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5th GENERATION, LOCAL FAMILY RUN  
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
 

24 Hours Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Monumental Stones supplied 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available 
Grave Maintenance Service 

 

The Gables, Tillington, GU28 9AB 
Tel: 01798 342174 
Fax: 01798 342224 

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk 



 

 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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HEATH END FARM SHOP 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Open 8am to 6pm for your every need, from fresh locally 
baked bread, Sodt bread, newspapers, fresh cakes, hot drinks, 
locally brewed beer, brewery 288, eggs, honey, local wine, 
meat, everything we can get locally we will. We have a well 
stocked and unusual selection of almost everything. 
We will try to order in anything you need that we donôt have 
in stock. Telephone  01798 343266 
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K & J CATERING 
FOR ANY OCCASION 
 
1 The Gardens, Fittleworth, Pulborough 
West Sussex  RH20 1HT 
 
01798 865982  
Mobile 07989620857 
email:  kateknight1972@btinternet.com  
 
Kate Knight   

 

 

ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                    

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 9AF  

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 

ANGUS STUDD 
COUNTRYSIDE SERVICES 

LTD 
 

 

 

 

 

Mole Catching  

òno Mole, No Feeó 
 

Hornets ð Wasps  
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile: 07828 134086 
 
 
 

www.ascountrysideservices.co.uk 
 
 
 

 

mailto:kateknight1972@btinternet.com
http://www.ascountrysideserives.co.uk
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Fully refurbished with central heating, 
modern kitchen and coffee shop 

Excellent facilities for weddings, parties and clubs 
Ideal for business use, away-days, seminars and exhibitions. 

Wall mounted projection screens 
in house catering and dining facilities for 10 ï 90 people 

Disabled access and toilet, car park 
Excellent rates 

Contact:  Mrs Kate Knight, 01798  865982    07989 620 857 
kateknight1972@btinternet.com 

WEST SUSSEX PAVING AND LANDSCAPING 
(TILLINGTON) 

 
 
 
 

All aspects of landscaping from conception to completion, 
including design (if required). 

Patios, driveways, paths, paving repairs, cleaning & sealing.   
Brick and stone work, fencing, gates, decking and turfing,  

timber raised beds etc.   

Specialist bespoke timber sheds, stables, summerhouses and tree houses. 
 

Over 40 years experience, references and testimonials freely available.   
No project too small or too large. 

 
 

CHRIS DILNOT  07711 031268 
chrisdilnot888@gmail.com 



 

 

ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 01798 343512 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 01798 344489 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Gillie Ross 01798 342 231 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 01798 343582 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: David Tupper 01798 342343 

 Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: David Tupper 01798 342343 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.net    www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 
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PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd 

Lychgate Cottage, Tillington, Petworth, West Sussex GU28 9AH  
 

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers,  please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

or by hand to the Old Post House, Tillington, GU28 9AF by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 01798 344824  

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely,  Mary Connor, Charles Drake, Jenny 
Lowe, Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, Sue Wick-
ham 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Jean Huggett  clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 01798 343906 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 01798 344914 

District Councillor: Eileen Lintill 01798 342948 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 01798 343512 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Kate Knight    07989 620 857 
kateknight1972@btinternet.com 

01798 865982 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Peter Thomas 01798 344352 

Vice-Chairman: Andrew Mills  

Parish Clerk: Hannah-Louise OôCallaghan  clerk@duncton.org  01798 865189.  

Councillors: Nigel Clifford 
Keith Napthine 
Izzy Harte 

01798 344602 
01798 669365 

County Councillor: David Bradford  07922 865735 

District Councillor: Alan Sutton 01798 342452 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Vacant   

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 01798 343582 

Secretary: Alison Pindell 01798 343332 

Committee Members:  Tom Cole, Katherine Minchin, Hilary OôSullivan, Peter Thomas 
 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Well,  Summer is here and so is the double issue of the Three Parishes.  How 
little would we ever have imagined just a year ago that this Summer would see 
war on our doorstep and millions of displaced women and children across 
Europe. 
 
In contrast, we Brits celebrated the extended holiday weekend of Her Majestyôs 
Platinum Jubilee enjoying the best of British summer treats as we remembered 
the stability of our Queenôs 70-year reign, recalling our own history since the 
early 1950ôs, when food was in short supply, national resources were depleted, 
the coffers were empty and all to defeat one of the most misguided, evil men in 
history. And here we are again, wondering how it will all play out this time. 
 
Our local efforts to lend a hand to the Ukrainians who have come to seek refuge 
in Tillington led to a superb cake sale fundraiser on Saturday 25th June but 
whilst we all love to eat cake whenever we can, we are also thinking about how 
to stretch the household budget as prices rise. Some of our readers have offered 
suggestions for making the most of leftovers on pages 36 and 37. Whilst July 
and August promise some lovely events such as the visit to All Hallows of the 
Gospel Choir on 7th August and the Petworth Festival which will soon be in 
full swing, there are treats which cost nothing at all. The Heartsmart Walks for 
July and August will show you the best of the countryside in summer and the 
wild flowers this year seem especially wonderful. If youôve never done one of 
these walks, this is the time to give it a try. You may even see a hobby. See 
page 18 to find out more about the hobby. 
 
Have a lovely Summer. Weôll be back in September. 

FROM ALL HALLOWS 
 

 
The wonderful Platinum Jubilee celebrations in our villages co-
incided with my feeling decidedly, and unusually, under the 
weather. I hope I managed to disguise that.  Thank you to every-
one involved in the organisation of the various events and ser-
vices celebrating Her Majestyôs 70 years of admirable public 
service. 
 
July is a bittersweet month for the Year 6 leavers at Duncton CE Primary 
School, which ï with the infant school at Graffham - has been their safe place 
and home-from-home for seven years, notwithstanding the interruptions and 
educational setbacks of Covid. With thanks to the generosity of villagers and 
parishioners who kindly sponsored a Bible for each leaver, these brilliant chil-
dren are now ready ï even if they think they are not ï to make the transition to 
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secondary school. During July they will attend a special service at Chichester 
Cathedral, and I hope they will look out for the magnificent larger-than-life 
statue of St Richard, our Diocesan patron saint, created by local sculptor Philip 
Jackson, which I told them about in my recent school assembly celebrating 
Sussex Day. 
 
As I write, Guy, our younger son, has one further A-level examination to com-
plete. With a university place hopefully beckoning for him, Karen and I may 
soon be óempty nestersô and, goodness me, that will feel strange. One compen-
sation is that, for the first time in two decades, we can contemplate a family 
holiday outside school term breaks. That feels like a liberation of sorts. 
 
By the time this magazine reaches you, I shall have picked the first broad 
beans and possibly potatoes from the Fittleworth Rectory garden. My straw-
berries have been better than ever before (thanks to a net keeping squirrels and 
birds at bay) and the recent warmer weather has been good for the sweetcorn, 
cauliflower and cabbages, tomatoes, butternut squash and courgettes. And take 
a bow, perpetual spinach and Swiss chard, never sighted in supermarkets but, 
as I have discovered, very easy to grow and likely to be a staple of many sum-
mer meals, from salads to curries. God is good. 
 
The continuing war in Ukraine, plus the cost-of-living crisis and industrial 
action on the railways, is casting a shadow over this summer. Covid is not yet 
the historical footnote we hope it will one day become, but I trust that there 
will be opportunities, during July and August, for you to enjoy some free time 
with family or friends, be that in beautiful Sussex or elsewhere in the UK or 
overseas.  
  
As a result of ministry-team holidays over the summer, there are some changes 
from the usual pattern of services, but I hope that many of you will find an 
opportunity to come to church at some point. I particularly hope that the rela-
tively late decision to offer an outdoor Pet Service at Fittleworth on the last 
day of July will encourage pets (and well-behaved owners!) to gather for a 
blessing and celebration of all Godôs creatures. Please bring a camping or fold-
up chair if you are coming to the 10.30am service on 31 July.  
 
A week earlier, Tillington welcomes the return of the UK Forces Veterans 
Show Band Concert in All Hallows Church (23 July at 7.30pm; tickets Ã15 
from Gerald 01798 342151 or geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com)  And, look-
ing ahead to 7 August, we can look forward to a Service with the Jesus House 
Gospel Choir at All Hallows, Tillington, and a Dog Show, raising funds for 
Holy Trinity Duncton that same afternoon.   
 

In friendship,  
David  
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 
The Tillington and Duncton Facebook pages have proved useful  

for some of us - use these as well. 

HEARTSMART WALKS 
 

Saturday 2nd July - 2.30pm 
(Petworth Society event  - no booking necessary)  

 

PETWORTH  PARK  -  ANCIENT TREE WALK PART 1 
Leader: Gerald.  Time: 1.75 hours.  Distance: 3 miles. 

 

A fascinating walk through Park trees, which at  350-800 years old are some of 
the most ancient trees in Europe. It is dotted with magnificent oaks,  beeches 
and sweet chestnuts and we pass the Beelzebub Oak. The walk also takes us by 
recently restored viewpoints from the north end of the Upper Pond.  The fal-
low deer, long views and great trees make for a compelling walk Φ 
 

Meet: Petworth Park,  NORTH Car Park. Bring National Trust card or cash 
(Ã3) for Parking.  Grid. Ref. SU966 238. Nearest Post Code GU28 9LS.  
  

Thursday 21st July ï 10.30am  
 

PETWORTH PARK  - ANCIENT TREE WALK  PART 2 
Leader: Gerald. Time: 1 hr 30 mins  Distance: 3 miles.  

 

Marvel at some of the oldest and largest trees in the country, from 350-800 
years old. See an unusual hollow Common Lime, perhaps 500 to 600 years 
old, with a girth of 7.46m. Our walk passes Capability Brown's famous view 
across Upper Pond to the House. 
 

Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington, GU28 9AF.  
 

Thursday 18th August 
 

*NEW WALK*  - FITTLEWORTH 
Leader: Gerald.  Time: 1.30 hours.  Distance: 3 miles. 

 

Two short stretches on tarmac and then a lovely walk through countryside sur-
rounding Fittleworth.  No stiles and wonderful views across the River Roth-
er. Two inclines. Excellent caf® available for teas, coffees and small lunches. 
 

Meet: Fittleworth Village Hall RH20 1JB. By Car: From Petworth take the 
A283 east towards Fittleworth, and in middle of village turn right into School 
Lane.  After the playing fields, the Village Hall (and shop) is on the left. Park 
at the rear of the Hall please.  
 

Contact Gerald on 07748 597 568 if uncertain. Dogs welcome. 
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TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFAST: 2nd July and 6th August - details on page 15. 
 

GOSPEL CHOIR AT TILLINGTON:  7th August - details on page 13. 

Note from Mark re Tillington Village Lunches 
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WHO ARE THE ñGOSPEL CHOIRò? 
 

The Gospel choir, or to give them their proper title óThe Jesus House Tribe of 
Judah Choirô, are an exciting and inspirational small part of the mass choir 
based at the Redeemed Christian Church of God with its home in Brent, North 
London. This Church welcomes thousands of worshippers to their services 
each Sunday, but more than that they are a committed charity serving the needy 
and poor of all nations with gifts, a food bank and other support. Their congre-
gation and choir come from all walks of life and from all parts of London and 
beyond. The Church has grown over thirty years from a small evangelical 
group which included a brilliant trainee gynaecologist from St Thomasôs Hos-
pital, Pastor Shola Adeaga, with whom I worked. Gynaecologyôs loss was the 
Churchôs gain. Their Church grew in leaps and bounds, attracting hundreds into 
the Christian Faith, and building an amazing Church community.  
 
They have very generously supported us at Tillington on three previous occa-
sions, the last being in 2017. Sadly, Covid caused cancellation of their visit in 
2020, so we are really delighted that they have accepted our invitation to join 
us again on August 7th. They have also hosted a group of us from Tillington at 
their Church. 
 
The service on August 7th will be a powerful explosion of magnificent singing 
and preaching which serves to uplift the congregation and bring us truly into 
the presence of God. 
 
The church service is free and open to everyone, so please do come and join us.  
 
After the service there will be a Hog Roast lunch in The Old Rectory garden, as 
on previous occasions, when there is an opportunity to meet the choir mem-
bers. Sadly, numbers for this have to be limited. Tickets at Ã12 each are availa-
ble from O1798 345 150, or e-mail ifergusson@hotmail.com. 
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All Hallows, Tillington 
 

Come and join us for 
Our All-Age Breakfast Church 

 

Sunday July 3rd at 10.15 
Bacon butties from 9.45 

 

 
 

 
 

Theme: Healing 

 

THE GOSPEL CHOIR  
returns to Tillington 

 

The Gospel Choir from Jesus House, London, will be 
leading the service in Tillington  

 

SUNDAY AUGUST 7
th 
11 am 

 

Everyone Welcome 

Followed by a Hog Roast at the Old Rectory  
with the choir 

 

Hog Roast by ticket only Ã12 each.  
Phone 01798 345 150 after June 20th 

 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCHES 
 

Please note there will be no village lunch in July and August. 
However, monthly lunches (usually last Friday of the month) 

will resume from September. 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

St Mary the Virgin Church, Upwaltham 
Burial:6 June 2022 Sir Shane Blewitt 

  
All Hallows Church, Tillington 

Wedding: 11 June 2022 Laura Dadswell and Christopher Murray 
Funeral:22 June 2022 Anthony Fitzjohn 

A BANKING SCAM: A CAUTIONARY TALE 
 
Always take a moment to stop and think before parting with your personal 
information or money. Here is a cautionary tale. 
 
A friend of ours was telephoned by a man claiming to be from Maidstone 
Police Station, quoting our friend's name and address. Our friend was told his 
bank account had been hacked into, and the Police knew the fraudster. He was 
asked to help the Police with it, and, please, to phone this Scotland 
Yard number to verify.  
 
They rang the number and were caught in the trap. The fraudsters were still on 
the line and so intercepted the attempt to ring Scotland Yard.  I don't have to 
say more except a five-figure sum was lost. 
 
If you receive a call from your bank or the police, verify who the person is 
before handing over any personal details. 
  
You can do this by calling your bank (the number is on the back of a bank 
card) or the Police (101) on a DIFFERENT phone line. This can be a mobile 
number or a phone owned by your family.  If no other phone is available, wait 
AT LEAST 5 minutes to ensure your line is clear to make the phone call. This 
is because scammers are able to keep the line open. The scammer pretends to 
be a different person.  
 
Remember your bank will NEVER ask you to authorise anything by 
entering your PIN into the telephone.  
 

Gerald Gresham Cooke 
Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, Tillington  
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Wednesday 1st June  
 

TILLINGTON VISIT OF HIGH SHERIFF 
  
Something was definitely astir on this Village Coffee morning.    Much activi-
ty in the village hall car park with weeding and tidying - a table set up with 
tempting cakes and coffee to be poured.   We were celebrating the anticipated 
arrival of our High Sheriff, Mr James Whitmore, who had been invited by 
TLC to visit Tillington to thank the drivers for their amazing work. 
  
A large group of villagers turned out to greet him and chat about our vibrant 
village, in  particular TLC, which provides care and support for those in 
need.  He repeated several times that the community spirit was palpable and 
infectious, underpinning the wonderful village network.  During a short 
speech he thanked all the volunteers saying they were the life-blood of the 
community.  He confirmed this by saying what a fantastic community we are! 
  
Accompanied by Gerald Gresham Cooke he visited the Church and climbed to 
the top of the tower where he took the secateurs and cleared the vegetation  - 
leaning out to accomplish this task, much to the concern of Gerald.   He is the 
seventh High Sheriff to visit TLC, which is a real honour for the village. 
  
From the perspective of the kitchen maid who was very conscious of the 
amount of cake and coffee consumed, it was obviously a very successful visit. 
The villagers were delighted to have such a special guest and his letter of 
thanks confirmed for him what a happy visit this had been. 
 
 

 

TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFAST 
 

 
Saturday July 2nd  

Our Men's Breakfast speaker is James Griffiths, film maker for Disney Films.  
He will speak on ñAnatomy of a screen - script to screenò. 

  
Saturday August 6th  

Calling all cricket lovers! An ex- Chairman of the MCC, Oliver Stocken, 
will speak to us about world famous cricket players that he has known, and 

amazing matches he has watched. A delight and honour.  
 

Tillington Village Hall.  8.15am for 8.30.  Ã7. 
All local men are welcome. 
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FIELDS OF GOLD - A TWEET ABOUT WHEAT 
 
The fields of ripening wheat might as well be made of gold as wheat prices have 
risen 60% this year as Russia and Ukraine, the producers of almost one third of 
the worldôs wheat, are no longer exporting through Ukraineôs Black Sea ports.   

Fortunately, the UK imports almost no wheat from Ukraine or Russia and only 
around 15% of our milling wheat for human consumption is imported - mainly 
from Germany and Canada.  Trading agricultural commodities through the Eu-
ropean commodities futures market is more difficult post-Brexit but all markets 
are linked in terms of pricing, so although the UK has no supply issues, the cost 
of our daily bread is rising. 

Wheat dominates the UKôs arable crops and we have always had an exportable 
surplus, but energy prices, which account for part of the cost of wheat produc-
tion, have risen as a result of war and the cost of fertiliser has more than tripled. 

India, also a major wheat-growing nation, has banned all exports of grain as 
African and Asian countries, which traditionally rely on the Ukraine for their 
wheat imports, were starting to look for alternative supplies.  With last yearôs 
harvest still mainly in grain silos in Ukraine and little chance of this yearsô har-
vest being gathered in if there is no way to export it, it is unlikely that the grain 
for the 2023 harvest will even be planted there.  Though the UK and others are 
trying to help Ukraine find alternative means to export at least some of the 
stored grain, the rippling effects are going to cause apocalyptic problems to the 
countries which rely on Ukraineôs wheat . 

British wheat is grown mainly in the centre and eastern side of the country, alt-
hough we do grow some in Sussex.  At Ridlington Farm, Pam Gadd says the 
wheat is doing well now after a bad start due to all the rain earlier in the year, 
but the input costs are rising astronomically. All types of flour have risen by 
15% so far this year, says a local baker, but since wheat prices are up sixty per 
cent on last Septemberôs harvest, further increases for flour products (some 30% 
of all supermarket foods contain flour) are yet to feed through into our daily 
bread. Staple foods, like bread, which is a staple for sixty per cent of the worldôs 
population, should be inexpensive or at least affordable.   

Perhaps we have taken the low cost of some of our food for granted for too long 
and certainly wheat has been an underrated commodity.  The French respect 
their bread so much that there is even a legal decree to ensure the quality of the 
traditional baguette, which must be made on the premises where it is sold, and 
can only contain 4 ingredients: wheat flour, water, salt and yeast.  It is, they say, 
an ill wind which blows nobody any good.  My local baker friend tells me he 
has been able to recruit a wonderful Ukrainian lady with terrific baking skills. 

Sue Laker 
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GERRY CASTLE 

A long-standing resident of Tillington, Gerry Castle passed away in April, 
some six months shy of his 100th birthday.   

In his career as a chief medical technician, Gerry was a key member of the 
team led by Sir Magdi Yacoub, developing ground-breaking techniques in heart 
surgery.  He loved his work and the camaraderie of hospital life. 

Always keen on the outdoors, Gerry cycled and walked and followed a number 
of sports, including football (Tottenham Hotspur), cricket and tennis.  Famous-
ly, he met his wonderful wife Joan - and her brother George - at the local tennis 
club in Finchley.  They married in 1952, enjoying more than 60 happy years 
together. 

Moving to Tillington in the early 80s, Gerry and Joan were staunch supporters 
of church and village.  A Sidesman and a Holy Duster, Gerry assisted with 
communion and supported many fundraising initiatives.  He loved the Horse 
Guards and, as a loyal supporter of the cricket club, rarely missed a summer 
afternoon at the recreation ground. 

A lover of animals and birds, Gerry enjoyed hosting the dogs of his many 
friends, Gemma and Shadow being great favourites.  His wonderful garden was 
a highlight of every Open Gardens and he laboured many hours, every day, to 
produce a thing of great beauty. 

New fame came late in life when black and white photographs which Gerry had 
taken of post-war Liverpool were rediscovered and published, and an exhibi-
tion was held in Petworth. 

After the loss of his beloved Joan, Gerry battled on with great resilience and 
with huge support from friends and neighbours, which he much appreciated.   

Modest, kind and generous, in the words of R L Stevenson, Gerry looked for 
the best in others and gave the best he had; he is much missed by his brother-in
-law George, and by his many friends. 

Jenny Williams 
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HOBBY  
 

by Michael Blencowe of the Sussex Wildlife Trust 
 
Recently Iôve spent a lot of time on the beautiful West Sussex heaths, where 
Iôve  been lucky to encounter an animal which always gets my heart beating as 
it speeds past: the Hobby. Around about now, high in a twiggy tree-top nest, 
two eggs will be laid. The proud parents have flown all the way from the Congo 
Basin to raise their family in the Sussex countryside.  
 
Hobbies look debonair and dashing. With their black óeye maskô and drooping 
ómoustacheô thereôs a touch of Zorro about them. And, like that enigmatic 
swordsman, Hobbies are famed for their speed and dexterity. Superficially the 
Hobby looks similar to the Peregrine, which along with the Kestrel makes up 
the trio of falcons that breed in Sussex. But Peregrines are very different birds. 
They started raising their families way back in April and adult Peregrines are 
up to four times heavier than a Hobby. Peregrines hunt by putting their weight 
behind their attack, whereas Hobbies use aerial agility and acceleration; the 
ninja to the Peregrineôs sumo. The Hobbyôs slender scimitar wings slice the air 
as they twist, turn and tumble to pluck their victims from the sky in their talons.  
 
These victims are the reason for the Hobbyôs 4,000 mile journey from Africa, 
and for their late egg-laying. The birth of the hungry Hobby chicks is perfectly 
synchronised with their food supply, which is most abundant in Sussex skies in 
July and August. Hobbies specialise in catching the uncatchable: swallows, 
martins, swifts and dragonflies - all accomplished aviators themselves, who 
probably thought they were invincible whilst airborne. Watching a Hobby hunt-
ing is watching an accomplished predator at work.  
 
If youôve been on a wildlife walk with me youôve probably already heard my 
favourite piece of Hobby trivia. In 1946 Mr Adolph of Langton Green, Kent 
had an idea. Presumably, with a name like that, the preceding seven years had 
been a tough time for Mr Adolph, but now he was free to unleash his incredible 
invention upon the world; a game which involved flicking wobbly model foot-
ballers up and down a tabletop. This game, he insisted, would be a great hobby 
for boys and he named his invention invention just that: óHobbyô.  
But when it came to registering  the name, the Patents Office  
said that óHobbyô was too  general a term.  Instead, Mr Adolph 
took the scientific name from his favourite falcon.  And so 
the agile  Hobby (Falco subbuteo) became forever linked 
to wet Saturday afternoons flicking headless Crystal 
Palace midfielders around the dining room.  
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WEDDINGS 

 
The season for weddings is hereðsuch truly happy events.  Many people have 
waited and waited for the last few years for a time when they can just jubilant-
ly celebrate their nuptials. The days of limiting numbers at gatherings have 
gone so they can, and do, invite all their friends.  
 
At Tillington we really like weddings.  Locals often gather outside to admire 
the amazing hats and dresses.  Is the bride going to be late?  It doesnôt really 
matter - she will come and there is that little frisson of excitement when final-
ly, often in some wonderful old car, the beautiful bride (brides are always 
beautiful, arenôt they?) arrives.   People really look forward to weddings when 
they can celebrate a happy event with friends and family. This article is una-
shamedly in favour of weddings in churches.  Most people these days, it 
seems, only go to churches for weddings and funerals. Gosh, arenôt they some-
how more complete, almost more real, in church? 
 
Who can resist a smile or a wave 
when you see a bridal car?  Guests in 
fascinating clothes - of late at Tilling-
ton, we have had the groom and the 
groomsmen in Bermuda shorts, and 
sometimes we see some fine kilts.  
The girls wear the prettiest of dresses 
and some gorgeous hats, and as for 
the amazing shoes. ..  It seems to me 
that all the young guests, especially 
the men, are giantsðso tall and so 
handsome.   
 
Most of the couples who marry at All 
Hallows are not local but want to 
marry in church and have a reception 
nearby. This means that they need to 
come to a church service regularly for 
six months before their marriage.  In 
this way they get to know the church 
and the congregation and we get to know them.  It is something we all enjoy.  
Very often couples bring their children back to be christened, which again is 
such a delight to us all.   

 
Angela Gresham Cooke 
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TILLINGTON JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 

Tillington knows how to celebrate in style! What a fantastic weekend we had 
marking the Queenôs Platinum Jubilee. The festivities kicked off with the 
church bells ringing out across the village announcing the start of the celebra-
tions. Upperton, River and Tilllington poured out on to the recreation ground 
with dogs, visiting friends and family members. Highlights included racing 
dogs, dog owners looking like their dog in the hope of the top prize, tasty 
homemade quiche, ice cream with biscoff, games, music from the Petworth 
Town Band, bagpipes and more.  

As someone who has recently moved to Tillington, a lovely thing about the 
evening was the opportunity to spend time with others in the village and get to 
know them a little better. Watching people throw eggs at each other, singing 
the National Anthem and witnessing the historic moment of the beacon light-
ing alongside others in our community certainly helps bring us together.  Sure-
ly that is in part what Her Majestyôs Jubilee was all about. It made me reflect 
on the history of our village, the celebrations that have come before and those 
that are ahead of us. After several challenging years when these sorts of events 
couldnôt have taken place, it was wonderful to see so much evidence of a com-
munity that has historically come together, still thriving and looking to the fu-

ture together. Perhaps the most special part of the evening was the finale. We 
were treated to stunning fireworks set to the music, óLand of Hope and Gloryô. 
Thank you so much to Jo Clevely and her team for all the hard work put into 
the evening - it was a triumph and we are very grateful.  

The celebrations continued throughout the weekend with local street parties. 
For others it was the perfect excuse to sit with different generations of family 
and friends watching the service, the pageant, or other events on the TV.  
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The weekend finished with a thanksgiving service for the Queenôs Jubilee. 
There were puppets, bacon rolls, crown making, a re-enactment of the corona-
tion and even a surprise visit from (Tillingtonôs very own) Her Majesty.  

Connie Wilson 


