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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 

 

TILLINGTON 
VILLAGE HALL  

Available for Hire 
 

Large main hall with facilities for up to 90 seated dining. 
Suitable for parties, classes, clubs, exhibitions, etc 
Smaller room for meetings, coffee mornings, etc. 

Fully equipped kitchen.  
Disabled access.  Small car park with 2 EV charging points. 
Reduced rates for residents and regular hirers.  

See Tillington Village Website for hire rates and further information 
or contact booking secretary: Juliet Pollard 01798 368246 

tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 
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ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 07548 330423 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 07906 858984 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely, Mary Connor, Charles Drake,  
Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, Sue Wickham. 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 

 

07979 506151 

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks             Clerk@duncton.org 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 07860 650023 

Secretary: Vacant  

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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LIST OF MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS 
 

F = front section of magazine * denotes new entry 
R = rear section of magazine 
 
Building Services 

Trevor Dummer Carpentry and Joinery R 

Ghinn & Co. General Building Contractors F 

Andy Hill Roofing Roofing Contractor R 

D Moore Plumbing and Heating R 

JV Plumbing & Heating Plumbing and Heating R 

P Phillips Contractors Ltd Agricultural & Industrial Building F 

Pauline Sutton Building Design & Planning F 

 

Domestic 

Adam Ant Chimney Sweep R 

Country Artisan Interiors Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, etc. R 

The Flooring Brothers Carpet and Vinyl Fitting R 

HoBo Design Studio/Soft Furnishings F 

The Iron Genie Ironing Service R 

Magna Dry Southern Carpet, Upholstery & Curtain Cleaning R 

Miss Mop Domestic Cleaning R 

Jamie Murray Carer, House & Dog Sitting R 

Squaw Paint Internal and External Decorators R 

Jane Walker Forge Flowers Flower Arranging & Cut Flowers R 

 

Weddings & Funerals 

W Bryder & Sons Independent Funeral Directors F 

Helen Martin Celebrant R 

 

Garden & Agricultural Services 

A S Countryside Services Ltd. Mole Catching, Wasps and Hornets R 

Nick Blunt Fencing Fencing Contractor R 

David Doyle Gardening Service RHS Qualified Gardener R 

Gardens Revitalised Horticultural Consultancy R 

Haslemere Logs Locally Sourced Logs F 

Lawnhopper Lawncare Services R 
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Dan Young with a Good Catch! 

Garden & Agricultural Services (contôd) 

Made by Andy Artisan Metalwork for Garden & Home R 

Parish Arboriculture Ltd. Professional Tree Surgeons R 

Straight Line Fencing Ltd Fencing Contractors F 

Sussex Land Works Ground Work, Garden Services, Logs R 

 
Local Services 

The Arts Society West Sussex Monthly Talks R 

Bellmans Fine Art Auctioneers R 

Andrew Griffith MP Local MP for Arundel & South Downs R 

Learn to Flourish Private Maths Tutor R 

Market Square Garage Garage Services R 

Sky Park Farm Deer Farm, Farm Shop & Caf® F 

Clive Way Computer Repairs and Problems R 

Yoga with Pauline Johnson Yoga Teacher R 

Malma Therapies Massage and Reiki R 

 

Property Services 

Henry Adams Property Services R 

Jackson-Stops Property Services F 

 

Places to Eat/Drink/Stay 

Badgers Petworth Public House F 

The Horse Guards Inn Public House F 

*The Woodcote *Lodge and Restaurant R 

 

Shopping 

Austens Home Hardware Hardware Store R 

Bear Petworth Home Accessories and Gifts F 

Hennings Wine Wine Merchants F 

The Petworth Cobbler Shoe & Leather Repairs, Watches, etc. F 

 

Village Services 

Duncton Village Hall  F 

Tillington Pavilion & Grounds  R 

Tillington Village Hall  F 
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EDITORIAL 
 

I wonder what you expect to read when you start reading this editorial ï perhaps 
you donôt usually bother. If you do, I hope that you will find articles to enlight-
en, inspire, amuse, inform and challenge you: well, maybe at least one of those! 

 

I donôt suppose you were aware of the oldest resident in Tillington, who is 107?  
However, you are more likely to know Ken and Shirley Green, who are cele-
brating their platinum wedding anniversary, that is, 70 years., on 2nd July.  
Wow!  That is truly inspirational, congratulations to you both and we applaud 
you. You can read Sue Lakerôs interview with them on page 22. 

 

Did you remember to send in some photos of your garden for inclusion this 
month? Some did, and they are printed for you to enjoy.  Thereôs an online auc-
tion for Duncton School, an extraordinary account of motorbiking in Ukraine on 
p.44, and details of another inspirational event, the Treve Art show, which  
returns again to River Common from the end of July to early August.  The  
usual content is here with another wonderful submission from the Sussex Wild-
life Trust, a summer recipe, and Jo Haill with her Desert Island Discs.  I could 
go on, but enough! 

 

We always love people writing to us and if you feel like giving your Desert Is-
land Discs a go, please do.  We would love to have them and listen to some of 
the songs, tunes, noises that you enjoy.  I say ónoisesô because someone once 
included in their choice the sound of a train.  Now, that was a bit different!  
Usual email, 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com. 
 
And now to the challenge, which is to join others in a walk/pilgrimage to Chich-
ester from the viewpoint on Duncton Hill, or to sponsor them.  This is expected 
to take about 6 hours and cover 12 miles.  This is quite something and celebrates 
950 years of the Cathedral.   

 

I do hope you enjoy the summer, and maybe a holiday lies ahead. We live in a 
beautiful area and are fortunate in not having to face some of the problems that 
so many others in the world are experiencing today. 

STOP PRESS: 

We have just heard the sad 
news that Mrs. Barbara 
Biddell, much loved widow 
of the Revôd Canon Chris-
topher Biddell, died today 
(22nd June). She will be 
much missed by her family 
and all her many friends. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

All Hallows Church, Tillington 
 

Weddings 

7 June ï Annabel Comyn and Simon George 
21 June ï Amy Clapham and Adam Booth 

28 June ï Charlotte Taylor and Mark Cattermull 
  

Interment of Ashes in the Churchyard  
2 June ï Jean and Dennis Phillips 
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FROM YOUR PARISH PRIEST 
 

I hope to slow down in July and August. My broken ankle is 
healing well, but clomping around in an orthopaedic boot is 
surprisingly tiring.  
 

In July, I plan to make a pilgrimage to Liverpool to re-visit some 
of my old haunts and recall my university graduation ï Karenôs, too ï 40 years 
ago. And I shall be in Birmingham a few days later as my younger son 
graduates and leaves the UKôs finest city. Where does the time go? Perhaps I 
can contemplate that as I watch some óproperô four-day cricket and take a 
retreat at Launde Abbey in the coming weeks? 
 

Summer is a time of growth, both for the earth and for our souls. Just as the 
hedgerows burst into full bloom and the fields yield their early harvest at 
Lammas, it is a season for us to nurture and cultivate the things that matter 
most. Jesus often spoke of growth in parablesðof seeds sown and the 
importance of deep roots. Our faith, like a well-tended garden, flourishes when 
given care, nourishment, and time.  
 

On Sunday 13th July it is óGenerosity Sundayô, when I shall be thanking 
everyone for their time, talents and financial support of our churches. Please 
do not think of the scaffolding currently surrounding the tower at Tillington as 
an eyesore: instead, please appreciate that, thanks to local generosity and 
careful stewardship, we are addressing a long list of maintenance and repair 
matters. However, All Hallows now needs to build up some reserves, once 
again. Your ongoing generosity is truly appreciated.   
 

This is also a season of gathering, no doubt for family barbeques and picnics, 
but also in our churches, which are hosting a record number of baptisms and 
weddings this summer. There will be a wonderful musical evening at Holy 
Trinity Church, Duncton, on 11 July, the perfect accompaniment to a glass of 
Pimms. Details of this event, which is a church fundraiser for organ tuning and 
maintenance, appear elsewhere in the magazine. 
 

In just a few days, having first been part of a leaversô service in the Cathedral, 
our local Year-6 pupils will bid farewell to their Duncton teachers, ahead of 
embarking on their next adventure at Midhurst Rother College or another 
secondary school. If you have prayers to spare, please keep these children in 
your petitions and, if you would like to contribute to the costs of a Bible, 
which our churches customarily buy for each leaver, please let me know.  
 

If you are taking a summer holiday in July or August, I wish you a wonderful 
time. And if you are not, I hope that you can also slow down a little and 
perhaps enjoy your garden? You might even think about inviting me over for a 
cup of tea and a chat. 
 

In friendship 
 

David 
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All Hallows,  
Tillington 

 

Come and join us for our 
All-Age Breakfast Church 

 

on Sunday 6th July  
at 10.15. 

 
 

Bacon butties from 9.45. 
Theme:The Lordõs Prayer: 
ôForgive us our sins as we 

forgive others.õ 

NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

All Hallows,  
Tillington 

 

Come and join us for 
our Pet Service 

 

on Sunday 3rd August 
 at 9.30. 
All pets and 

well-behaved owners 
welcome! 

PLANNED MAINTENANCE OF THE CHURCH TOWER 
 

You will all have seen the scaffolding around the tower of the church over the 
last few weeks.  As I explained in the June magazine and have mentioned 
again this month in my regular message on the previous page, a range of main-
tenance and repair works have been carried out, which were identified as  
needed in the five-yearly review of the church fabric, carried out by the  
Diocese.  The scaffolding also provided an opportunity for the church clock to 
receive some long overdue attention.   
 

We are very grateful to the village for its continuous support for fundraising, 
which has helped build up the church repair fund, so that the cost of the cur-
rent works can be met.  A generous donation from the Friends of Tillington 
Church has contributed towards the work on the clock.  Like the Forth Bridge, 
however, the need for maintenance and repair never ceases, and we will aways 
need to carry out further works over the coming years.  Thus, we will also 
need to press on with further fundraising to ensure that the repair fund is  
replenished. 
 

From time to time, there are special projects for which we can raise funds  
independently, but the unglamorous work of vegetation removal, minor repairs 
and repointing still need to be supported, and those on-going fundraising  
efforts, which are made every year, are invaluable.  We thank everyone for  
their support, past and future, and we hope that our shared endeavours will 
keep the beacon, which is All Hallowsô, burning bright. 
 David Crook 
 Priest-in-Charge 
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NOTICE BOARD 

TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFASTS 
Saturday, 5th July and Saturday, 2nd August 

 

On Saturday July 5th, our Menôs Breakfast speaker will be Jo Shiner, Chief 
Constable of Sussex Police. She will speak on Modern Day Policing.  
 

On Saturday August 2nd our speaker will be Tillington resident Neil 
Humphris on his and Teresaôs recent trip to Zambia.  Neil is Head Forester of 
the Leconfield Estate  
 

8.15 for 8.30, Tillington Village Hall.  All men are welcome. Please book in 
with Gerald ï Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com.  The cost is Ã7 on the door.  

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

You are warmly welcomed to our Monthly Lunch 
on Friday, 25th July ï 12.15 for 12.30. 

 

Cost is Ã7 on the door. 
 

Please phone Gillie (01798 342231) or Mark (07790 507288) 
to reserve your place 

 

PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO VILLAGE LUNCH IN AUGUST 

Please  
Book 

Please  
Book 

 

GERALDôS WALKS - JULY 
 

Thursday 10th July ï 10.30am ï 
Ancient Tree Walk 

 

Leader: Gerald ï  Duration: 1 hour 
30 mins ï Distance: 3 miles.  Part 2 
of the Ancient Tree Walk.   
Marvel at some of the oldest and larg-
est trees in the country, from 350-800 
yrs old. 
Pass Capability Brownôs famous view 
across Upper Pond to the House. 
 

Meet: The Horseguards, Tillington, 
GU28 9AF.  Contact Gerald on 
07748 597568 for more information 
or if uncertain. Dogs are welcome. 

 

GERALDôS WALKS - AUGUST 

 

Monday 11th August  ï 10.30am ï 
Westerlands Farm, Graffham 

 

Leader: Gerald, with help from 
Farm Manager, Oliver Hancock.  
Duration: 2 hrs ï Distance: 3 miles.   

A very special walk to see a former 
Stud shifting towards a regenerative 
and biodiverse farming model. 
 

Meet: The Horsebox Caf®, Wester-
lands Farm, Graffham, GU28 0QY.   
As this is a Friends of South Downs 
Walk, please book with Gerald at : 
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com and 
call 07748 597568, if uncertain. 
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IS MONTY THE OLDEST RESIDENT IN TILLINGTON?  
UNLESS YOU ARE OLDER THAN 107, MONTY HOLDS THE TITLE!  
 

Monty is a Greek tortoise (Testudo Graeca), also known as the spur-thighed or 
Moorish tortoise. 
 

He has come to stay in Tillington for the Summer. In the previous 62 years his 
current owner has been looking after him in Cocking.  He usually ends his hi-
bernation in a good mood, but not this year! He woke up from his 106th hiber-
nation fighting fit, and also in fighting mood. He normally lives with two other 
male tortoises. This Spring Monty quickly started showing signs of belliger-
ence. He was retracting in head into his shell and bumping and thumping his 
house mates.  

 
Right from the start of his holiday with 
me, he continued to demonstrate his 
drive by conducting determined attacks 
on anything that looked like a rival suit-
or. My gardening boots, lawn mower and 
gardening gloves were all in his sights.  
 

However, there is a lovely side to him é 
he will come when I call him.  He is ac-
tually very friendly to humans and seeks 
them out. I find when I am gardening 
that he is around my feet or trying to help 
me pull weeds out. I have to be very 
careful that I donôt tread on him. Some-
times I pick him up and place him in the 
far end of the garden and in no time at all 
he is back with me.  He can be very 
speedy when the mood takes him.  
 

He has a little house where he goes to bed. We have to keep him safe at night 
to make sure that the fox does not get him. Many years ago, a fox did attack 
him, and he now has a damaged back leg. I am very mindful of putting him to 
bed in a deep pile of soft hay so he can snuggle down safe and sound.  
 

Each morning, I open his door so that he wakes gently. Later he moves into the 
sunny part of the garden, warming up his shell before he eats. Then I bring him 
his breakfast, which usually consists of gem lettuce, cucumber, French beans 
and English strawberries (he doesnôt like Spanish or Moroccan strawberries, 
only British).  He is also keen on dandelions.  I have to be very watchful when 
I put the food down that my two dogs do not steal it off him. They also like 
strawberries and cucumber. He may be quick: but not as quick as the dogs. 
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Then he sunbathes, all afternoon!  
 

As the sun goes down my fun starts. I have to find him in order to put him to 
bed safe and sound.  This can take some time as he is very good at camouflage, 
and prone to burying himself in the light Tillington soil. I am getting to know 
the spots in the garden he likes best. Then itôs off to bed 
 

Fortunately, my garden is walled. Otherwise, he would escape to goodness 
knows where. Despite the responsibility of looking after a 107-year-old who 
behaves like a teenager, he is such fun to have.  

Elaine Adams  

TILLINGTON STABLES SUMMER PONY MORNINGS 2025 
  

 Wednesday 6th August Saturday, 23rd August 
 Wednesday 13th August Wednesday, 3rd September 
 

For children aged 6 years and over, all abilities welcome, 9.30 to 12.00 pm, 
Ã48 per child per morning. 
 

Fun morning with the ponies, learning and practising valuable ground-based 
skills. 
 

Riding each morning with a fun handy pony obstacle course. 
A theory subject covered each day.  Rosettes for everyone. 
 

Bookings taken by email: abbiehodd@btinternet.com. 

Save the date - Saturday September 13th. 
 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT: Annual Bike 
Ride in aid of the Historic Churches of 
West Sussex. 
 

Do join me ï Bill Cole (I've recently moved into the  
Rectory) 
 

Any initial interest appreciated ï please contact me at  
Burtonhillbarn@gmail.com or 07787 504725. 

NICKY REEDôS BOOK, TO YOU WITH LOVE FROM ME 
 
Some of our readers, who read Nicky Reedôs article and poem in the April 
magazine have asked how to get hold of a copy of her book To You, With Love 
From Me.  This is a simple book of poems & illustrations, reminding us of 
whatôs important to lead a healthy and happy life, and is now on sale in Pet-
worth  at Petworth Book Shop and Artisan at Lombard Street, and in Midhurst. 
at Cowdray Living and Circus. A great little gift for anyone and everyone!  

mailto:abbiehodd@btinternet.com
mailto:Burtonhillbarn@gmail.com
tel:+447787504725
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CRICKET RETURNS TO TILLINGTON 
 

When the Tillington Cricket team folded a few years ago, it 
wasnôt just cricket that the village lost, it was a cultural his-
tory that dates back as far as 1785, a vital thread that wove 
itself around the tapestry of summer life in the community 
for many, many decades. There is even some debate as to 
whether it was Tillington that formed the inspiration for 
A.G. Macdonellôs classic portrayal of village cricket, Eng-
land, Their England. (Unromantically, I suspect that it is 
more likely to have been Storrington.)  
 
As an Upperton óliferô, the sensational view south from the 
pitch is hard-wired into my very DNA, so much so that I used regularly to 
dream about it when I lived for periods in Hong Kong and South Georgia as a 
soldier, and it is still where I head to when I need a dose of what it means to 
me to be a villager here. If someone ever asked me to name my favourite tree 
on earth, it would be the spreading oak just to the north of the pavilion. The 
things that happen there óon the recô, good (such as the many village celebra-
tions) and bad (like the catastrophic fire at the turn of the millennium) are a 
part of who we all are, whether we know it or not.  
 
As the parish councillor responsible for the environment, I was approached a 
couple of years ago by Alex Rees, owner of Rugs of Petworth, and the inspira-
tion behind the renaissance of Petworth Cricket Club, to ask if we would be 
interested in allowing Petworth to use our facilities as an óout-groundô, a place 
which their less hallowed teams, especially the youngsters, could call home. 
The deal that was struck saw Petworth taking responsibility for the square (the 
bit in the middle, for non-cricketers), and Tillington retaining responsibility for 
the outfield (the bit with the dandelions!). To that end, the Petworth guys did a 
huge amount of work to make the square safe and suitable for cricket whilst, 
for our part, we bought a new motorized roller and continued to maintain the 
outfield under Bruce Wickhamôs careful ministrations. The benefit to Tilling-
ton is threefold: we get cricket back within our community; we are free to rent 
the pitch out when Petworth are not using it and, above all maybe, anyone 
from our village, young or old, boy or girl, can sign up to play for, and be 
coached by, Petworth with its wonderful facilities.  
 
This year, the evidence of the work is there for all to see, and I hope that you 
will agree that it looks better than it has for years. Please enjoy it, and maybe 
even help by letting your friends know that they can rent the pitch and pavilion 
for family or social games, and that a pitch will be duly prepared (and the pub 
duly alerted!). All they need do is email Ella, our parish clerk 
(clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com). 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 

mailto:clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com
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TILLINGTONôS TLC SERVICE CELEBRATED  
BY HIGH SHERIFF OF WEST SUSSEX 

 

Tillingtonôs much-loved Tillington Local Care (TLC, based on the old acro-
nym Tender Loving Care) service has received high praise from the High 
Sheriff of West Sussex, who recently visited the village to personally thank the 
dedicated volunteers behind this remarkable initiative. The visit marked a spe-
cial moment for the community, shining a well-deserved spotlight on the vital 
role TLC plays in supporting residents and tackling loneliness. 
  

TLC, established in 2009 and run by a devoted group of volunteers, has be-
come a lifeline for manyðparticularly elderly and vulnerable people who 
might otherwise face days without meaningful social interaction. From friend-
ly phone calls and home visits to help with errands, transport, and companion-
ship, the service ensures that no one in Tillington and the surrounding area 
feels forgotten or alone. 
  

During his first term as High Sheriff, 
which occurred during the pandemic, TLC 
was one of the few community support 
groups he could meet in person ï albeit 
outside and appropriately spaced.  At that 
time, TLC proved to be a lifeline to many 
people living  in some isolated loca-
tions.   Since the pandemic, the charityôs 
work has thrived as it continues to provide 
both connection and continuity to prevent 
loneliness and improve well-being.  

  

The High Sheriff praised the team, ably led by Gerald Gresham Cooke, for 
their unwavering commitment and grassroots effort, highlighting the profound 
difference they make in peopleôs lives. Speaking to volunteers and service us-
ers alike, the High Sheriff acknowledged that initiatives like TLC are the óheart 
and soulô of rural communities, offering unwavering support, connection and 
hope. 
  

The celebration was not only a recognition of TLCôs impact, particularly dur-
ing the pandemic and the following five years, but also a heartfelt thank-you to 
the volunteers who make it all happen. Without their generosity, time, and 
compassion, the service simply wouldnôt exist. Their efforts are not just help-
ing individuals ï they are knitting the fabric of the community closer together. 
  

Tillingtonôs TLC service is a shining example of whatôs possible when people 
come together with a shared purpose: to look after one another. The visit from 
the High Sheriff has only reinforced what locals already knowðthat this quiet 
village is home to something truly extraordinary. 

Dr Tim Fooks FRCGP 
High Sheriff of West Sussex  
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A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY! 
 

Shirley and Ken Green of South Lane, Tillington have celebrated several spe-
cial wedding anniversaries: Silver in 1980, Golden in 2005 and Diamond in 
July 2015.  Roll on 10 years to an even more special Platinum Anniversary, 
which they will celebrate on 2nd July this year. 
 

Punctuated with remembered songs of the day, their life story offers snapshots 
of history from bike-riding sweethearts of thirteen and fourteen in Liphook to 
memories of visiting the Festival of Britain in 1951 and Kenôs call-up for Na-
tional Service in 1952 and then serving in the British Army of the Rhine. They 
wrote to each other once or twice a week, becoming engaged during Kenôs 
home leave in November of 1952. Ken had joined the Middlesex Regiment 
and would have been sent to Korea had it not been for the Armistice in 1953. 
 

Back in England on leave on a rainy 2nd June 1953, they each remember 
watching the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth on neighboursô small black and 
white televisions. Finally demobbed in December 1954, Ken returned to Old 
Thorns Farm in Liphook, where he had worked soon after leaving school at 15 
in 1949 and where he had been promised a house when he got married. 

 
They married on a fine day on 
July 2nd1955.  Shirley remem-
bers the ride in a taxi with her 
father to Bramshott Church in 
her white wedding dress and 
veil both borrowed from her 
sister-in-law-to-be, with a bou-
quet of red carnations.  She  
recalls that their wedding cake 
was iced by a Mr Silk, a plaster-
er in the building trade!  Jimmy 
Youngôs song ñUnchained Mel-
odyò topped the charts but there 
were no discos or bands at wed-
dings in those days ï just chat-

ting away with the guests and a drink or two at the working menôs club with 
friends in the evening. 
 

Ken remained on paid reserve with the Army for four years after demobilisa-
tion and Shirley recalls a knock on the door not long after baby Patricia had 
arrived.  She feared a call up due to the Suez crisis, but it was just the Health 
Visitor.  Number 2 Rose Villas was a happy home, but still had no electricity 
until just before Trish was born.  A few moves later, at one point living in a 
caravan for a few months, the family moved to Hillbrow near Liss.  A lucky 
win on the football pools provided the money to buy a Baby Burco wash  
boiler.  Just as well since Shirley was expecting baby number two. It was the 
time polio vaccine was just being rolled out.  Kenôs boss Mr Summers was 
building two new houses, one of which became the familyôs new home just 
days before baby Richard arrived. 
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Ken enjoyed working as a herdsman and moved to a new job in Singleton, 
from where they could walk up to Goodwood and watch the horses finishing 
their races on the Trundle. Shirley joined the Singleton WI and the couple 
were able to buy a radiogram and remember going to the cinema to see Cliff 
Richard in ñSummer Holidayò.  It was the bitter winter of 1963. Snow on the 
fields lasted 3 months and the milk tanker couldnôt reach the farm. 
 

However, the milking parlour was modernised, and one cowman could do the 
work alone, so it was time to move again.  After a spell in Petworth, Ken  
applied for a job as a gardener in Haslemere, where they lived for a while. 
  
Keen to return to a herdsmanôs job, Ken was delighted when Mr. Riddell at 
Keyfox Farm offered him back his first job as cowman with a tied cottage ï for 
the family of five now, with the arrival of baby Alan.  Shirleyôs memories of 
1971 and 1972 include her first taste of white wine at a Tuesday Club wine and 
cheese party and a visit with the club to see Sacha Distel, whose version of 
ñRaindrops Keep Falling on My Headò had reached number 10 in the UK 
charts in 1970. 
 

Ken turned 40 in 1974, the year Trishôs good A-Level results had won her a 
place at teacher training college at Falmer near Brighton (now part of the Uni-
versity).  The following year, Richard left school and followed Ken to work on 
the farm and Shirley went with Trish and her boyfriend to see Frankie Valli 
and the Four Seasons at the Dome in Brighton. 
 

It was 1977 when the family moved to South Lane and Ken started work as the 
cowman for the Leconfield Estate, looking after 70 Friesians. Shirley worked 
at the Angel in Petworth and became more and more involved with the Tues-
day Club.  Trish was by then teaching in Middlesex and married at All Hal-
lows, Tillington on 25 August 1979, with a reception for 120 guests in Tilling-
ton Village Hall. Disco music was provided by her brother, Richard, who went 
on to become well known locally as a DJ with his Sound City Roadshow.  
 

The next musical memory in 1981 was a trip to see Johnny Mathis at the 
Brighton Centre and another to see Cliff Richard.  Life went on with occas-
ional holidays, when Ken could get time off from milking and calving ï some-
times difficult.  Ilfracombe was a family favourite and when Petworth was 
twinned with San Quirico in Italy, Shirley and Ken went with many others by 
coach to Tuscany.  Later Shirley flew to Tuscany again in 1990 with daughter 
Trish. 
 

Lots of holidays, lots of time with friends and family tending the garden until 
Kenôs retirement in 1999, when for a short time, he carried on relief milking 
one day a week, but after the estate decided not to keep a dairy herd, he helped 
friends and neighbours with their gardens.  Now they take pride in their three 
granddaughters and Richard helps Ken and Shirley with their garden in South 
Lane. 
 

ñWhy write about us?ò, said Shirley.  ñWeôre just ordinaryò.  Sorry Shirley, 
we must disagree ï you and Ken are quite inspirational.  Thank you for the 
trip down Memory Lane.  Wishing you a very happy anniversary. 
 

Sue Laker (in conversation with Shirley and Ken Green) 
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MY DESERT ISLAND DISCS 

by Jo Haill 
 
 

 

Well, I have got to the grand age of 60 and thought it was time to do this.  
Born in ô65, and an ô80s teenager, I have always loved to dance and take any 
opportunity Iôm given!  I hope you enjoy this list. We have lived in/near Dunc-
ton for over 30 years and so enjoy being part of this wonderful community.  I 
run the admin on the Duncton village Notice Board on Facebook.  
 

I had real trouble narrowing this list down to 8, but here goes:  
 

1.  Boogie Wonderland ï Earth, Wind and Fire.  
This was played at a major party for my 14th birthday.  The garage was lined 
with baking foil and flashing orange road lights.  
 

2.  We are Family ï Sister Sledge. I heard it at the Luna Park with my brother, 
Chris, during one of our great family holidays in the south of France.  
 

3.  Love over Gold ï Dire Straits.  
First loves!  
 

4.  Anything sung by Chris Rea, but Josephine reminds me of meeting Mr 
Haill. 
 

5.  Dancing Queen ï ABBA.  
So many girls, so many laughs, so many more to come. For young and old.  
 

6.  Adventure of a Lifetime ï Coldplay.  
Takes me back to Germany, in our second motorhome, and some great adven-
tures had and to be had. Itôs also my ringtone!  
 

7. Adagio for Strings ï Samuel Barber.  
Reminds me of times spent chilling with Stu and many friends, especially on 
our yacht, Noonin.  
 

8.  Reach for the Stars ï S Club 7.  
I canôt hear this without thinking of all my family and of rainbows, which I 
have loved all my life. 
 

The book I would take is The Count of Monte Christo by Alexander Dumas.  I 
love the story and get something new out of it every time I read it.  
 

My luxury (tongue firmly in cheek) is a still, so I could learn make my own 
gin!  Or, if that is not allowed, a quality pair of cashmere gloves.  I always 
have cold hands é warm heart!  
 

Looking forward to an exciting year ahead.  



 

25 

NEW BECH IN ORCHARD 

TILLINGTONôS PILGRIMAGE WALK TO CHICHESTER CATHEDRAL  
 

This year Chichester Cathedral is celebrating 950 amazing years.  Some of us 
in Tillington think it would be interesting and fun to re-enact the Chaucer Ta-
les and have a ópilgrimageô walk to the Cathedral. 
 

On Saturday, July 26 at 9.00am, we will leave from the Duncton Viewpoint 
near the top of Duncton Hill, thus making the walk a manageable 12 miles, 
rather than 17 miles from Tillington.  We expect to take about 6 hours and 
there will be some truly stunning scenery along the way.  Angela and others 
will be providing support vehicles.  Expect food and much sociable chat.  We 
plan to:- 
 

a) Stop every hour for a short prayer and a reading, take a breather and have 
some refreshments. 

b) Arrive early afternoon, probably by 3pm, when the caf® and toilets will 
be open at the Cathedral. 

c) Have the chance to see the exhibition called Religion, Rebellion and 
Reformation.  It is the story of the Christian faith in Sussex, revealed 
through people, remarkable events and treasures, from 1075 to the present 
day. 

d) If we wanted, we could have a prayer at the shrine of St. Richard, the 
patron saint of Sussex.  

 

If the idea of walking with us appeals, please let me or Lee Lavington know at 
mark.lavington01@gmail.com or Gerald (email below), and we will be de-
lighted to have you along. 
 

Alternatively, please consider sponsoring us.  We are walking also to raise 
funds to help with the cost of the work on Tillington Church tower. 
 

There are four ways to donate your sponsorship money. 
 

1.  BACS transfer direct to Tillington PCC at Sort Code: 40-52-40 (HSBC), 
Account no: 00007058, Account Name: Tillington Parochial Church Council, 
marked WALK 

2. Sponsor a walker at so much a mile.  Thus, if sponsoring at Ã2.50 per mile, 
the donation would be Ã30.  Form available from Gerald. 

3. A cheque made payable to Tillington PCC, or cash to Gerald or Lee. 

4. Make a donation via Just Giving site at https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/gerald-greshamcooke-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL 
 

For those not too keen on the walk, the Rev'd David is arranging a visit to the 
Cathedral by car later in the summer! 
 

Gerald Gresham Cooke (Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com) 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/gerald-greshamcooke-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/gerald-greshamcooke-1?utm_medium=FA&utm_source=CL
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SOME OF OUR 3 PARISHES GARDENS FOR YOU TO ENJOY 
 

We asked our readers to submit photographs of their gardens and have been 
overwhelmed by the stunning pictures that we have received.  We hope you 
will enjoy them as much as we did, on this page, the following two pages and 
on the inside back cover of the magazine. 


