on Demand ï Self-funding the entire community process that the vouch-
ers would have covered.  

- Personal independent investment e.g. Satellites (which I have very little 
knowledge about) 

  
I have sent this update to Harsha Desai, our local councillor, as well as contacting 
the Broadband Team at Chichester District Council. As mentioned, I did contact 
our MP Andrew Griffith back in October 2022, who said that he would chase our 
case personally with Ministers and Openreach, to understand where the stalling 
blocks were. I have since had no reply, despite sending a further email in March 
of this year (it appears he is fairly busy in Westminster these daysé).  
My fingers are crossed that we will get some more support with this soon, and 
that we can finally close this chapter of the ongoing saga. 
 

To be continuedé 

Karen Miller 
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WATER SHREW 
 

by Michael Blencowe for Sussex Wildlife Trust 
 
I love Jaws, the 1975 movie which sent three men out into the Atlantic on a 
fishing boat in search of a marauding Great White Shark. Thereôs another 
aquatic monster hunting in the ponds and shallow streams of Sussex. But to find 
a Water Shrewéyouôre gonna need a smaller boat!  
 
Water Shrews weigh 15g and measure just 16cm. Unlike other shrews they 
have an amazing ability to swim and hunt underwater. Theyôre covered in dense 
fur ï vital insulation against the cold and wet. This sleek wetsuit also traps air 
bubbles, transforming the shrew into a furry Aero, helping it stay buoyant. 
Powerful, extra hairy hind feet propel this tiny torpedo through the water.  
 
Water Shrews and Great White Sharks have a common feature that sets them 
apart from their close relatives. They both have a striking demarcation between 
their dark upperparts and their white underparts. Looking from above, their 
black backs blend with the pond bottom or seabed. From below, their pale bel-
lies make them invisible in the sunlit water. Itôs a submarine survival strategy 
that helps conceal both hunters and hunted. And the Water Shrew is both.  

With sharp, red-tipped fangs, a Water Shrewôs jaws are as fearsome as any 
sharkôs. But the Water Shrew has a trick up its teeth. Itôs Britainôs only venom-
ous mammal. When it bites it injects a stupefying saliva which subdues its vic-
tims. In Jaws, the grizzled skipper Quint (Robert Shaw) relates the chilling true 
tale of the torpedoed WWII cruiser Indianapolis, which sank leaving hundreds 
of sailors adrift in shark-infested waters. Well, my mate Barry was once bitten 
by a Water Shrew in Newhaven and his finger went all tingly for about two  
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hours. OK, it doesnôt exactly compare, but the fact that a tiny shrew can make 
such an impact on a human is pretty impressive. 
  
Slice open a dead shrewôs stomach and rummage inside, and youôll find bits of 
beetle legs, snail shells, and fishbones. They are relentless, frenetic hunters. If 
the shrew goes without a meal for more than an hour it will die. What we are 
dealing with here is a perfect engine, an eating machine. All this machine does 
is swim and eat, and make little shrews. Between April and September, the 
mating of the shrew can produce 2-3 litters of 3-15 young. They live a fast, 
brief life. Few of them will survive for more than a year. 
 
The best way to see a Water Shrew is to sit by a Sussex stream as the sun sets. 
Bring a couple of friends and some Apricot Brandy, share some tall tales, and 
wait for a shrew to strike.   

Sussex Wildlife Trust is an independent charity caring for wildlife and habitats 
throughout Sussex.  We rely on the support of our members to help protect our 
rich natural heritage.  Please consider supporting our work.  As a member you 
will be invited to join Michael Blencowe on our regular wildlife walks and also 
enjoy free events, discounts on wildlife courses, Wildlife magazine and our Sussex 
guide book, Discovering Wildlife.  Itôs easy to join online at sussexwild-
lifetrust.org.uk/join  

 
PETWORTH VILLAGE BUS SEPTEMBER 2023 

 

There will be a shopping trip on Friday 1st September to Worthing and The 
Trading Post at Barnham, and to a venue of your choosing on Friday 15th 
August.  There are also trips to the Friendship Centre (Petworth Over 60s) on 
Tuesday mornings, and Bingo on 6th and 20th at 2.00pm   
 
The Pub Lunch on Friday 29th September will be at The Fox in Patching, (to 
be confirmed).  Booking essential through me.  
 
Trips could be arranged on a Tuesday afternoon to Lidl in Billingshurst if 
wished.  Please contact me if interested. 
 
A reminder that the Petworth Minibus is part of the West Sussex Community 
Minibus Association and is not for the exclusive use of the Petworth Over 
60ôs.  Everyone is welcome to join. 
 
For booking and further details please contact local organiser Caroline 
Stoneman on 01798 342942 



 

 22 

JUST A TICK 
 

Recently, I picked up a tick, after gardening in loose canvas shoes in long 
grass.  I was not aware of it for several days and thought it must be a thorn 
under one of my toes, which was becoming increasingly uncomfortable.  Rais-
ing my foot for inspection, it was confirmed there was a little lump, possibly 
an infected splinter or thorn.  Unable to see under my foot, I squeezed with my 
fingers and the little swelling came away. To my surprise, it had a head and 
legs. A medic friend confirmed it was a tick (see photo of my tick). 

Ticks are on the increase, partly due to climate change and longer seasons of 
warmer weather.  I was lucky ï the tick came away complete with head.  The 
risk of Lyme disease is greater if the tick is not removed whole and the head 
remains under the skin.  The ticks carries a bacteria ï Bacteria Borrelia, which 
infects and spreads through the lymphatic system and bloodstream.  A bulls 
eye red mark can appear, which signals you are at risk of attack on your im-
mune system.  Seek a doctorôs appointment if you ever develop such a bulls 
eye red rash, as early treatment is important. 
 
Symptoms of Lyme Disease include severe headache and flu-like debilitating 
tiredness and aching muscles, and can result in loss of muscle tone and even a 
drooping face.  
 
Prevention is important, so cover up well with protective clothing and insect 
repellent when out and about in rural areas with long grass and overhanging 
branches.  Deer attract ticks and dogs too can pick up ticks, so do check your 
dog if you have been out in the countryside.  There are not many cases of 
Lyme disease infection locally, but I can vouch for the fact that we do have 
ticks about. 

 
Sue Laker, Duncton 
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NEW BENCH IN ORCHARD 

Farewell Tillington 
 

We first came to Tillington in January 2017 for a weekend away from Lon-
don. We stayed at the Horse Guards and it was love at first sight. The 
weather was freezing cold and the night sky was clear and full of stars, the 
pub was warm and welcoming. We couldnôt believe that such an idyll exist-
ed only an hour from London. We walked in the Park and exclaimed over 
the extraordinary sharpness of the light, frozen ponds and the views of the 
Downs. A few months later, as we pondered a move out of London, Tilling-
ton was entered into the search bar of Rightmove, and there it was! The 
dream cottage! After our viewing (and of course another meal at the Horse 
Guards) we put an offer in immediately.  
 
We moved into the house in May 2018, and were married in the church in 
July. Straight away we felt welcomed into this friendly and vibrant village, 
and we knew that we had made a wonderful decision. We both commuted in 
to London every day for two years, and the joy of driving down the road 
past the recreation ground towards the village at the end of a long day was 
the best feeling in the world.  
 

In November 2021, Teddy was born and we were bowled away by the kind-
ness and generosity of our neighbours. For the first weeks after he was born 
there was a steady stream of cards, presents and lasagne.  
 

We will always have wonderful memories of living in Tillington. The so-
cially distanced VE Day celebrations in lockdown, the Platinum Jubilee par-
ty, wine kindled bonfires and of course our wonderful friends and neigh-
bours.   
 

So it is with somewhat heavy hearts that we are moving away down to Dor-
set. We will miss everyone terribly, but have the consolation of living a 
walk away from the sea and close to family. We will be back regularly to 
visit friends and who knows, perhaps one day we will come back to live the 
West Sussex life again.  
 

Emily and Will  Ford 
 

This lovely letter was sent in June but unfortunately just missed the printing dead-
line for the July/August magazine é Ed. 



 

 

RACTON RUIN 

The tranquil Hamlet of Racton near Funtington boasts little more than a few 
cottages and a church. Perched high on the hill behind, stands an atmospheric 
and imposing Grade II Listed Ruin, or a monstrous, graffiti and rubbish-ridden 
eyesore with a disturbing ambience, depending on interpretation. The ruin is 
allegedly haunted by brick-hurling spectres, by an apparition of a woman, and 
even by a phantom tractor! Climbing up the footpath leading past the site, 
whilst on a morning walk, I was relieved that nothing more menacing than a 
robin greeted me. I did, however,  catch a fleeting glimpse of an ethereal, grey, 
poodle-like face near the ruins! The oppressive tower glowers down from al-
most eighty feet, and it is undeniably creepy and creeper-covered, even on a 
sunny day. Sceptics might blame reports of spooky shenanigans on drugs and 
alcohol imbibed during illegal raves held at this isolated spot. 

George Montagu-Dunk, 2nd Earl of Halifax 
(1716-71), commissioned the building, but 
nobody knows why. He might have intended 
using it as a summerhouse for his nearby 
Stansted Park estate, or as a lookout to watch 
his merchant ships approach Emsworth har-
bour on the Solent. The architect, Henry 
Keene, designed the tower, probably assisted 
by his son, Theodosius. Built between 1766 
and 1775, the red-bricked structure was faced 
with flint and lay on a triangular base. Three 
smaller turrets flanked the large central tower, 
one at each vertex, and moulding and plaster-
work fragments which were seen last century 
indicated a grand interior.  

Sadly, whatever the Earl began doing in his folly was cut short because he died 
before it was completed. Leaving behind no legitimate male heir, the estate 
passed to his daughter, Anna Maria Montagu, but a wealthy merchant named 
Richard Barwell soon purchased it. After Barwellôs death in 1804, there were 
several changes of ownership, before the estate was dispersed in the early 20th 
century. By 1862, the tower was already described as óan old ruinô, and many 
decades of deliberate vandalism and storms have since ravaged it further. None 
of the floors remain today, most of the flint has gone, and the roof has col-
lapsed. No trace remains of the attractive landscaped grounds in which the 
building originally stood. 
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Planning permission was granted to convert the tower into a house but this ex-
pired before work commenced. The ruin has been owned by Mark Talbot 
(architect) since 1987, and he submitted a further planning application to con-
vert it into a private dwelling. However, this was rejected in August 2020 on 
the grounds that the towerôs special architectural and historical interest would 
be undermined by this óunsympathetic form of developmentô. For now, Racton 
Ruin seems destined to continue its relentless descent into rack and ruin. 

Tina Bahns 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
It is with great delight that we announce that Gerald Gresham-Cooke is to 
receive the Order of St Richard.  This is  in recognition of his outstanding 
work, over many years, sustained by his strong Christian faith, on behalf of 
the church and community in Tillington, the wider Petworth area and the 
County of West Sussex.  
 
Gerald will receive his award from Bishop Martin at an Evensong service at 
Chichester Cathedral, at the end of September.    

 
TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL LUNCH 

 

You are warmly welcomed to our Monthly Lunch 

on Friday, 29th September 

at 12 noon for 12.30 

Tickets Ã7.50 at the door 
 

If possible let us know if you would like to come to the lunch 

Phone Gillie (3442231) or Mark (344489) 
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TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM CHURCH 

SERVICES DURING SEPTEMBER 2023 

  All Hallows  
Church,  
Tillington 

Holy Trinity 
Church, 
Duncton 

St Maryôs 
Church, 
Upwaltham 

Thirteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 
3 September 

Breakfast Church 
9.45am/All-Age 
Service at 10.15am 

    

Wednesday 
6 September 

BCP Holy Communion 
at 10am 

    

Fourteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 
10 September 

Parish Communion 
at 9.30am 

with wedding blessing for 
Jo and Lee Blanchard 

Parish 
Communion 
at 11am 

  

  

Fifteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 
17 September 

  

BCP Holy Communion 
at 9.30am 

  

  Country Service 
at 11.30am 

Five-parish Evening Prayer online via Zoom at 6pm.  Please 
contact David to register for his weekly email with Zoom links. 

Wednesday 
20 September 

BCP Holy Communion 
at 10am 

    

Sixteenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 
24 September 

Morning Prayer and 
Praise 
at 9.30am 

BCP Holy 
Communion at 
10.30am 

We welcome Revd 
Canon John Bundock 

  

Seventeenth Sunday 
after Trinity, 
1 October 

Breakfast Church 
9.45am/All-Age 
Service at 10.15am 

    

Additional services in our group during September: 

3 September: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion 
at Stopham 
10 September: 8am BCP Holy Communion at Fittleworth; 9.45/10.15am Breakfast/All-
Age Service at Fittleworth; 6pm BCP Evensong at Stopham 
17 September: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion 
at Stopham. 
24 September: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am Harvest Festival 
(Music and Readings) at Stopham 
1 October: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion at 
Stopham 

David Crook, Priest-in-Charge 
(david.crook15@btinternet.com; 01798 865473) 



 

 

Spot the 6 differences  



 

 

Makes: 8 servings 

Prep Time: 15 minutes 

Cook Time: 15 minutes 

Total Time: 30 minutes 

Created By: Mary Carter 

BLACKBERRY ICE CREAM 

Ingredients: 
1 cup of balsamic vinegar 
1 1/2 cups fresh blackberries 
3 cups vanilla ice cream 
2-4 tablespoons honey, optional 
Fresh mint to decorate 

1. Over low heat, stir the vinegar occasionally in a medium 
saucepan. Allow to reduce to į cup, so itõs thick enough 
to coat a spoon. Set İ cup reduced vinegar aside.  

2. Add berries to saucepan with remaining İ cup reduced 
vinegar. Cook over medium low heat until berries are sof-
tened and well combined to make a thick sauce, about 10 
minutes, stirring often. 

3. Cool berry mixture thoroughly. 
4. Allow ice cream to soften slightly. Layer ice cream and 
berry-vinegar mixture alternately and stir until layered 
evenly, but not incorporated. Freeze until ready to serve. 

5. Taste reduced vinegar for sweetness. If desired, stir in 
honey to make it sweeter. Drizzle over ice cream, and 
garnish with fresh berries and mint. 

https://farmflavor.com/at-home/cooking/mary-carter-food-stylist-recipe-developer/


 

 

Autumn or Fall? 
 
What do  you call the next few months?  Why do some people say 
òFalló.  We think of it as being what the Americans say, but actually 
it used to be commonly used here in the UK! 
 
What distinguishes autumn from summer?  
 
Firstly trees start to prepare for winter and the leaves start to 
change colour and drop off. (fall!!)  
 
Why and how do they change colour?  There is a chemical called 
Chlorophyll which makes trees leaves green, and it stops production 
as the trees prepare for winter.  Other chemicals start to act and 
change the colours of the leaves.  Some of these chemicals are the 
same ones that gives carrots and egg yolks their colour?  I didnõt 
know that! 
 
Another strange fact is that more people born in the autumn live to 
be 100 than people born at other times of 
the year.   
 
Yet another association with autumn is 
 

Persephone's return 
 

Who is Persephone? 
 
In Greek mythology, autumn began 
when Persephone was kidnapped by 
Hades to be the Queen of the Under-
world. In distress, Persephone's moth-
er, Demeter (the goddess of the har-
vest), caused all the crops on Earth to 
die until her daughter was allowed to 
return, marking spring. 
 



 

 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCES! 
This is a hard one!  Nine differences, can you spot them?? 

I canõt!!!! 
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RAINFALL FOR JUNE & JULY 2023 

Recorded by Fran Trimming in River 
(previous years recorded by John Mayes in Haymarsh) 

Year July Year-to-date June 

2023 76ml 470ml 17ml 

2022 6ml 258ml 45ml 

2021 123ml 574ml 120ml 

2020 26ml 379ml 44ml 

2019 55ml 354ml 91ml 

2018 9ml 50ml 527ml 
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GARDEN NOTES 
 
I will be giving talks on sustainable gardening at The Floral Fringe Fair at 
Loxwood Meadows, on 2nd/3rd September. Itôs a fantastic event, so do come 
and say hello! September is for harvesting our native blackberries, a rich 
source of Vitamin C. I absolutely love the taste and colouré.I HATE the pips! 
I always cook mine with a little water and sugar until it makes a rich, thick 
syrup which I strain through a sieve to get rid of those ghastly pips, then 
freeze in ice cube trays. All through the winter, I will defrost an ice cube or 
two to add to whatever pudding is on the go. Delicious! 
 
Iôm starting an óAllow a Wildflowerô section and this month itôs Teasel 
(Dipsacus fullonum). Seedlings of Teasel have wide green rough leaves and, 
after creating a sound root system, will begin to reach for the skies, getting as 
tall as 3m (great for supporting climbers!). The flowers are spiky cone shapes 
with tiny purple flowers and are very architectural. Once the flowers are fin-
ished leave the seeds to feed goldfinches through the winter, and they will also 
self seed in your garden. Teasels will stand upright throughout the winter. I do 
cut some stems to make a fantastic addition to Christmas table displays or 
wreaths. Have I persuaded you to Allow this Wildflower in your garden? 
 
If willing to leave herbaceous plants to die off where they grow, and able to 
curb the desire to tidy up your garden for winter, you will greatly assist wild-
life in your garden. If you simply cannot abide this idea, consider the óchop 
and dropô approach; chop it down, but leave it on the soil surface to provide 
shelter for wildlife and to mulch your soil; rotting down óin situô instead of 
taking it for a walk to your compost heap, only to walk it back again later. If 
the material is bulky, chop it down further into smaller parts and leave that. 
Give it a try if you havenôt already, and make a point to notice what wildlife 
uses this habitat during the winter, such as overwintering insects that might 
later feed the birds. 
 
If you are now mowing your lawns again after No Mow May to August, do 
put the cuttings onto your compost heap as a brilliant activator. You will need 
to loosen the cuttings by stirring with a garden fork, otherwise they will either 
clump together and become grey, dry and anaerobic in the middle or, if they 
are too wet, they will cling together in a slimy mess. Loosening the cuttings 
allows air into the pile, which will make it aerobic again and will rot down 
beautifully. Alternatively, you can use grass cuttings as a mulch straight onto 
your borders. If it is during a very dry period, water them when on your bor-
ders to prevent them from blowing away, and then just leave them to rot down 
and feed your soil. Until next monthé. 

 

Beverly Exall BSc, MCIHort, MPGCA 
07867 544845.  www.gardensrevitalised.co.uk 
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TRIALS OF THE MOTHER OF THE BRIDE (AND GROOM) 

This summer made me both a MOB and a MOG. One of the joys of being the 
brideôs mother is helping to find the perfect wedding dress  ï an opportunity for 
some outings with a usually ñtoo busyò daughter.   You know when youôve 
found ñthe oneò, because you will be fighting back a tear at the sight of your 
lovely girl in a froth of white looking searchingly at you for approval. 

How can you refuse any request (reasonable or otherwise) to make their big day 
special.  Gentle persuasion that a local caterer and few canapes would be enough 
did not work.  It had to be the French chef and a three course meal. 

ñNow Mummy, what are you going to wear ?ò  Off again to the shops but defi-
nitely a less joyous task.  Finally we find a ñnot too formalò dress, which daugh-
ter says looks lovely. ñNew nightie ?ò asks Mike when I get it home.  So I send a 
selfie to ñbestieò in London for her opinion.  ñWonôt do at allò she says.  ñBring 
it to me to alter to fit properlyò. 

Off to northern France to buy champagne ï no cost saving there as the 2009 vin-
tage tastes so good, we succumb to wild extravagance.   Back to slave in the gar-
den ready for the arrival of the marquee.  But ñbestieò has been busy and not 
finished my dress, as altering a bias cut hem is apparently a ñpigò.  So off shop-
ping again, and shell out for another dress and have to buy another new hat too.  
Ouch ï this is hurting my bank account. 

The day arrives and so does the chef, who declares martial law banishing us 
from the kitchen, where a team of eight takes over.  But the wedding day is glo-
rious, everything is perfect.  We cross the road to Holy Trinity for a happy ser-
vice, the church full of friends and family, and decorated by local friends ï per-
fect and no florist involved.  A beautiful day, and we have gained a son-in-law 
but in less than eight weeks, it is time to do it all again. 

ñNo French champagne, Mum ï could you just buy 12 litres of gin and Iôll order 
a keg from the pubò says my boy.  ñAre you sure, Darling - thatôs lot of gin and 
beer  - wonôt there be plenty of wine ?ò  ñOh yes, thereôll be plenty of wine too.  
Youôll see, Mum ï theyôll drink it allò.  This time it is a barbeque, with as much 
red meat as possible.  They choose a different part of the garden for the marquee, 
so I am weeding out brambles all over again, hands blackened with grass stains, 
arms and legs covered in bites and scratches. 

ñCould you just do a buffet lunch for 14 for the day before, please Mum as 
ñsoon to be wifeôs familyò are all coming to help.  ñBit lateò, I find myself think-
ing.  But at least I have a dress and a matching headband, perfectly sewn for me 
from the shortened hem of Dress No. 1 by ñbestieò. Another wonderful wedding, 
Holy Trinity again filled with flowers, and the brideôs Welsh family lifting the 
roof with their rendering of ñGuide Me, O Thou Great Redeemerò. Two wed-
dings done and dusted ï an unforgettable summer! 

Sue Laker, Duncton 
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HERITAGE OPEN WEEKEND: 16th/17th SEPTEMBER 
 
Hundreds of places and spaces that arenôt usually open to the public, are get-
ting ready to open their doors as part of Heritage Open Days this September, 
on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th. 
 
In Petworth, heritage sites are opened for free, including Petworth House, the 
Petworth Cottage Museum, which isnôt a conventional  museum, and the fabu-
lous Coultershaw Heritage Site, with its very unusual 1782 Beam Pump and 
waterwheel.  
 
Visitors to Burton Mill will see a water-powered heritage mill in action. We 
will be milling stoneground wholemeal and white bread flour from locally 
grown wheat, throughout the day. There will be working stationary engines 
and other historic machinery on display, along with a small exhibition on the 
history of the mill. Free entry. 
 
Walking Tours of the town are also available via the 
National Trust ( Petworth House) website; come 
and discover the nooks and crannies of Petworth. 
 
A free open topped Vintage Bus will be parked in 
Market Square, setting off every hour from 11am  
for  Coultershaw Bridge and Burton Mill, making 
five trips on both Saturday and Sunday. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to see ñbehind the 
scenesò, free of charge.  
 
Full details are at Petworthheritage.org,  
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BACK TO WEST SUSSEX 

          
I was born in Australia, but if asked I would say I grew up in West Sussex, 
having moved here when I was about seven. It was here in Duncton that I got 
on with most of my growing up, splitting my time between school and roam-
ing around the woods with my dog, until I reached adulthood and headed up 
to Edinburgh for university. There I met my now husband, and together we 
settled in Finland for a few years. 

I loved Helsinki. I loved going for long night walks and watching the hares 
and hedgehogs that lived on the lawn outside our apartment building, or just 
existing in the deep silence you get when snow muffles everything. There is a 
strange kind of joy in going for a walk when the temperature is below -30oC 
and your eyelashes freeze together.  

Having said that, when we got the option to move back to West Sussex it was 
not a difficult decision. While the move was primarily to facilitate me enter-
ing teacher training, which I will begin in September, this is a beautiful part of 
the world to which it is a privilege to return. 

I missed living in the woods, surrounded by nature here in Duncton. The 
wildlife here is phenomenal. Whilst I am yet to see a hedgehog in the UK, in 
the garden alone I have seen deer, including antlered stags and spotted fawns, 
newts, unnumbered frogs and toads, mice, shrews, and even a few grass 
snakes and glow worms, not to mention the unnumbered birds and bats. Last 
year we even got common lizards, which despite the name I have never seen 
before in the UK, and was thrilled to spot.  

This year, I got to cross off seeing stag beetles 
from my bucket list, as we have had both males 
and females in our garden, which has been won-
derful to see. I hope to see far more in the future. 
If anyone is interested in luring these impressive 
beasties into their own garden, it is important to 
note that the larvae need to be underground eat-
ing wood for between three and seven years, so 
leaving stumps in the ground is one of the best 
ways to give them a hand. 

I am looking forward to building my life here for the foreseeable future, and 
getting on with as many walks as I can fit in around lesson planning and 
marking. 

Bella Mills 
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THE GLORY OF THE GARDEN  
 

by Rudyard Kipling    
 
Our England is a garden that is full of stately views, 
Of borders, beds and shrubberies and lawns and avenues 
With statues on the terraces and peacocks strutting by 
But the Glory of the Garden lies in more than meets the eye. 
 
For where the old thick laurels grow, along the thin red wall, 
Youôll find the tool and potting sheds which are the heart of all 
The cold frames and the hot-houses, the dung-piles and the tanks, 
The rollers, carts and drain-pipes, with the barrows and the planks. 
 
And there youôll see the gardeners, the men and óprentice boys 
Told off to do as they are bid and do it without noise 
For, except when seeds are planted and we shout to scare the birds, 
The Glory of the Garden it abideth not in words. 
 
And some can pot begonias and some can bud a rose 
And some are hardly fit to trust with anything that grows 
But they can roll and trim the lawns and sift the sand and loam 
For the Glory of the Garden occupieth all who come. 
 
Our England is a garden, and such gardens are not made 
By singing óOh, how beautifulô and sitting in the shade 
While better men than we go out and start their working lives 
At grubbing weeds from gravel-paths with broken dinner-knives. 
 
Thereôs not a pair of legs so thin, thereôs not a head so thick,. 
Thereôs not a hand so weak and white, nor yet a heart so sick 
But it can find some needful job thatôs crying to be done 
For the Glory of the Garden glorifieth every one. 
 
Then seek your job with thankfulness and work till further orders 
If itôs only netting strawberries or killing slugs on borders 
And when your back stops aching and your hands begin to harden 
You will find yourself a partner in the Glory of the Garden.                                  
 
Oh Adam was a gardener and God who made him sees                                                       
That half a proper gardenerôs work is done upon his knees 
So when your work is finished, you can wash your hands and pray 
For the Glory of the Garden that it may not pass away! 
And the Glory of the Garden it shall never pass away! 
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ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET  
 

by Michael Blencowe for Sussex Wildlife Trust 
 
One of my favourite quotes from The Simpsons comes from Springfieldôs vet: 
ñI love animals. I spend my life saving them and they can't thank me. Well, the 
parrots can.ò No animals are more famed for their ability to talk than parrots. 
Sure, their ótalkingô is more mimicry than witty after-dinner conversation ï a 
feathered echo chamber ï but whether theyôre chanting ópieces of eightô on a 
pirateôs shoulder or swearing in front of Auntie Ethel, we humans have been 
entertained by their backchat for centuries.   
  
There are around 400 species of parrot on our planet. Their native range en-
compasses pretty much everywhere south of the Tropic of Cancer. For us Brits 
their beautiful plumage embodies the exotic; the mystery and excitement of 
faraway lands. So imagine my surprise when I first saw a big green parrot fly-
ing around in Sussex.  
  
The Rose-ringed (or Ring-necked) Parakeet looks ridiculously out of place 
amongst our comparatively drab Starlings, Wood Pigeons and Crows. With its 
garish green plumage and red beak, it stands out like a clown who has gate-
crashed a funeral. And with that squawk ï that incessant, demented squawk ï 
thereôs no ignoring it.   
  
South East Englandôs Parakeets are among the worldôs most northerly parrot 
populations, but how did they get here? Some believe they made their great 
escape from an East London film studio in 1951, after starring alongside Bo-
gart and Hepburn in óThe African Queenô. Others claim that the Parakeets 
were set óStone Freeô by Jimi Hendrix, who liberated them from their plastic 
cage in his girlfriendôs London flat. I rather like the idea of American sixties 
icons being responsible for the spread of non-native species across the UK. 
Perhaps Sonny and Cher smuggled Grey Squirrels in through customs under 
their furry waistcoats, or a tousle-haired Bob Dylan secretly released some 
American Mink out of the stage door of the Albert Hall in ô66. 
  
The truth is, with tens of thousands of Parakeets being imported into the UK, it 
was no surprise that a few slipped their chains and flew the coop. Since the end 
of the sixties, these free spirits have been recreating the Summer of Love 
across the capital. Forming feral colonies, the Parakeets have filled the air with 
their joyous, intolerable screeching and squawking; sounds that would make 
Hendrix and Dylan proud. And as for free love, their blatant fornicating in 
Londonôs parks has led to a Parakeet population explosion. They were once 
established in the (sub)urban jungle of Brighton and lived in the trees of Hol-
lingbury from 1977 until the mid-nineties. Surely itôs only a matter of time 
before the Rose-ringed Parakeet moves into suburban Sussex. 
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MY DESERT ISLAND DISCS  
 

By Pat  Darley 
 
 

1. THE CLICK SONG - Miriam Makeba. 
Bente and I lived in Nigeria for three years and Miriam Makeba 
was known as the Queen of Africa 
 

2. PEARLôS A SINGER - Elkie Brooks 
That husky voice has long been a favourite 
 

3. ISLANDS IN THE STREAM -  Dolly Parton and Kenny Rogers 
A great favourite and appropriate for the setting ! 
 

4. IMAGINE - John Lennon 
One for a quiet night 
 

5. BEETHOVEN'S FIFTH 
One for a stormy night 
 

6. ONE FINE DAY- Madame Butterfly- Maria Callas 
Nothing could be better. Liquid gold! 
 

7. LARAôS THEME Doctor Zhivago - Instrumental 
The ultimate romantic tearjerker 
 

8. POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE - LAND OF HOPE AND GLORY
- Played and sung at the last night of the Proms 
Bente and I were lucky enough to get seats for the Queenôs Jubilee 
Concert  "Proms in Buckingham Palace Gardensò, in 2002. 
12,000 of us sang our hearts out with this, at the end of the concert 
 

Book - Simon Sebag Montefiore - THE WORLD 
 
Luxury - A Fishing Rod - for Recreation - but failing that an endless 
supply of Cheddar Cheese 
 
 
Pat and his wife Bente have lived in Duncton for 
the last thirty years. Patôs career was in the pa-
perwork and printing industry, based in the UK 
and on three other continents.   They have four 
daughters, spread over three continents! 
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COFFEE MORNING IN AID OF MACMILLAN 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday 29th September, we will be hosting a coffee morning in aid of 
Macmillan. This will take place in Duncton Village Hall between 10.30 and 
12.30. We are planning a stall where honey and jams will be sold and, of 
course, the usual cakes. There will also be a table for selling new or excellent 
condition goods and a raffle. 
 
We would love donations of cakes, jams, items for a raffle and any goods 
that can be sold. We will have a QR code so that things can be paid for by 
card, and there will be a box for cash, for those who prefer that. 
 
Please put the date in your diary as itôs an excellent opportunity for everyone 
to get together and fund raise for this amazing charity which has touched so 
many lives. 
 
Further information from Helen on 344602, Sue on 344352, Louise on 
344494. 
 

Helen Clifford 

ABOUT MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT 
 

The Macmillan Cancer Support Charity offers support in many forms to peo-
ple affected by cancer.  The website www.macmillan.org has a wealth of in-
formation about cancer and treatments.  Support ranges from direct financial 
assistance (cancer can be expensive), to linking people with the same type of 
cancer to talk about their experiences, to the provision of specialist nurses to 
advise, care and support throughout treatment. 
 
The charity was set up in 1911 by Douglas Macmillan, whose father died of 
the disease, and has grown over the decades to provide invaluable support to 
all those unfortunate enough to suffer from cancers.  The coffee mornings to 
be held across the land on 29th September offer an opportunity to help raise 
funds for Macmillan Cancer Support.  Please come along to the Duncton cof-
fee morning if you possibly can. 

http://www.macmillan.org
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