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!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ϧ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ 

 
 

5ŀƛǊȅ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ¦ƴƛǘǎ 
{ƭǳǊǊȅ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ aŀƛƴǎ 
DǊŀƛƴ {ǘƻǊŜǎ /ƭŀŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜŜǘ wƻƻŬƴƎ 
[ƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ tƭǳǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ DǊƻǳƴŘǿƻǊƪǎ 
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²ŜōΥǿǿǿΦǇǇŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎƭǘŘΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 
 

                   Available for Hire 
 

Large main hall with facilities for up to 90 seated dining. 
Suitable for parties, classes, clubs, exhibitions, etc 
Smaller room for meetings, coffee mornings, etc. 

Fully equipped kitchen.  
Disabled access.  Small car park with 2 EV charging points. 
Reduced rates for residents and regular hirers.  

See Tillington Village Website for hire rates and further information 
or contact booking secretary: Juliet Pollard 01798 368246 

tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 

TILLINGTON 
VILLAGE HALL  
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LIST OF REGULAR MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS 
 

F = front section of magazine R = rear section of magazine * denotes new entry 
 

BUILDING SERVICES 

Trevor Dummer Carpentry and Joinery R 

Ghinn & Co. General Building Contractors F 

Andy Hill Roofing Roofing Contractor R 

D Moore Plumbing and Heating R 

JV Plumbing & Heating Plumbing and Heating R 

P Phillips Contractors Ltd Agricultural & Industrial Building F 
 

DOMESTIC 

Adam Ant Chimney Sweep R 

Country Artisan Interiors Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, etc. R 

The Flooring Brothers Carpet and Vinyl Fitting R 

HoBo Design Studio/Soft Furnishings F 

Magna Dry Southern Carpet, Upholstery & Curtain Cleaning R 

Miss Mop Domestic Cleaning R 

Jamie Murray Carer, House & Dog Sitting R 

Promedica24* Live-In Care  F 

Squaw Paint Internal and External Decorators R 

Jane Walker Forge Flowers Flower Arranging & Cut Flowers R 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 

W Bryder & Sons Independent Funeral Directors F 
 

GARDEN & AGRICULTURAL SERVICES 

A S Countryside Services Ltd. Mole Catching, Wasps and Hornets R 

Nick Blunt Fencing Fencing Contractor R 

David Doyle Gardening Service RHS Qualified Gardener R 

Gardens Revitalised Horticultural Consultancy R 

Haslemere Logs Locally Sourced Logs F 

Made by Andy Artisan Metalwork for Garden & Home R 

Straight Line Fencing Ltd Fencing Contractors F 

Sussex Land Works Ground Work, Garden Services, Logs R 

Southern Counties Tree Services Tree and Garden Care* F 
 

LOCAL SERVICES 

The Arts Society West Sussex Monthly Talks R 

Andrew Griffith MP Local MP for Arundel & South Downs R 

Austens Home Hardware Hardware Store R 

Bear Petworth Home Accessories and Gifts F 

Burcham Car Sourcing* Car Sourcing R 

Hairy Dog Mother  Dog Grooming* F 

Hennings Wine Wine Merchants F 

Learn to Flourish Private Maths Tutor R 

Market Square Garage Garage Services R 

Sky Park Farm Deer Farm, Farm Shop & Caf® F 

Clive Way Computer Repairs and Problems R 

Yoga with Pauline Johnson Yoga Teacher R 

Malma Therapies Massage and Reiki R 

Tasch Inc Pet Care F 

The Petworth Cobbler Shoe & Leather Repairs, Watches, etc. F 
 

PROPERTY SERVICES 

Jackson-Stops Property Services F 
 

PLACES TO EAT/DRINK/STAY 

Badgers Petworth Public House F 

The Horse Guards Inn Public House F 

The Woodcote Lodge and Restaurant R 
 

VILLAGE SERVICES 

Duncton Village Hall   F 

Tillington Pavilion & Grounds   R 

Tillington Village Hall   F 
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ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 07548 330423 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 07906 858984 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

by 14th of the month. 



 

13 

TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Ross Burcham, Mary Connor, Jo Clevely, 
Charles Drake, Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 

 

07979 506151 

Parish Clerk:   

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 07860 650023 

Secretary: Vacant  

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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I wonder if you feel, as I do, a sense of anticipation for the coming year? 

So many things to look forward to, 

not least the end of January which is 

always just so long.  February is three 

days shorter and the mornings and 

evenings get lighter, good things are 

beginning to happen, bulbs are com-

ing up and at long last the birds will 

soon be singing. 

What a lovely feast we have for 

you this month!  A most interesting 

article about the old graveyard of St. 

Mary's church in Duncton and a 

photograph of the old church. There 

is news from the school and details of 

the promised food bins which will be 

with us before long  There is also an 

article from Iris Hedgecock, encour-

aging us on how to navigate February, 

and a wonderful poem about the 

promise of the spring which is getting 

closer. 

I wonder how many of us read the 

poems which Carolyn Purnell works 

hard to find for us every month?  I do 

encourage you to read them, as they 

are so varied, some well-known tradi-

tional ones and some funny, some 

quirky, but I promise they will make 

you think!  I believe Pam Ayres has 

also put in an appearance. 

My favourite article this month, is 

the not-so-funny Valentine story on 

page 25 ς it'll make you  smile!  I am 
sure that many of you have stories of 

funny/peculiar things that have hap-

pened to you and we would love to 

hear about them.  I remember going to 

a fancy-dress party only to find, on 

my arrival, that the fancy dress had 

been cancelled and people were sit-

ting down to a full-scale dinner party; 

I was dressed in my shipwreck outfit! 

I don't know who was more embar-

rassed, me or my host. 

Editorial 

 

Photo by Viktor Shurev on Unsplash 

https://unsplash.com/@viktorsh72?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/photos/a-bunch-of-snowdrops-that-are-in-the-snow-uez2m-7l45A?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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From Your Parish Priest 
 

W e had another wonderful Christmas across our village churches, and I am hugely grateful to 

everyone who cleaned, decorated and contributed to the 

services in any way. If you are an occasional worshipper, I 

hope that you found a welcome and that you will join us 

again soon. 

February days are still short, and the weather is often 

grey, yet there are signs of promise if we take time to notice them. The 

snowdrops that will soon decorate our churches at Candlemas are pushing 

through the cold soil, daylight is lingering a little longer, and the Church, as 

well as the supermarkets and card retailers, invites us to think about love in its 

truest sense. 

Midway through February comes the Feast of St Valentine. In popular 

culture it arrives with cards, chocolates, and roses, but its Christian roots tell a 

deeper story. St Valentine, a third-century soldier in the Roman army, became 

a priest and bishop, and was martyred for demonstrating his affections. The 

word óloveô appears many times in the Bible, sometimes in romantic contexts 

but also carrying meanings of commitment, responsibility, and respect.  

The enactment of love always involves sharing what we have. In the 

Gospels, Jesus speaks warmly of generosity, even in its smallest forms: 

ówhoever gives a cup of water to one of these little ones in my name will not 

lose their rewardô (Matthew 10:42).  Offering water as refreshment to the 

walkers and cyclists who pass through our villages and churchyards is a simple 

act of hospitality and refreshment, offered freely and kindly.  

But hospitality also depends on trust and mutual respect. Recently, I 

challenged a couple who live off-grid in a converted truck. They were filling 

huge containers of water for their cooking and washing needs from the outside 

tap in one of my churchyards. Appropriating huge quantities of ófreeô water at 

the expense of churches is a lifestyle choice for them. Is that right? What 

would Jesus do?  

Ash Wednesday, on 18 February, marks the beginning of Lent, when many 

Christians focus on their charitable giving. Water is a gift from God ς essential, 

precious, and never to be taken for granted ς so am I being un-Christian in 

thinking that the time has come to fit locks on our accessible church taps, 

especially if there is a trough or rainwater butt nearby for those who tend 

graves? Please let me have any thoughts. 

Wishing you a good February. 
In friendship, David 
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NOTICE BOARD 

Friday 27
th
 February ð 10.30am, Petworth Park ð History Walk 

 
Leader: Gerald, Duration:1.5 hours, Distance: 3 miles 
A chance to have a guided tour of the history of Petworth Park, mentioned in 
the Domesday Book of 1088. Learn about the family who have lived here for 
850 years, since 1170. We will also see and hear about all the main historic sites 
and how the Park has grown and its use changed over the centuries, as well as 
hopefully seeing the deer. 
Meet:  The Horse Guards Inn, Tillington, GU28 9AF. SU963 220. 
Leader : Gerald on 07748 597 568 on day of walk only. Dogs are welcome. 

Petworth Park Closures - a reminder that the annual deer culling in the park 
may continue into February , in which case the park will not open until 10 am 
from 2nd ð 6th February.  The Upperton Gate should remain closed throughout 
this period, and would re-open by 10.30 am on 6th February. Please check gate 
notices to confirm. 
 
N.B. For those walkers who use the Upperton Gate, the new steps are now 
much safer, thanks to the work done by the National Trust. 

PERMISSIVE PATH CLOSURES 
 

Permissive Path No. P 43: This is the path that runs from Tillingtonôs Cox-
land Cottages in Coxsland Lane for 0.5 miles towards the river. 
 

CLOSED for one day only: TUESDAY, 3rd FEBRUARY 
 

Permissive Path No. P 30: This path goes from the top of the Glebe Field in 
Tillington, alongside the vineyards and comes out on Upperton Road, near the 
Recreation Ground. 
 

CLOSED for one day only: WEDNESDAY, 4th February 
 

Paul de Zulueta, Foot Path Warden (07817 720783) 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE LUNCH 
 

You are warmly invited to our February village lunch  
Friday, 27th February at the Village Hall, 12.15 for 12.30 pm 

(Open to Tillington, Upperton and River residents and their guests only) 
 

Tickets Ã7.00 at the door ï Advance booking essential 
 

Delicious meal and excellent local company. 
If you would like to come, please let Mark know on either 

mark.lavington01@gmail.com or 07790 507288 or Angela on 01798 342151. 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

   TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFAST 

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7TH 

 

On Saturday, February 7th, our Speaker will be Tom Newton Dunn,  on 
Letters from Everest.  George Mallory, who may have reached the top of 
Everest in 1924, sent letters home from the different camps on Everest.  
These letters have only recently been found in a dusty trunk.  Tom is a 
broadcaster, presenter and political commentator, and writes a Times 
Newsletter each Thursday.   
 
8.15 for 8.30 in Tillington Village Hall. 
All men are welcome. Please book in with Gerald at 
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 
The cost is Ã7, payable on the door. 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board.! 

 

All Hallows, Tillington 
 

Come and join us for 

our All Age Breakfast Church 

on Sunday 1st February at 10.15. 

Bacon butties from 9.45. 

 

 
 
 

Theme: Anna and Simeon 

éċĦċŰĦǃШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШŉŸƖШ9ũĲƖťШƣŸШ?ƨŰĦƣŸŰШÂċƖŔƚőШ9ŸƨŰĦŔũЯШŔŰŉŸќШƓċŊĲШΞΦ 
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TILLINGTON  

VILLAGE HALL 

ACTIVITIES 

Has your New Yearôs resolution to keep fit or to do something different al-
ready fallen by the wayside?  Or would you like to learn a new skill or make 
some new friends?  If so, then why not sign up to one of the classes and activi-
ties that are available every week in the Tillington Village Hall? 
 
Monday: 
11.00-12.00 - Pilates with Jo Ambrose 
19.00-20.30 - Yoga session with Pauline Johnson 
 
Tuesday: 
Morning - Yoga/Wellbeing sessions with Amanda Rye 
19.30-21.00 (2nd & 4th Tuesdays) - Singing for Fun with Rosemary  
Thompson (no booking required) 
 
Wednesday: 
10.00-12.00 - Village Coffee - all welcome (in Committee Room) 
10.00-13.00 (term time only) - Art Group with Liz Wetherell 
 
Thursday: 
11.00-12.00 - Pilates with Jo Ambrose 
Evening - Yoga/Wellbeing sessions with Amanda Rye 
 
Friday: 
11.00-12.00 - Pilates with Jo Ambrose 
 
Weekend: 
Bespoke Yoga/Wellbeing sessions with Amanda Rye 
 
For Booking and Further Information: 
 
Jo Ambrose (Pilates): pilateswithjoanne@gmail.com; 07818 556555 

Pauline Johnson (Yoga): yogawithpaulinejohnson@gmail.com; 07519 647343 

Amanda Rye (Yoga/Wellbeing): amandar@asrcontractsltd.com; 07810 754017 

Rosemary Thompson (Singing for fun): thompson.rosemary361@gmail.com;  

01798 342585 

Liz Wetherell (Art): ewetherell@btinternet.com; 01730 815403/07765 407919 

mailto:pilateswithjoanne@gmail.com
mailto:yogaequals@gmail.com
mailto:amandar@asrcontractsltd.com
mailto:thompson.rosemary361@gmail.com
mailto:ewetherell@btinternet.com
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Guidance on the Francigena 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I t was that rarity, a grim Italian summer morning, when, puzzling out the right road from San Gimignano, I took one largely filled by a temporary 

torrent and huddled into a bus shelter, thunder roaring above me. 

The day before, panting, I had paused after a steep, wooded slope when I 

heard voices.  Male, English, and here they were: six big chunky men pushing 

bikes, who asked, óWaiting for a bus?ô  óNo more than youô, I replied, and we 

fell into conversation.  After a breather, they were gone along the ridge track.   

I was surprised, then, to find them behind me again, climbing into óSan Jimô. 

óLunch and wine breakô, they said.  óGives you new legs.ô  óIô, I explained, óam 

aiming for a Campari in the piazza, to remember old friends.ô  óBless youô, 

said their leader, and again they powered on. 

Today, I had chosen the boring, longer, safer óAô road, not the óproperô trail 

over the rugged hills.  Not with thunder, not with storm water in every gully, 

every path slidy, and the whole rated óvery demandingô.  Something in my 

mind said, óNOô. 

Two days later, my husband was flying home from Pisa (having visited 

me), and beside him at the check-in was a young, chunky man in a wheelchair, 

with plaster from thigh to ankle.  They too began to chat.  óHikingô é 

óFrancigenaô é. óSan Jimô é óthundery downpourô.  Light began to dawn.  

óDid you see my wife?ô  óDoes she like Campari?ô          óAha!ô  

They had taken the risky route: no villages, no tarmac.  In the storm, a big 

tree branch had been sheared off behind the young man, and then, slipping on 

wet clay, he went flying into óa holeô (undefined), ripping his thigh ligament.  

Thanks to his mates, help could be summoned ï in fact, a ten-man team, who 

got him to hospital.  But that was that, trail-wise.  

Now, what could have happened to me on my own?  Iôve been on some 

lonely stretches, and some dodgy surfaces, and Iôve got soaked before, but this 

time I felt warned.  Looked after.  Funny things happen to pilgrims é. . 

Lee Lavington 

As many readers will know, Lee is shortly due to complete her amazing walking 

pilgrimage from Upperton to Rome.  We wish her good luck for the final stage and 

look forward to publishing the full story in due course.  Ed. 
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On the Farm in Winter 
 

S o, the big news is that the Government has listened!  The changes to  

Agricultural Property Relief and Business Property Relief announced in 

last yearôs Budget came as a huge shock to the farming community.  A perni-

cious and cruel tax, due to come into force in April 2026, which would have 

seen an effective tax rate of 20% on agricultural assets valued over Ã1 million, 

trapping the most elderly and vulnerable farming people and their families in a 

huge dilemma.  Their only recourse would have been to sell part of their land 

to cover the tax imposed at the death of a senior family member, thereby reduc-

ing their production and 

income.  Farmers brought 

their tractors to Westmin-

ster in protest.  The NFU 

and other country-based 

organisations petitioned 

Defra Secretary of State, 

Emma Reynolds, who 

played a key role in under-

lining the human impact of 

this tax, until the Govern-

ment announcement on the 

23rd December that the 

threshold would be raised 

to Ã2.5 million.  The farming community are grateful for the public support and 

that common sense has prevailed. 

After a year of anxiety, this winter feels considerably sweeter as farmers 

perform their routine of machinery maintenance work, hedging, ditching and 

field drain maintenance, repairs to farm tracks, fencing, and generally caring 

for the natural environment. Crop storage and marketing of cereals is currently 

challenging, as cereal prices are suppressed by a global surplus. 

Beef livestock will now be housed within barns and dependent on the hay, 

haylage and silage stocks which have been somewhat depleted by the need to 

feed some of it during the autumn drought when grazing land became so 

parched. Dairy farmers will be undertaking all these tasks together with the 

twice-daily milking. So, now is a time of daily livestock feeding and bedding 

up with straw or sawdust. Sheep are in lower pastures and being given addi-

tional feed such as hay, beets and sheep nuts. The poultry farmer will be feed-

ing, mucking out, collecting, grading, packing and marketing eggs each day. 
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 Time will be given to reviewing budgets, cropping and stocking rates. Itôs 

also a time for staff to attend training or educational programmes to enhance 

farming techniques and new technologies and to renew health and safety quali-

fications. The non-agricultural ómaking-ends-meetô diversification projects 

will also require attention.  
John Riddell 

lŉƪ RŋŬħĳŕƪ 

Ĳǹ Lşŉǋ 0ŬŋŚŔƉħŴļǛסֹֻֿׁ-ֺ׀׀ֹנ 
 

+şřƪ ȈƉļļŴŉļħŬǤג ŕŋůŴļǋג ŅşǛ D ŉħƈƪ Ƙ ŴŉŋŚƴ 

RşůǤ ƉşŚĸļŬŅŷǆ Ŵǐ Ŵļŕǆ Əşǩï ŚļƉǟ şƳ hũŬŋŚƴב 
ŕĲļŋǤ yŋŚŴļǛ ȈŴŋŕǆ ŋǟ ŋǋ Ŵŉƪ ħŋǛג 

Śƨ Ŵŉƪ 4ħŬŴƸ ŴŬşŷĲŕļƨג ħŚƨ Ŵŉƪ ĲŬħŚĳŉļǟ ĲħŬƪג 

 ļǤ ĸşƉǋ Ŵŉƪ Ņŋļŕĸǟ Ŵşĸħǹ D Ȉħǳ ŉļǛ ũħůǟï  

lŉƪ hũŬŋŚƴï ŉļǛ ŅļļǤ ƉļŚǤ ȈŉŋŚŋŚƴ ŴŉŬşŷņƸ Ŵŉƪ ņŬħůǟב 

 

hŉƪ Ŵşŷĳŉļƨ Ŵŉƪ Ȅħņņļƨ ŉļĸņļŬşƉǟï D ŉħƈƪ Ȉļļǋ 

BļǛ ŅŋŚņļŬũŬŋŚŴǟג řşůǤ ĸļŕŋĳħŴļŕǹ ņŬļļǋה 

Śƨ Ȉŉƪ ŉħǟ ƉŉŋůũļŬļƨ Ŵǐ Ŵŉƪ ĳŬşĳŷǟ ŕļħƈļǟג 

Śƨ Ŵǐ Ŵŉƪ ņħŬŬŷŕşŷǟ ȈũħŬŬşƉǟ ŋǋ Ŵŉƪ ļħƈļǟב 

hƉŋŅŴŕǹ Ȉŉƪ ũħůůļƨ ħŚƨ ȈŉƏŕǹג ħŚƨ ŉļǛ ŅħŋǛ 

 şŷŚƴ Ņħĳƪ Ɖħǟ ŉŋĸĸļǋ ŋǋ ŉļǛ ĳŕşŷĸǹ ŉħŋǛב 

 

hŉƪ Ɖşŷŕƨ ŚşǤ ȈŴħǹג ŉļǛ Ȉļħůşǋ ŋǟ ŚşǤ ƏļǤג 

*ŷǤ Ȉŉƪ ŉħǟ Ȅƪ-ħƉħŔļŚļƨג ħŚƨ ŉħǟ ȈļǤ 

lŉƪ ȈħǙ şƳ ħŕǆ Ŵŉƪ ƉşŬŕƨ ħůŴŋǛג ħŚƨ ȄļŚǤ  

XŚĳƪ řşŬƪ Ŵŉƪ ȈŉħĸşƉǟ şƳ şŷǛ ĸŋůĳşŚŴļŚǤב 

lŬŋŷřũŉħŚǤ ŚļƉǟï Ƙ řŋŬħĳŕƪ D ȈŋŚƴï  

lŉƪ ļƈļŬŕħůŴŋŚƴ řŋŬħĳŕƪ şƳ hũŬŋŚƴב 
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S omeone once told me if you think youôve seen a mouse itôs probably 

a wren.  These diminutive brown birds 

make a habit of hopping about the 

undergrowth in stop-motion fashion, 

feeding on insects, spiders, and occa-

sionally berries and seeds.  Despite 

being the UKôs most numerous breed-

ing bird, they can be inconspicuous. 

The similarity promptly ends when 

they open their mouth. Though a wren 

weighs under 10g, its voice is bold 

and loud; a long, high-pitched whistle 

and trill, cutting through crisp morn-

ing air and reaching above that of 

larger songsters.  If you watch a wren 

singing, youôll notice the effort on its 

small body ï beak wide and tail up-

turned.  

Woodland understory is an ideal 

nesting habitat for wrens, and males  

establish clear territories in early 

spring, using that powerful voice.  

They build five or even six nests to try 

and attract a female and will aggres-

sively deter other males that dare ap-

proach.  

However, when the chill of winter 

comes around, the male changes his 

tune.  A balmy summer of successful 

shouting may have shown that a tiny 

body is no barrier to being heard, but 

it wonôt help with heat loss on cold 

nights.  

So, the male starts collecting bed-

fellows. Flitting out on short trips, he 

again utilises his song, letting females 

and other males know they are  

welcome to join him for a platonic 

sleepover, starting after dusk and end-

ing before dawn. 

óOh, that stuff I said in spring?   

Water under the bridge.ô 

They gratefully accept, bundling into 

moss and leaf-lined woven grass, 

squidging tiny wings and bellies to-

gether to make room for just one 

more. Beaks in, bums out. Most con-

sist of small gatherings, but records of 

dozens have been logged, and one 

count in the 1960s numbered 61 

wrens.  

Not just super cute, the warmth-

sharing of these communal roosts 

might be lifesaving.  Although, as  

anyone who shares a bed will know, 

there can be a waste of energy caused 

by the wriggling of others.  Shuffling 

for space, preening, defecating in the 

roost: entirely unacceptable sleepover 

etiquette.  

When warmer days thankfully re-

turn, itôs back to spring rules, and the 

male begins to banish other males 

from the roost, cosy winter cuddles 

forgotten until the cold starts to nip 

around tiny feet once more.  

Next time you hear a winter wren 

having a good yell, be sympathetic.  

Itôs survived the night, thank good-

ness, but itôs had a terrible nightôs 

sleep.  

Kerry Williams, 

Communications Officer - Conservation,  

Sussex Wildlife Trust 

A Bundle of Winter Wrens 
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Wren and blossom É Roger Wilmshurst 

Wren in nest É Alan Price 




