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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 

 

TILLINGTON 
VILLAGE HALL  

Available for Hire 
 

Large main hall with facilities for up to 90 seated dining. 
Suitable for parties, classes, clubs, exhibitions, etc 
Smaller room for meetings, coffee mornings, etc. 

Fully equipped kitchen.  
Disabled access.  Small car park with 2 EV charging points. 
Reduced rates for residents and regular hirers.  

See Tillington Village Website for hire rates and further information 
or contact booking secretary: Juliet Pollard 01798 368246 

tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 
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Bathrooms - Tiling 
Heating Systems - Underfloor Heating 

General Plumbing and Heating Maintenance/Repair 
Unvented Cylinders - System Flushing 

Free Estimates ï Competitive Rates ï Fully Insured 
Local, Friendly and Reliable Service 

  
 

07902 204504 ð 01798 344204 
dmooreplumbingandheating@gmail.com 

                

WEST SUSSEX LOGS 
 

ALL SEASON TIMBER  
 

READY TO BURN  LOGS 
 

LOGS CUT TO LENGTH 
 

GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
TREE WORK 

 

( 01730 814751 (of̉ce);  07950 035997 (mobile) 
*  info@sussexlandworks.co.uk. 
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ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 01798 344489 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 07906 858984 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

or by hand to The Old Post House, Tillington, GU28 9AF by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely, Mary Connor, Charles Drake,  
Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, Sue Wickham. 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: James Garrow       James@duncton.org 
Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 
 

07729 692895 
 
07979 506151 
 

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 07860 650023 

Secretary: Alison Pindell 01798 343332 

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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LIST OF MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS 
 

F = front section of magazine 
R = rear section of magazine 
 
Building Services 

Trevor Dummer Carpentry and Joinery R 

Ghinn & Co. General Building Contractors F 

Andy Hill Roofing Roofing Contractor R 

D Moore Plumbing and Heating F 

JV Plumbing & Heating Plumbing and Heating R 

P Phillips Contractors Ltd Agricultural & Industrial Building F 

Pauline Sutton Building Design & Planning F 

 

Domestic 

Adam Ant Chimney Sweep R 

Country Artisan Interiors Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, etc. R 

The Flooring Brothers Carpet and Vinyl Fitting R 

HoBo Design Studio/Soft Furnishings R 

The Iron Genie Ironing Service R 

Magna Dry Southern Carpet, Upholstery & Curtain Cleaning R 

Miss Mop Domestic Cleaning R 

Jamie Murray Carer, House & Dog Sitting R 

Squaw Paint Internal and External Decorators R 

Jane Walker Forge Flowers Flower Arranging & Cut Flowers R 

 

Weddings & Funerals 

W Bryder & Sons Independent Funeral Directors F 

Helen Martin Celebrant F 

 

Garden & Agricultural Services 

A S Countryside Services Ltd. Mole Catching, Wasps and Hornets R 

Nick Blunt Fencing Fencing Contractor R 

David Doyle Gardening Service RHS Qualified Gardener R 

Gardens Revitalised Horticultural Consultancy R 

Haslemere Logs Locally Sourced Logs F 

Lawnhopper Lawncare Services R 
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Dan Young with a Good Catch! 

Garden & Agricultural Services (contôd) 

Made by Andy Artisan Metalwork for Garden & Home R 

Parish Arboriculture Ltd. Professional Tree Surgeons R 

Simmonds Saws Sales, Servicing, Garden Equipment R 

Straight Line Fencing Ltd Fencing Contractors F 

West Sussex Logs Logs and Garden Services F 

 
Local Services 

The Arts Society West Sussex Monthly Talks R 

Bellmans Fine Art Auctioneers R 

Andrew Griffith MP Local MP for Arundel & South Downs R 

Learn to Flourish Private Maths Tutor R 

Market Square Garage Garage Services R 

Sky Park Farm Deer Farm, Farm Shop & Caf® R 

Clive Way Computer Repairs and Problems R 

Yoga with Pauline Johnson Yoga Teacher R 

 

Property Services 

Henry Adams Property Services R 

Jackson-Stops Property Services F 

 

Pubs 

Badgers Petworth Public House F 

The Horse Guards Inn Public House F 

 

Shopping 

Austens Home Hardware Hardware Store R 

Bear Petworth Home Accessories and Gifts F 

Hennings Wine Wine Merchants F 

The Petworth Cobbler Shoe & Leather Repairs, Watches, etc. F 

 

Village Services 

Duncton Village Hall  F 

Tillington Pavilion & Grounds  R 

Tillington Village Hall  F 
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EDITORIAL 
 
We are delighted that the editorial team has been joined for the March and 
April editions by a special guest editor, Jamie Garrow.  It is a pleasure to have 
him on the team and we enjoy his humour and the good sense and gravitas that 
he brings to our meetings.  It is always good to have fresh input and new ideas 
on the table. 
 

I expect it is a relief to all our readers that at last the days are starting to stretch 
out.  The mornings and evenings are just that little bit lighter and every now 
and then there is a slight sniff of spring in the air.  The birds have re-
discovered their voices, and the snowdrops will soon be giving way to the glo-
rious swathes of daffodils and narcissi and so many other spring flowers that 
cheer the winter-worn heart.  No doubt there will be a few more icy blasts and 
heavy rain before the season is out but at least the signs are there and soon, 
with such a late Easter this year, we will be worrying whether there will be 
enough spring flowers left to provide for the Easter tables! 
 

Whilst on the subject of weather, you will see the monthly rain report on page 
27 with another huge rainfall recorded for January, but below this I hope you 
will be interested to read an account from Fran Trimming of the way these rain 
measurements are taken and recorded ï a daily task that has been taking place, 
with great precision, for many years. 
 

With Easter approaching, the season of Lent will soon be upon us, and there is 
an enlightening article (page 18) on the origins of Lent and the ways in which 
different countries prepare for the long weeks of cutting back on favourite 
treats and fasting ï mainly with a massive óknees upô the day before! 
 

Some challenges follow ï immerse yourself in a jigsaw puzzle, check out your 
knowledge of quotations with our quiz, or consider having a go at croquet ï a 
skillful game, which is the greatest of fun and full of intrigue and derring-do!   
 

One of the editorial team has recently óBeen to Guineaô.  Read all about it on 
page 23; and if you have any interesting travel experiences to report, we would 
be delighted to hear from you too.  As always, contributions for the magazine 
are most welcome and should be sent to:  
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com. 
 

Finally, further into the magazine, you will find a lovely tribute to the 
Hedgecock family of Upwaltham (page 28).  This is followed by an interesting 
history of Duncton village.  Created by an óauthorô whose work we do not plan 
to publish on a regular basis, but an interesting experiment nonetheless, and 
one which is very topical. 

FROM THE REGISTERS is on page 38 

mailto:3parishesmagazine@gmail.com
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FROM ALL HALLOWS  
 

In my magazine letter 12 months ago, I mentioned that my 
greatest value, as your village priest, is in accompanying people 
on lifeôs ups and downs which, for any of us, may include illness, 
worry, loneliness and bereavement. For those experiencing 
financial hardship, especially if this is linked to poor health, I 
may also be able to unlock some financial support. If anyone 
reading this would like a cup of tea or a strictly confidential chat, please be in 
touch. And please also remember that I am here to celebrate with you in times 
of joy, leading baptisms, weddings and thanksgiving services.  
 

March heralds the awakening of Spring. As the days grow longer, nature itself 
echoes the themes of rebirth and renewal that are central to the Christian faith. 
Ash Wednesday, on 5th March, marks the beginning of Lent, and my 10am 
midweek Communion service at All Hallows, Tillington ï repeated at 7pm at 
Fittleworth ï includes an opportunity for me, if invited, to mark your forehead 
with an ash cross, as I say óRemember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
returnô (Genesis 3:19). We are reminded of our own mortality, but that should 
encourage us to love life as we live Lent. 
 

On Monday evenings during Lent, commencing 17 March, I am going to run 
the Diocesan five-session Lent course, one in each of our churches. and I invite 
you to make a pilgrimage around Duncton, Fittleworth, Stopham, Tillington 
and Upwaltham. This year, 2025, we are celebrating the 1700th anniversary of 
the Nicene Creed. The course invites us to consider aspects of the Creed 
through the lives of notable people of faith: Julian of Norwich, Mother Kate, 
St. Richard of Chichester, Bishop George Bell and Evelyn Underhill. There is 
a note of places, times and dates elsewhere in this magazine (page 40). 
 

Mothering Sunday falls on 30th March. It is a fifth Sunday, so there will be a 
single 10.30am service at Fittleworth. We shall give thanks for our own 
mothers and all mothers, while also celebrating the qualities of ómotheringô 
and nurturing, to which each of us is called. Children have a chance to say 
óthank youô to their mums by coming along to a workshop, with crafts, stories 
and songs, the previous day, Saturday 29th March, 10am.  (More info. p. 40). 
 

Every six years, our churches are required to put together a new electoral roll, 
starting from scratch, ahead of the Spring Annual Parochial Church Meetings 
and, youôve guessed it, 2025 is that year. If you are already an Electoral Roll 
member you will be hearing from us. If you are not, but would like to be on the 
Roll, please be in touch with me. Electoral Roll membership carries with it no 
expectations of church attendance or financial support. It simply affirms your 
membership of the church family and gives you a vote, and a say, in your 
churchôs mission. 

In friendship,  
David 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

All Hallows, Tillington 
Come and join us for our 
All Age Breakfast Church 

On Sunday 2nd March at 10.15 
Bacon butties from 9.45 

 
 

2025 Theme: The Lordõs Prayer 
March 2nd: Let Your Name Be Kept Holy 

Congratulations to Tillington  Village FaceBook page on having 

just achieved its 1,000th  member.  This is a great total and marks 

the wide interest in the village in our local community affairs.  Do 

join us at https://www.facebook.com/groups/Tillington 

 Gerald, Charlotte and Ella  

RENEWAL OF ELECTORAL ROLL 
(TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM) 

 

Every six years, the Church of England requires all parishes to renew their 
electoral roll.  The roll is a list of all the people who come to services and sup-
port the life of our churches ï here in Tillington, Duncton and Upwaltham.  
Even if you are already on the roll, we have to ask you to give your permission 
once again, to continue.  Being on the roll carries absolutely no expectations 
about future attendance or financial support.  You are however entitled to at-
tend the Annual Meeting of the relevant church (usually held in April) where 
reports on the last year are presented, and to vote on any relevant matter. The 
Electoral Roll Officers for each church are issuing the short forms which need 
to be completed (just two tick boxes and a signature) and will happily answer 
any queries.   
 

Tillington:  Jenny Williams, 07736 821956 
Duncton:  Louise Hartley, 07798 807043 
Upwaltham:  Sue Kearsey, 01798 343145, mob. 07444 730676 

See page 40 for details of Lent Courses, starting 17
th
 March  

and Childrenôs Workshop, Saturday, 29th March, for Mothering Sunday.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/Tillington
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFAST 
 

Saturday, March 1st 
 

Our speaker is Richard Shenton on My Falklands War.  Richard is a Blue 
Badge Tourist Guide for South East England, and will illustrate his talk with 
PowerPoint.  It will be the 43rd Anniversary of the Falklands war in April. 

 
8.15 for 8.30 in Tillington Village Hall. 
All men welcome.  
Please book with Gerald (geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com). 
The cost is Ã7 on the door.  

 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

You are warmly welcomed to our Monthly Lunch 
on Friday, 28th March - 12.15 for 12.30 

 

Cost is Ã7 on the door. 
 

Please phone Gillie (342231) or Mark (344489) 
to reserve your place 

HEARTSMART WALK 
 

Thursday, March 13th ï 10.30am  ï Pitshill House 
 

Leader: Gerald;  Duration: 1.5 hours;  Distance: 3 miles.  
 

This lovely walk is via the Tillington vineyards and then to see the outside of 
Pitshill House.  It won the 2017 Georgian Groupôs top Architectural Award, 
and was awarded second prize in the 2017 Historic Houses Association  
Restoration Awards.  Time to pause and admire this beautifully restored 
house.  Firm and pleasant going. 
 
Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington, GU28 9AF. 
SU963 220. ///lifted.using.earlobes   
 
Contact Gerald if uncertain on 07748 597568.  Dogs are welcome. 
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THE WHY AND WHAT OF LENT AND BEYOND! 
 

St. Irenaeus, an early church father (130-202 AD) who cared deeply about 
these things, was the first to wonder out loud what the Apostles did for Lent.  
Was there such a thing? 
 
óNOô is the answer. Much later in the 4th Century AD, ideas of a serious sea-
son of fasting and prayer to remember the 40 days Jesus spent in the wilder-
ness, when he fasted and was tested by the devil, were put forward and made 
official in 4th Century AD.  Since then it has been a significant period in the 
Church Calendar.  
 
As for the word Lent; it is from an Old English word ólenctenô which means 
óSpring seasonô.  Might the word lencten remind you of lengthen, as in óthe 
days getting longerô? 
 
So, the idea is more prayer, less rich food and self-indulgence, going to church 
and making a serious habit of doing good things for others, especially the poor 
(or those even poorer than you are). 
 
There is also a conviction that taking things a little more seriously often deep-
ens and enriches our life experience.  Reflecting on the kind of people we are, 
our ways of doing life, our relationships and, maybe, resolving to change or 
settle differences lovingly, can all be part of the serious side as well.  So, itôs 
not just giving up things we enjoy for six weeks, it can also be about taking up 
something that is good and quite challenging personally (especially gener-
osity). 
 
I had a friend who told me he was going to give up criticising people in his 
head é as well as his speech.  I hope he succeeded! 
 
Of course, Christians arenôt the only ones who fast.  Ramadan is observed by 
Muslims all over the world, and maybe many of us are in awe of their dedi-
cation and collective discipline, as they fast together.  Hindus have a varied 
approach, some taking a few days every month to abstain from meat, eggs and 
fish, others fasting for longer periods at certain festivals.  In all cases, it is a 
solemn undertaking with the intention of increased spiritual awareness. 

The Primrose by Percy Bysshe Shelley 
 

Though storms may break the primrose on its stalk, 
Though frosts may blight the freshness of its bloom, 
Yet Springôs awakening breath will woo the earth 
To feed with kindliest dews its favourite flower, 
That blooms in mossy banks and darksome glens, 
Lighting the greenwood with its sunny smile. 
Fear not then, Spirit, deathôs disrobing hand. 
                                           (from óQueen Mab, Canto XIô)   
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For  me, one of the most intriguing aspects of Lent, the 40 days of fasting, is 
the widespread and extravagant ways in which people prepare to cope in  
advance! Carnaval, Fasching and Mardi Gras all make Shrove Tuesday look a 
bit tame.  
 
In the German-speaking parts of Europe, Fasching or Fasnacht sees the people 
heading out for street parties, dressed up in crazy costumes, making a huge 
noise, eating, drinking and making merry, and in some regions finding really 
amusing ways to disrupt and to make happy chaos é just for a few days!   
Another example is people making sure they individually stock up with butter, 
eggs, lard and bacon, just to get them through the fast. 
 
Over the Atlantic, Mardi Gras parades in New Orleans are renowned festivals 
of joy, music, razzmatazz, and costumes and bands.  Go further south to Rio de 
Janeiro in Brazil, and we have the spectacle of Carnaval when up to 6 million 
people join in days of samba dancing, music, incredible costumes, food, wine 
and inexpressible exuberance.  (Please Google it if you havenôt seen it already.)  
They have been partying in the streets of Brazil since the 1720s.  No wonder it 
is spectacular.  This is a staggering reaction to the anticipated privations of 
Lent!  (Carnaval is said to derive from the Latin words Carne and levare, im-
plying lifting away meat.)  
 
In contrast, we Brits are rather muted.  So perhaps we can approach Pancake 
Day with more verve, more fun, dancing with our frying pans in expectation of 
a time of changing a few of our worst habits for the better. 
 
Let the love (and batter) flow! 

Shelley Fergusson 

It Must Be Spring by M Fenn 
 
Hush, can you hear it? 
The rustling in the grass, 
Bringing you the welcome news  
That Winterôs day is past. 
 
Soft, can you feel it? 
The warm caressing breeze, 
Telling you the sticky buds 
Are bursting on the trees. 
 
Look, can you see them? 
The primrose in the lane. 
Now you must believe it ï  
Spring is here again. 

Sudden Spring by Gerald Bullett 
 
Spring is sudden; it is her quality, 
However carefully we watch for her, 
However long delayed. 
The green in the winterôd hedge, 
The almond blossom, 
The piercing daffodil, 
Like a lovely woman late for her  
   appointment 
Sheôs suddenly here, taking us  
   unawares, 
So beautifully annihilating expectation 
That we applaud her punctual arrival. 
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CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO A JIGSAW PUZZLE! 
 
ñA jigsaw puzzle (with context, sometimes just jigsaw or just puzzle) is a ótiling puzzleô 
that requires the assembly of often irregularly shaped interlocking and mosaicked 
pieces. Typically each piece has a portion of a picture, which is completed by solving the 
puzzle.ò 
 
This rather tortuous description of jigsaws comes from Wikipedia, but bears no relation 
to the pleasure and challenge of sitting down and facing the frustration of what 
sometimes seems to be an unsolvable problem.  These puzzles come in all shapes and 
sizes and can be made of wood or cardboard.   The pictures can be very varied, ranging 

from pretty pastoral scenes to maps, places or the impossible sprouts or baked beans ï 
even worse are those printed on both sides !   
  
I have tried my hand at many, and have been kept up until the early hours of the morning 
determined to finish the current challenge.  Iôve been told that it keeps the brain active, 
so diminishing increasing forgetfulness, and it certainly keeps me awake during the 
evenings rather than falling asleep in front of the TV! 
  
Having at last finished the current picture, of course then itôs time to break it all up, 
which creates a problem in itself as the final result is too nice to put back in the box.  I 
have had one in a large black portfolio holder for some time as the thought of 

dismantling it becomes too overwhelming!  All this sounds fun and a relaxing pastime ï 
but donôt be fooled ï hidden hazards await!  Particularly difficult are the puzzles which 
have pieces all of the same shape, are circular (when outside edges are difficult to 
identify), or include shapes (such as animals) which bear no relation to the picture. 
  

A lost piece, or pieces, can totally disrupt oneôs life ï you have been warned!  On many 
occasions I have had to strip the settee, move rugs, move furniture to find the elusive 
missing pieces, and not always successfully!  This exercise has often resulted in a bit of 
a spring clean, so every cloud has a silver lining! 
  
I would recommend this activity to young and old.  There is rarely an occasion when 

puzzles have to be bought ï we all share them and they get passed around, I guess to 
eventually end up in the charity shop.  Space is often a problem and if you donôt have a 
specific unit it is worth giving over your table to indulge your hobby.  If stressed I would 

recommend attempting a jigsaw ï which will probably result in changing one stress for 
another! 

Viv Blunt 
 

"Your hand fits mine like the last piece of a jigsaw puzzle" ~ Jodi Picoult 
 
"Thereôs a reason I hate jigsaw puzzles.  I donôt have the patience to find all the border 
pieces, especially when theyôre all the same shade of grey." ~ Ann Aguirre 
 
"Innovation is like looking for pieces in a jigsaw puzzle.  You have to find a lot of pieces 
that don't match to find the one or two pieces that match.ò ~ Edward Conard 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiling_puzzle
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THREE PARISHES QUIZ 

SHAKESPEARE, THE BIBLE, 
OR NEITHER? 

 
 

There are many wise, oft repeated sayings.  But where were they first record-
ed?  Test your knowledge on famous quotations.  Were they from the Bible (no 
specific version), Shakespeare, or neither?  Answers on page 37. 
 

1. ñThis above all, to thine own self be true.ò 

2. ñCowards die many times before their deaths - the valiant never taste of 
death but once.ò  

3. "To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
heaven."  

4. "The quality of mercy is not strained."  

5. ñThe weak can never forgive. Forgiveness is the attribute of the strong.ò  

6. ñIf I have seen further than others, it is by standing upon the shoulders 
of giants.ò  

7. ñTry not to become a man of success, but rather to become a man of  
value.ò 

8. ñDo to others as you would have them do to you.ò  

9. ñLetôs go hand in hand, not one before another.ò 

10. ñLet us eat and drink; for tomorrow we shall dieò 

11. ñWise men speak because they have something to say; fools, because 
they have to say something.ò  

12. ñNeither a borrower nor a lender be.ò 

13. ñThe love of money is the root of all evil.ò 

14. ñA man hath no better thing under the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and 
to be merry.ò 

15. ñThere is nothing either good or bad, but thinking makes it so .ò 

16. ñA fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man knows himself to be a 
fool.ò 

17. ñThe truth shall make you free.ò 

18. ñProgress is impossible without change, and those who cannot change 
their minds cannot change anything.ò 
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 MY DESERT ISLAND DISCS  

 by Simon Miles 
 

 
 

I have only been living near Petworth for 4 years.  The views are spectacular.  
Sunrises and sunsets such as I can honestly say I have never seen the like of  
before on such a regular basis.   
 
I am pleased to have been invited to give my selection.  These choices work for 
me ... and of course I kind of hope for you too.  I am doubtful about 100% agree-
ment from all readers, of courseé !   
 
1. The Clash ï Should I Stay or Should I Go? 
Yes, I went through the Punk Rock phase as a youth and this will help me to  
focus on getting off the island while I build my seaworthy boat without ham-
mers, nails, or boat building knowledge.  Because I will want to go! 
 
2.  Elton John ï I'm Still Standing 
I saw EJ at the old Wembley Stadium.  What a gig!  If I was feeling down, I 
would definitely put this song on very loud.  It is a motivational ingredient. 
 
3.  The Waterboys ï Fisherman's Blues 
I used to enjoy this song with my old band.  We opened gigs with it.  Now I am 
the fisherman, for breakfast, dinner and tea (and for midnight munchies). 
 
4.  Motorhead ï The Ace of Spades 
Living on an island would be a huge gamble.  Will the boat see my fire? 
 
5.  Bob Marley ï Concrete Jungle 
This song is hauntingly beautiful.  I have fond memories of singing this with 2 
women we jokingly nicknamed óThe Catsô Choirô, but they were good. 
 
6.  Dexyôs Midnight Runners ï Show Me 
This song was my favourite.  I love the lyrics about what we were, what we did 
and where we are now.  I love the Northern Soul tempo. 
 
7.  Dire Straits ï Sultans of Swing 
If you want to listen to quality guitar, say no more.  It is so good ï try listening 
to the live version from the album 'Alchemy'. 
 
8.  Louis Armstrong ï All The Time in the World 
A wonderful song with one of the croakiest voices, which is so hard to replicate 
unless you have a mouthful of salt to gargle with at the same time.  I would be 
able to try it ï plenty of sea salt about my island, and I would have óall the tide 
in the worldô! 
 
My luxury item would be a fire-lighting kit.  I don't have the fire-making  
patience of óThe Castaway'. 
 
My book would be a box set of The Encyclopaedia Britannica, if allowed.  If 
not, then The Day of the Triffids by John Wyndham.  What a story! 
 
I hope some can see my sense with the attempted survival of my sanity on this 
island. 
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NEW BENCH IN ORCHARD 

BEEN TO GUINEA 
 

ñBut I donôt want to go to Guinea.ò  ñToo bad,ò said the boss, ñIôve bought the 
tickets.ò  After a four hour flight with a change in Casablanca and another,  
almost, four hours to Conakry, we arrive in the early hours to a somewhat malo-
dorous (stinky) airport with a lit up Christmas tree in the arrival hall.  It all seems 
a bit incongruous in this majority Islamic country at the end of January.  As we 
walked out into the warm night, there was quite a large group of women in the 
sort of  evening dresses one might find on the óreducedô rail in TK Maxx, waiting 
to tout for customers, but no sign of the hotel bus.  
 
We are rescued by Monsieur K, the business counterpart, who turns out of bed 
and picks us up in a large shiny GMC SUV, dropping us at the hotel, where there 
is yet another large red and green lit Christmas tree in the lobby.  They obviously 
like Christmas trees. 
 
Next morning, at the breakfast buffet, we have a choice of hibiscus or baobab 
juice.  The first is like Ribena but the second resembles a glass full of Dulux Bril-
liant White.  Itôs quite nice in an acidic way and might be good for you.  We start 
our meetings with the government representatives; the ladies are all very glamor-
ous and wearing West African dress in bright colours.  No-one will be impressed 
with my plain navy or beige business dresses.  Warned not to take jewellery or 
valuables, I feel very under-dressed.  Even the bossôs pride and joy Rolex looked 
pretty insignificant compared to the large gold timepieces displayed around the 
table.  The meetings go on for three days in French spoken with a heavy West 
African accent.  I knew I didnôt want to come! 
 
After the third day, we are órewardedô with a visit to the Presidential offices to 
meet the Presidentôs energy adviser.  Approaching the Presidential offices is 
something like a Tarantino scene from Reservoir Dogs though the guys in the 
Ray-Bans are all black and in military uniform.  This is, after all, a military dic-
tatorship, albeit a rather successful one. 
 
At last our final day arrives and our host, Monsieur K, arrives, in a suit made  
entirely of brown snakeskin, to take us to the airport.  He pushes a bag with about 
a kilo of white powder into my hands.  ñA present for madame ï you said you 
like baobab juice.  You just mix the powder with water,ò he declares.  A kilo of 
white powder.  Just what I need heading back to a UK airport. 
 
ñWell, that was fun, wasnôt itò, said the boss.  ñYou surely donôt want to spend 
all the rest of your life in Duncton walking the South Downs?ò  He was looking 
at  
e-mails on his phone.  ñWow, we may have an invitation to Damascus in the next 
few weeksò.  Count me out please, boss.  Iôll be booking some Heartsmart 
Walks. 

Sue Laker, Duncton 
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ENJOY TIME OUTDOORS ï TRY CROQUET! 

 
With glorious views across the South Downs, Rother 
Valley Croquet Club, based in Duncton, is opening its 
doors for the 2025 season.  This friendly, sociable club 
has members aged 10 to 90+, playing local league com-
petitions and friendlies against neighbouring clubs, and 
holding social club events often fuelled by cake. 
 

For those new to the game, golf croquet is a good place 
to start.  A simple concept: hit your ball through a hoop 
before your opponent and win a point.  First to 7 points 
wins the game.  Along the way, introduce as many tac-
tics as you like.  You might help your ball and that of 
your partner to get into position, move your opponent's 
ball out of the way or block their path to the hoop.  And 
hope they don't do the same to you before your turn 
comes around again. 
 

Once that's whetted your appetite, keen players gradu-
ate to Association Croquet, aiming to get their ball 
through every hoop before the other player.  Some even 
manage this in a single turn ï just like a 147 break in 
snooker. 
 

The club is keen to welcome new members, and is hosting a Taster Session on 
Saturday, 10 May 10.30am - 1.30pm.  We can lend you all the kit you need to 
play ï just bring flat-soled shoes ï thereôs free parking, tea and coffee.  Other 
dates available by arrangement.  Find out more on the website: rothervalleycro-
quet.co.uk or email rothervalleycroquet@outlook.com .  

Narmada de Silva, Rother Valley Croquet Club 

FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR JANET DUNCTON 

 

I am writing just prior to a defining County Council Budget meeting when the 
Budget has to be set for 2025/26. At the beginning of February the Government 
sent an additional Ã3.253 million, of which Ã3.109 million relates to the in-
crease in National Insurance employerôs contribution.  A very welcome extra 
finance from Government. It is likely that the Council Tax will be set at 4.99%. 
If it is any different after Council you will see it in the local news.  If the budget 
goes through Council as expected, it is a balanced budget and we will not have 
had to cut services. 

Potholes are ever present in my work load but I am pleased to say that a lot of 
the backlog has been seen to and the majority of potholes reported are being 
dealt with in 3/4 working days.  

mailto:rothervalleycroquet@outlook.com
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Though they are unrelated topics, I make a plea for both foster parents and Fire 
& Rescue recruits.  Both can be, and usually are, very satisfying jobs and I canôt 
praise enough the wonderful people that foster, and the Fire & Rescue Service. 

The Fire & Rescue Service have worked very hard, and have lots of experience 
in the community to help residents who would like to stay in their own homes 
during their later years.   

In my division I have 6 excellent Primary Forest Schools. The latest one to 
achieve an OFSTED óGoodô is Petworth Primary.  For those who donôt know 
about Petworth Primary, it really is a great school.  The in-school standards are 
high, and outside of the building they have a great small farm with chickens, 
goats and, recently, 2 pigs. 

The pupils learn about many things outside of the classroom, not least how to 
look after these animals and where produce comes from.  I am proud to have 
such great schools in my County division.  

A brief word on what some may have heard of, and thatôs the Governmentôs 
plans for ódevolutionô.   

The plans at the moment are that the Government want devolved local Govern-
ment, at all levels except Town and Parish Councils, by 2028.  There is a time-
table, but the first steps are that the whole of Sussex, thatôs West, East and 
Brighton and Hove, have been accepted on the priority list of (I believe) 6 or 7 
Councils. These new bodies, called óStrategic Authoritiesô, will be headed by  
a Mayor.  County elections for 2025 have been cancelled by the Government,  
and in 2026 there will be elections for the new Mayoral Strategic Authority.  
All the Districts, Boroughs and Brighton and Hove authority will be holding 
discussions on joining themselves into probably three óUnitary authoritiesô.  
The Strategic Authority requires a minimum of 1.5 million residents and the 
Unitaries need to be at least half a million residents. 

Unless you are involved you will not see any change until 2028, when County, 
District and Borough Councils disappear and the Unitaries commence.  I am 
sure there will be much more to be said over the next months, but in the mean-
time the Government will be holding a consultation for residents in the whole 
of Sussex. 

Finally, a word about the South Downs National Park, who are very keen to get 
the message out on the consultation for the South Downs Local Plan.  If you 
havenôt been to a presentation I am sure you can find information online. 

Of course you are able to contact me as the County Councillor on any County 
issues and I will do my best to help. 

Janet Duncton 
County Councillor Petworth division. 

Email janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk or my mobile 07979152898 

mailto:janet.duncton@westsussex.gov.uk
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TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM CHURCH  

SERVICES FOR MARCH 2025 

  All Hallows Church, 
Tillington 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Duncton 

St Maryôs Church, 
Upwaltham 

Sunday Next 
Before Lent, 
2 March  

Breakfast Church 
9.45am 

All-Age Service 
at 10.15am 

    

Ash Wednesday, 
5 March 

Holy Communion at 
10am, with 

Imposition of Ashes 

    

First Sunday 
of Lent, 9 March 

Parish Communion 
at 9.30am 

Parish Communion at 
11am 

  

Second Sunday 
of Lent, 
16 March 

BCP Holy 
Communion at 
9.30am 

  Country Service 
(Mothering Sunday 
transferred), 
11.30am 

Wednesday, 
19 March 

BCP Holy  
Communion at 10am 

    

Third Sunday  
of Lent, 
23 March 

Morning Prayer and 
Praise 
at 9.30am 

BCP Holy  
Communion at 
10.30am 

We welcome Revôd 
Canon John Bundock 

  

Saturday 29 March Mothering Sunday 
Childrenôs Workshop 
at 10am, with craft, 
stories and  music 

    

Mothering Sunday 
30 March 

Fifth Sunday Five Parishes Family Communion for Mothering 
Sunday at Fittleworth at 10.30am.  

This is the only service in our group today 

Fifth Sunday 
of Lent (Passion 
Sunday), 6 April 

Breakfast Church 
9.45am/All-Age 
Service at 10.15am 

  

Additional services in our group during March: 
 

2 March: 9.30am Parish Communion, Fittleworth; 11am; BCP Holy Communion Stopham 
9 March: 8am BCP Holy Communion at Fittleworth; 9.45/10.15am Breakfast/All-Age 
Service at Fittleworth; 4pm BCP Evensong at Stopham 
16 March: 9.30am Parish Communion Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion Stopham 
23 March: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Matins at Stopham, with 
Bishop Ruth of Horsham 
6 April: 9.30am Parish Communion, Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion, Stopham, 
followed by APCM                                                                 David Crook, Priest-in-Charge 

(david.crook15@btinternet.com; 01798 865473 



 

  



 

  



 

  

 

easy to recognise the enemy.  This helped them to win. 


