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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 

 

TILLINGTON 
VILLAGE HALL  

Available for Hire 
 

Large main hall with facilities for up to 90 seated dining. 
Suitable for parties, classes, clubs, exhibitions, etc 
Smaller room for meetings, coffee mornings, etc. 

Fully equipped kitchen.  
Disabled access.  Small car park with 2 EV charging points. 
Reduced rates for residents and regular hirers.  

See Tillington Village Website for hire rates and further information 
or contact booking secretary: Juliet Pollard 01798 368246 

tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 



 

7 



 

8 



 

9 

 



 

10 

ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 07548 330423 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 07906 858984 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

by 14th of the month. 



 

11 

TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely, Mary Connor, Charles Drake,  
Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, Sue Wickham. 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: James Garrow       James@duncton.org 
Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 

07729 692895 
 
07979 506151 

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks             Clerk@duncton.org 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 07860 650023 

Secretary: Vacant  

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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LIST OF MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS 
 

F = front section of magazine 
R = rear section of magazine 
 
Building Services 

Trevor Dummer Carpentry and Joinery R 

Ghinn & Co. General Building Contractors F 

Andy Hill Roofing Roofing Contractor R 

D Moore Plumbing and Heating R 

JV Plumbing & Heating Plumbing and Heating R 

P Phillips Contractors Ltd Agricultural & Industrial Building F 

Pauline Sutton Building Design & Planning F 

 

Domestic 

Adam Ant Chimney Sweep R 

Country Artisan Interiors Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, etc. R 

The Flooring Brothers Carpet and Vinyl Fitting R 

HoBo Design Studio/Soft Furnishings F 

The Iron Genie Ironing Service R 

Magna Dry Southern Carpet, Upholstery & Curtain Cleaning R 

Miss Mop Domestic Cleaning R 

Jamie Murray Carer, House & Dog Sitting R 

Squaw Paint Internal and External Decorators R 

Jane Walker Forge Flowers Flower Arranging & Cut Flowers R 

 

Weddings & Funerals 

W Bryder & Sons Independent Funeral Directors F 

Helen Martin Celebrant R 

 

Garden & Agricultural Services 

A S Countryside Services Ltd. Mole Catching, Wasps and Hornets R 

Nick Blunt Fencing Fencing Contractor R 

David Doyle Gardening Service RHS Qualified Gardener R 

Gardens Revitalised Horticultural Consultancy R 

Haslemere Logs Locally Sourced Logs F 

Lawnhopper Lawncare Services R 
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Dan Young with a Good Catch! 

Garden & Agricultural Services (contôd) 

Made by Andy Artisan Metalwork for Garden & Home R 

Parish Arboriculture Ltd. Professional Tree Surgeons R 

Straight Line Fencing Ltd Fencing Contractors F 

Sussex Land Works Ground Work, Garden Services, Logs R 

 
Local Services 

The Arts Society West Sussex Monthly Talks R 

Bellmans Fine Art Auctioneers R 

Andrew Griffith MP Local MP for Arundel & South Downs R 

Learn to Flourish Private Maths Tutor R 

Market Square Garage Garage Services R 

Sky Park Farm Deer Farm, Farm Shop & Caf® F 

Clive Way Computer Repairs and Problems R 

Yoga with Pauline Johnson Yoga Teacher R 

Malma Therapies Massage and Reiki R 

 

Property Services 

Henry Adams Property Services R 

Jackson-Stops Property Services F 

 

Pubs 

Badgers Petworth Public House F 

The Horse Guards Inn Public House F 

 

Shopping 

Austens Home Hardware Hardware Store R 

Bear Petworth Home Accessories and Gifts F 

Hennings Wine Wine Merchants F 

The Petworth Cobbler Shoe & Leather Repairs, Watches, etc. F 

 

Village Services 

Duncton Village Hall  F 

Tillington Pavilion & Grounds  R 

Tillington Village Hall  F 
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EDITORIAL 
 

A wonderful song from the musical Carousel, from very far back, said, ñJune is 
bustinô out all overò, with reference to the powerful (and quite saucy) effect 
that summer sunshine has on us all.  Birds and bees are only part of the song! 
 
Longer days and balmy summer evenings, maybe eating outside, sharing a 
glass of something with family or friends, is all part of summer magic. Straw-
berries and cream, asparagus, birdsong, flowers in bloom and the scent of roses 
all contribute to that bustinô out feeling we yearn for in the dull days of winter. 
 
One of the things that is bustinô out in our area is a new vineyard venture by Ali 
and Giles at Cradlers Barn, Tillington, as they turn a hobby into a new adven-
ture in wine growing. Look for the label and taste for yourself (pages 32-33). 
 
We have a little glimpse into what inspired our local screenplay writer, Rob 
Wade, as he worked on the creation of Skyfall (pages 20-21). 
 
Bev Exallôs Garden Notes on peat-free compost are fascinating and a ómust 
readô for all the gardeners among you and link in very nicely with Sussex Wild-
life Trustôs excellent article on natureôs own soil improvers!  Donôt miss the 
delightful piece on tips about how best to capture perfect photos of your garden 
to send into us for next monthôs magazine issue, please.  There are no open gar-
dens this summer in the three parishes, so hopefully we can share photos with 
one another instead.  Please send yours to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
and share the love!  On a similar note, if anyone would like to resurrect an 
Open Gardens weekend next year, please get plotting! 
 
It is a joy to read that our primary schools are bustinôout on Wild Wednesdays 
and for Forest school.  Lucky little people - it sounds such fun, and good prep-
aration for taking care of our planet when it is their turn (page 39). 
 
Finally, do not miss the wonderful Summer Concert on Friday, 11th July at  
Holy Trinity, Duncton, which itself this month graces our front page in its  
resplendent early summer glory.  Details of the concert are on page 31. 
 
Thanks to all of our contributors, not forgetting óDesert Island Discsô, the  
delicious-sounding seasonal recipe, the poems, Kidsô Pages and more. 
 
Please enjoy our bustinô out June Magazine. 

FROM THE REGISTERS is on page 19. 

mailto:3parishesmagazine@gmail.com
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FROM YOUR PARISH PRIEST 
 
 
In Ecclesiastes, we are reminded that ñTo everything there is a 
season, and a time to every purpose under heavenò (Ecclesiastes 
3:1). June offers its own purposeðto slow down, to cherish, to 
share in the abundance of creation. The air is rich with possibilities, and the 
longer evenings invite us to pause and appreciate the gifts of creation around 
us. 
 
Since Easter I have been struggling with what I thought was a badly sprained 
ankle. In fact, this turned out to be a broken ankle. Walking on it for three 
weeks before getting an X-ray was not my best decision, so I shall be in an 
orthopaedic boot and depending on the kindness of people for lifts for a while 
longer.  
 
Tillington, Duncton and Upwaltham churches have all recently had 
Quinquennial Inspections, leading to minor repairs taking place and, in 
Tillingtonôs case, a range of maintenance and repair works.  Please do not 
think of the scaffolding currently enveloping All Hallows as an eyesore. 
Rather, please view it as a sign that the church is loved and cared for. As is 
often the case, addressing one set of repairs led to the identification of other 
maintenance issues which it is sensible to address now, while the scaffolding is 
in situ, rather than facing the possibility of more disruption 18 months or  
2 years down the line.   
 
Thankfully, the repairs are not affecting the schedule of services, baptisms and 
weddings. As I write this, I have officiated at one wedding, one thanksgiving 
for marriage and four baptisms this year, with 19 further weddings and 16 
baptisms in the 2025 diary, plus others on the slate for 2026.  
 
Thatôs affirmation, I hope, that, for all the failings of the Church of England at 
the top, there remains an affection for our village parish churches. In our 
churches we appreciate your practical and, of course, financial support. This 
enables us to keep proclaiming the glory of God in properly maintained 
buildings. Please remember that I am here for you and your family for the 
good times and the difficult times in your lives.  
 
I encourage you to be in touch if you would like a chat about anything. 
 
Enjoy the month of June! 
 
In friendship 
 
David 
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All Hallows, Tillington 
 

Come and join us for 
our All-Age Breakfast Church 
on Sunday 1st June at 10.15. 
Bacon butties from 9.45. 

 
 
 
 

 Theme:The Lordõs Prayer 
ôGive us today the food we need.õ 

NOTICE BOARD 
 

Annual Village Meeting  

When: Thursday 24th July 

Time: At 6pm 

Where: Tillington Pavilion 

For any questions, please email Ella at clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 

Refreshments & nibbles provided! 

 

mailto:clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFAST 
Saturday, 7th June 

 

Our guest speaker is Ned Mersey of Bignor Park, who will speak on A Brief 
History of Recorded Music from a Musician's Point of View. 
 

8.15 for 8.30 in Tillington Village Hall. 
All men are welcome. Please book in to Gerald -  
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 
The cost is Ã7 on the door.  

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 

 

 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

You are warmly welcomed to our Monthly Lunch 
on Friday, 27h June ï 12.15 for 12.30. 

 

Cost is Ã7 on the door. 
 

 
Please phone Gillie (01798 342231) or Mark (07790 507288) 

to reserve your place 

 
HEARTSMART WALK 

 

 

Tuesday 24th June ï 10.30am ï Fittleworth Countryside  
 

Leader: Gerald ï  Duration: 1 hour 30 mins ï Distance: 3 miles.  
Two short stretches on tarmac and then a lovely walk through countryside sur-
rounding Fittleworth.  No stiles, and wonderful views across the River Rother. 
Two inclines.  If recent rain, it's worth wearing Wellington boots for a small 
section of standing water.  Excellent caf® available for loos, teas, coffees and 
small lunches at the end. 
 

Meet: Fittleworth Village Hall, RH20 1JB, in the car park area at the rear 
of the Hall.  Park at the rear of the Hall please. 
 

Contact Gerald on 07748 597 568 if uncertain. Dogs are welcome. 
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TILLY TENNIS 2025! 
 

The new season of 2025 is officially underway with a  
flurry of renewals.  
 
During the winter months the courts have received some 
treatment, ready for another busy year.  

 

For newcomers to the parish, beyond the baseline, our picturesque courts  
boast stunning views over the rolling South Downs, creating a breathtaking 
backdrop.  If you are interested in joining, we have annual family and indi-
vidual memberships. All ages and abilities welcome.  
 
Look forward to seeing you on court!  
 
Please contact either Oliver or Sophie Bamber on the emails 
below:  
oliverbamber@gmail.com 
sophielouisebamber@icloud.com 

To a Butterfly by William Wordsworth  
 

Iôve watched you now a full half-hour 
Self-poised upon that yellow flower; 
And, little Butterfly! Indeed 
I know not if you sleep or feed. 
How motionless! ï not frozen seas 
More motionless!ï and then 

What joy awaits you, when the breeze 
Hath found you out among the trees, 

And calls you forth again! 
 

This plot of orchard-ground is ours; 
My trees they are, my Sisterôs flowers; 
Here rest your wings when they are weary; 

Here lodge as in a sanctuary! 
Come often to us, fear no wrong; 
Sit near us on the bough! 

Weôll talk of sunshine and of song, 
And summer days when we were young; 
Sweet childish days, that were as long 

As twenty days are now. 

mailto:oliverbamber@gmail.com
mailto:sophielouisebamber@icloud.com
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

All Hallows Church, Tillington 
 

Wedding 
3 May Rebecca Allison and Jonathan Bird 

 
Funeral 

9 May Morris Peter Davis (at Guildford Crematorium) 
 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Upwaltham 
 

Funeral 
27 May Robin Parker  

 

Turnerôs Vision at Petworth Exhibition 
21 June ï 16 November 
For the first time in 20 years, a specially curated selection of J.M.W. 
Turnerôs artistic studies of the Petworth landscape will be exhibited in the 
very place that inspired him. These rarely seen works give a fascinating in-
sight into Turnerôs methods, and celebrate an extraordinary landscape seen 
through the eyes of Britainôs most renowned artist, to mark the 250th anni-
versary of his birth.  
Ã10 per adult, Ã5 per child, under 5s go free. No pre-booking required. Nor-
mal admission to Petworth House also applies.  
 

Late Opening: Summer Solstice 
Saturday 21 June, 7pm ï 10pm 
Spend the summer solstice enjoying the beauty of nature and watching the 
sunset in the Pleasure Garden, and along the front terrace of the house, 
when the grounds are open for the evening. 
Take a stroll around the garden to see the evening sunlight and absorb the 
peaceful atmosphere on the woodland walk.  
The Summer Solstice marks the opening of our new Turner's Vision at Pet-
worth exhibition, which visitors will be able to see at no extra cost.  
There will be live music performances during the evening. 
Ã15 per person. We recommend booking in advance via our website to 
guarantee entry. Tickets can also be purchased on the night. The exhibition 
will close at 9pm. 

Petworth House & Park:  
June & July News 
 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth  

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/petworth
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HOW TO KILL OFF A DAME ς JAMES BOND STYLE! 
 

In 2010 my family and I were living in a farm cottage in Madehurst while our 
house in the village underwent a rebuild. I am told that it is the highest village 
in the Downs, and in that cold winter, under lots of snow, that was easy to be-
lieve. Living up there was spectacular, a privilege.  
 

But I was buried by work, trying to solve problems with a screenplay for the 
next James Bond film, which I was writing with my best friend, Neal Purvis. 
 

Weôd been working on it for more than a year, and were stuck. We knew we 
wanted to kill Judi Dench, but couldnôt find a satisfying way to do it. If youôre 
going to kill off a Dame, you need to make the most of it! 
 

To make matters worse, there were only three more weeks before the screen-
play had to be handed in (if that makes it sound like homework, it is a fair 
analogy: I have been a screenwriter for more than forty years, and one is per-

manently in a state of having an óessayô to hand in ς usually more than one at 
the same time. Donôt do it.) 
 

As everyone knows, you canôt have a good idea on command. Your only 
chance is to somehow force yourself not to think about the very thing you 
know needs thinking about! 
 

But there do seem to be some environments that are more conducive to new 
ideas, and one that I find can be effective is to take a train. The view is con-
stantly changing and the mind wanders as one stares out blankly.  
 

So I decided on a fairly long journey up to Cambridge. The pretext was to test 
drive an old car from the '70s that I was keen on for nostalgic reasons. 
 

On the way up - zero inspiration. And the big old car turned out to be terrifying 
to drive. So, mid-life crisis purchase averted, I set off on the journey home.  
 

Nothing was coming. I was checking in with Neal every half hour and our sug-
gestions just werenôt sparking anything in each other. But as the train crossed 
over the Arun at Pulborough Brooks, at about 5.25pm whiIe I gazed at Kithurst 
Hill, a whole new third act (the last half hour of a feature film) suggested itself 
and triggered a very quick exchange between us. 
 

And that was where all of it was solved. Instead of a sequence on the Barcelo-
na metro, it would be the London Underground, moved earlier but leading to 
James Bond ókidnappingô M and driving her to Scotland in his Aston Martin 
DB-5, to a killing ground he knew - the dark old shooting lodge and estate 
where he grew up and was orphaned. There would be the old ghillie who 
taught him to shoot (maybe even played by Sean Connery?) and he and M and 
Bond would be an ersatz family unit brought together for one last stand. 
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Excited, we told the director Sam Mendes, and the producers Barbara Broccoli 
and Michael G. Wilson, and they gave us the go-ahead to write it. It was a hell 
of a lot of work in a very short period, but we got it done just in time. And as I 

was about to send it in, at 3.00am on a bleak December night ς the snowiest 
December in twenty years ς I was left to choose the name of the house.  I  
wanted something enigmatic, like The Valdoe or Ramster or Manderley.  And 
looking out the window at a snow-drenched field at what seemed like the edge 
of the world, the name just fell out of the sky: Skyfall. 
 

Six months later, they were still scouting for that house. They finally found a 
property in the Highlands that was just about perfect, but unfortunately the 
aged lady of the house rather naively told a local paper details she overheard 
when she was serving the location managers tea and biscuits.  Fortunately the 
story didnôt get picked up by the ónationalsô, but it was decided to move on. 
 

And in the end, for practical reasons, it became a build. A huge interior set on 
Stage 6 at Pinewood Studios, and an exterior built very near here, at Hankley 
Common below Hindhead, where the climax of the film and the destruction of 
the house was filmed over a series of nightshoots in 2012. 
 

The Sean Connery idea was of course pie in the sky, as his casting would have 
overshadowed the drama, and we were hugely lucky to attract Albert Finney to 
what turned out to be his final role. 
 

And though it was hard saying goodbye to Judi Dench as M, it seemed some-
how fitting that a film honouring her as figurehead should come out in Queen 
Elizabethôs Diamond Jubilee year. In a way underlined by her appearance with 

James Bond at the opening of the 
London Olympics, the connection was 

highlighted ς and when at the end of 
Skyfall, Bond addresses Ralph Fiennes 
as óMô, it was as if to say, all things 
come to an end, but it will be all right. 
We didnôt realise it at the time, but, 
perhaps unconsciously we were all 
telling a story about succession. 
 

That is what film can do, bring to-
gether lots of craftspeople and artists, 
each with their own talent, every now 
and then creating something much 
more than the sum of the parts. When 
youôre a cog in that mechanism, itôs a 
privilege - even if, at the time, it can 
feel like a complete nightmare! 

 

Robert Wade Family Visit to Skyfall 
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MY DESERT ISLAND DISCS 

by Jamie Garrow 
 

 

Between Abba and Frank Zappa lie a veritable wealth of musical genres. Some 
inspiring, some moving, some glorious and some ghastly!   
 

My choice of music could easily have numbered 80, 100 even, but confined to 
just 8 ï where to start?  After much dithering, I decided that the only way to 
sort this task out was to recount my memorable musical moments from times 
gone by. 
 

And so, with apologies to Bruckner, Bach, Dire Straits, Chopin, Poulenc,  
Procol Harum, Schubert, Pink Floyd, Sibelius and many, many others my  
remaining eight are: 
 

1.  Flick the Fire Engine ï by Robert Dann. 
My first happy memories of holidays at my grandparents: drinking óDragonôs 
bloodô (actually Ribena), having óTiger Timô read to me at bedtime and riding 
around the patio on my red tricycle singing, ñOnce there was a fire engine, 
Flick was its nameò again and again and again at the top of my voice, doubt-
less driving the adults mad.  I must have worn the record out by the end of our 
stay; I have never forgotten it from all those years ago ï and I smile. 
 

2.  St Nicholas and the Pickled Boys  ï Benjamin Britten 
Have you ever been pickled?  I have.  When 10, I sang the part of one of the 
pickled boys in Brittenôs cantata in St Paulôs Church, Covent Garden. Nerve-
wracking, but in retrospect, an exciting introduction to Brittenôs music, which I 
have loved ever since. 
 

3.  Wouldnôt It Be Nice ï The Beach Boys 
Perhaps a bit corny, looking back on it, but I loved it whilst lying on the roof 
of a barge drifting along the Shropshire canal when I was about 14, simultane-
ously listening to an England v Oz test match.  Pure teenage bliss.  
 

4.  Overture to Tannhªuser  ï R. Wagner 
Studying for A levels in my study at school with this magnificent, solemn, 
grandiose, inspirational music blasting out; starting softly with a gradual cre-
scendo building up to the magnificent brass é. wow!  So inspiring, I had to 
halt my studying to conduct a full orchestra, imaginatively squashed into my 
study.  A true inspiration for my forthcoming history exam! 
 

5.  Piano Concerto No 2 ï Rachmaninov 
The opening of a new concert hall at school was my first major clarinet part as 
a member of the school orchestra, in the Adagio of the delicious, dreamy  
orchestral accompaniment to this beautiful work. 
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NEW BECH IN ORCHARD 

6.  Penny Lane ï The Beatles 
Everyone is allowed (at least) one moment of madness in their life and mine 
was being part of a university team entering a 24-hour pedal car race.  Taking it 
in turns to pedal our way around a track, on a disused airfield, in our home-
made machine, struggling through the night, Penny Lane was blaring through 
the P.A system.  Every time I hear it now my feet start pedalling.  
 

7. Messiah ï G.F. Handel 
An extraordinarily beautiful work that I have sung many times.  It is partic-
ularly poignant as I was singing it in the Royal Festival Hall, as part of the  
London Philharmonic Choir under Sir Georg Solti, when I had the greatest luck 
to meet Valerie, a stunning alto, who later became my wife! 
 

8.  Symphony of a Thousand (#8) ï Gustav Mahler 
A massive choral work that needs huge instrumental and vocal forces ï 1,029 
required for its premi¯re in 1910. As chairman of a Guildford choir, I promoted 
a performance of this gigantic work at the Royal Albert Hall and was thrilled to 
see every seat taken when the lights went up.  A real highlight of my singing 
career. 
 

My óluxuryô item would be an axe.  Never content to sit down for long, I could 
be kept busy felling palm trees to build a raft, cut firewood or split coconuts. 
 

If I had to take just one piece of music, it would have to be the Messiah, to  
remind me of Valerie, to learn all the words by heart and to exult in one of the 
greatest óAmensô ever written.  I would never tire of it. 
 

ó1066 and All Thatô would be my book.  Having taught history for 30 years, I 
love its satirical take on historical events.  I would even have the absurd ques-
tions in the exams set at the end of each chapter to work on!  It would keep me 
busy and happy at the same time. 

West Chiltington Silver Band presents 
A Musicals Sing-Along Concert 

SaturdayШ7thШJune, 
West Chiltington Village Hall, Mill Road, West Chiltington 

RH20 2PZ 
 

Come and enjoy our Summer Singalong Concert, featuring songs from your 
favourite shows and films. Join in, or simply sit back and enjoy the music. Also 
with refreshments, bar, raffle and quiz.  Time: 7.30 pm (Doors open 7.00 pm). 
Tickets Ã10 ï under-16s free if accompanied by an adult. Available from Julie 
(simplythebest21@btinternet.com),ШRichard (rabarron@btinternet.com)Шand 
from Nisa Local, Haglands Lane, West Chiltington. 

mailto:simplythebest21@btinternet.com
mailto:rabarron@btinternet.com
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SWARD WARDENS: 
THE INCREDIBLE ROLE OF DUNG BEETLES 

 
There is a subject that weôre not great at talking about in the UK: poo. How-
ever, there is a group of creatures that are far more celebratory of the topic, 
with their diet as testament to their appreciation.  Aptly named, dung beetles 
eat poo ï and they are amazing.   
 

You are likely to conjure the image of Heliocopris, a giant dung beetle species 
which resides in Africa and Asia, manoeuvring huge droppings kindly deposit-
ed by some of the Earthôs spectacular megafauna.  Although these  
beetles donôt match the size of the one that rolled a football into the 2010 
World Cup opening ceremony, they are hefty for a beetle, reaching lengths of 
up to 7cm. 
 

Our dung beetles are more diminutive, but no less vital.  The UK is home to 
around 60 species, which are split into three groups: Aphodiines, or the 
ódwellersô, sized 3-13mm who live directly in dung, Onthophagus, at  
4-11mm, ótunnelersô who tunnel up to a metre below the dung, pulling down 
small amounts in which to lay their eggs, and the largest ótunnelersô at  
8-26mm, the Geotrupes. 
 

Mostly, they consume dung of herbivores and omnivores.  The ultimate re-
cyclers, dung beetles are ecosystem engineers, meaning they modify their en-
vironment to provide services to other species with whom they share the eco-
system.  In the case of dung beetles, this is a poop removal service.  
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Not only do they improve grazing pasture by clearing grasslands of waste, but 
they also recycle vital nutrients, keeping soil healthy.  Tunnelling aerates the 
soil and prevents compaction, which in turn militates against flooding.  Whilst 
this waste processing keeps down the population of flies, the beetles also re-
move parasites living in the dung.  The beetles are, in turn, prey to  
others, such as birds, bats and hedgehogs.  Itôs all rather harmonious and, as 
nature does best, it makes a perfectly symbiotic relationship.  
 

Yet, like most of our native wildlife, dung beetles are in trouble.  Largely this 
is due to modifications in agricultural practices, changes in land-use and an 
increase in pesticides, whether this be directly onto fields or via livestock-
ingested worming medicines.  These chemicals disrupt the brilliantly balanced 
natural process, especially when used large-scale and preventatively. Land-
owners can support dung beetle populations by reducing pesticides; more dung 
beetles mean fewer parasites, so by protecting these species a free service is 
being retained.  
 

We owe a lot to our dung beetles and must protect them. They are a critical 
part of our ecosystem, yet many of us donôt know they exist here, nor appre-
ciate their unglamorous and thankless work.  To be frank, without them, we 
would be up to our knees in poo. Metaphorically and literally. 
 

Kerry Williams: Communications Officer - Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust 

A MESSAGE OF APPRECIATION! 
 
 
Dear 3 Parishes Magazine, 
 

Just to say thanks and keep up 
the good work.  I tried the Wild 
Garlic and Comt® Tart recipe 
(see April edition) with fabu-
lous results ï see attached 
proof!  Thanks to 
@MillieShepherd.   
 
And the simnel cake recipe 
from a couple of years back is 
now made twice a year. 
 

Mike Pengilly 
 

(Looks delicious, Mike - Ed.) 
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 GARDEN VIEWS  

At the Magazine we are looking forward to receiving photo-
graphs of readersô gardens to showcase in our July/August 
edition.  We featured local gardens in our ólockdownô summer 

edition in 2020.  The weather was glorious that year, gardeners were enthusi-
astic and the pictures submitted were wonderful.  So far, 2025 is again a glori-
ous and highly floriferous year.  

May is a lovely month and I often feel this is the best season for my own 
garden.  Having recently visited an open garden day in a nearby village, I find 
it hard to believe that many could improve on their wonderful May display.  
However, while some gardens have their special season, others are delightful 
in other, or indeed all, seasons.  We are excited to see your photographs from 
any month of the year.   

I have been looking at this yearôs photographs of my garden and found myself 
looking back on previous yearsô pictures. Well, my garden has looked good 
on and off over time but I do make some rather fundamental photography 
mistakes and so need to give myself some reminders.  

When taking the long view of the garden, donôt automatically photograph 
from shoulder height.  A different vantage point can greatly improve the view.  
Sometimes framing the view with an overhanging tree or large shrub pulls the 
focus into the view beyond.  Create a sense of distance ï this particularly 
works when the distance leads to ówho knows whereô.   

Donôt forget the golden hour ï the time before sunset or sunrise ï when the 
scene can be enhanced in warmth and contrast.  But donôt let your own shad-
ow (bulky or not!) creep into the scene when the sun is behind you.  Shadows 
can enhance the scene, but only when the object is, at least partially, in view.   

Donôt fret about taking photographs into the sun.  This may not have worked  
on a Box Brownie, but phones are very forgiving of these conditions.  

Be mindful of half-empty compost bags, wheelbarrows or watering cans in 
the view (perpetually guilty, môlud).  Having said that, a photograph this year 
which contained my bright green watering can did seem to work quite well!  

Donôt forget the close ups of beautiful blooms.  Be mindful of the background 
ï dark on light, light on dark.  Let the blooms take centre stage.  Odd numbers 
work well, as do dewdrops or rain on leaves and flowers.  Insects busily at 
work collecting nectar reflect that allôs well with the world.  

Please share your garden with us all.  We look forward to hearing from 
you.  Otherwise all you will see is pictures of mine!  

Barbara Neighbour 
 

STOP PRESS: Thank you to those whoôve already sent in some great photos - Ed! 
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TILLINGTON STABLES 
 

Tillington Stables has been in Tillington since 1979, down Coxlands Lane 
south of the main road. The yard had been used by Leconfield Estate for cows 
before my parents started renting it. It had a big muddy hole in the middle and 
an open long shed with a manger running along the back. My dad used Mr 
Effamy from South Lane to turn this into 4 stables, using oak for the panels. 
These are still in place to this day, aside from the first lower door.  That was 
victim to a very scared large strong hunter called Guinness when something 
fell on his back in the stable and he decided absolutely nothing was getting in 
his way of escape ï not even Mr Effamyôs strong óeverlastingô doors! Running 
kitty-corner-wise to this is what we call óThe Old Stableô which today still has 
some of the original features from when it provided stabling for the plough 
horses, in days gone by. It still has the old hay rack in place, so high that even 
the 17.2hh Spirit could not have reached it to eat her breakfast. It still has the 
beam in place on which the plough harnesses would have been stored, and the 
loft at the back was apparently where the ploughmen would sleep. 
 
My dad used his horsemanship skills to take in horses to break for other people 
and taught riding for what my mother would call óbread and butter moneyô. 
This was really the start of what has evolved into todayôs Tillington Stables 
riding school. We are today a fully insured riding school, licensed with Chich-
ester District Council, and we have the highest 5-star rating with them.  
 
The riding school is completely family run. My sister Jeannie and myself run it 
as a partnership, and you will see a lot of Honey, my daughter, who is actively 
involved in all the lessons and the day-to-day running.  My other two daugh-

ters, Polly and Daisy, are also very 
much involved.  
 
We all take so much pleasure in 
looking after our gorgeous ponies 
and watching happy children learn 
how to ride and care for our beautiful 
equines with care and compassion.  
However it is very much a labour of 
love with no financial profit, and so 
we have recently looked into the pos-
sibility of becoming a charity. 
 
Please do come and say hello if you 
are passing! 
 

Abbie Hodd 


