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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

 

 

TILLINGTON 
VILLAGE HALL  

Available for Hire 
 

Large main hall with facilities for up to 90 seated dining. 
Suitable for parties, classes, clubs, exhibitions, etc 
Smaller room for meetings, coffee mornings, etc. 

Fully equipped kitchen.  
Disabled access.  Small car park with 2 EV charging points. 
Reduced rates for residents and regular hirers.  

See Tillington Village Website for hire rates and further information 
or contact booking secretary: Juliet Pollard 01798 368246 

tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 
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ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 07548 330423 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 07906 858984 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Ross Burcham, Mary Connor, Jo Clevely, 
Charles Drake, Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton 07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 

 

07979 506151 

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks             Clerk@duncton.org 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 07860 650023 

Secretary: Vacant  

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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LIST OF REGULAR MAGAZINE ADVERTISERS 
 

F = front section of magazine * denotes new entry 
R = rear section of magazine 
 
Building Services 

Trevor Dummer Carpentry and Joinery R 

Ghinn & Co. General Building Contractors F 

Andy Hill Roofing Roofing Contractor R 

D Moore Plumbing and Heating R 

JV Plumbing & Heating Plumbing and Heating R 

P Phillips Contractors Ltd Agricultural & Industrial Building F 

Pauline Sutton Building Design & Planning F 

 

Domestic 

Adam Ant Chimney Sweep R 

Country Artisan Interiors Bespoke Curtains, Blinds, etc. R 

The Flooring Brothers Carpet and Vinyl Fitting R 

HoBo Design Studio/Soft Furnishings F 

The Iron Genie Ironing Service R 

Magna Dry Southern Carpet, Upholstery & Curtain Cleaning R 

Miss Mop Domestic Cleaning R 

Jamie Murray Carer, House & Dog Sitting R 

Squaw Paint Internal and External Decorators R 

Jane Walker Forge Flowers Flower Arranging & Cut Flowers R 

 

Weddings & Funerals 

W Bryder & Sons Independent Funeral Directors F 

Helen Martin Celebrant R 

 

Garden & Agricultural Services 

A S Countryside Services Ltd. Mole Catching, Wasps and Hornets R 

Nick Blunt Fencing Fencing Contractor R 

David Doyle Gardening Service RHS Qualified Gardener R 

Gardens Revitalised Horticultural Consultancy R 

Haslemere Logs Locally Sourced Logs F 

Lawnhopper Lawncare Services R 

Made by Andy Artisan Metalwork for Garden & Home R 

Parish Arboriculture Ltd. Professional Tree Surgeons R 
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Dan Young with a Good Catch! 

Garden & Agricultural Services (contôd) 

Straight Line Fencing Ltd Fencing Contractors F 

Sussex Land Works Ground Work, Garden Services, Logs R 

Southern Counties Tree Services Tree and Garden Care* F 

 

 

Local Services 

The Arts Society West Sussex Monthly Talks R 

Bellmans Fine Art Auctioneers R 

Andrew Griffith MP Local MP for Arundel & South Downs R 

Learn to Flourish Private Maths Tutor R 

Market Square Garage Garage Services R 

Sky Park Farm Deer Farm, Farm Shop & Caf® F 

Clive Way Computer Repairs and Problems R 

Yoga with Pauline Johnson Yoga Teacher R 

Malma Therapies Massage and Reiki R 

Tasch Inc Pet Care F 

Hairy Dog Mother  Dog Grooming* F 

 

 

Property Services 

Henry Adams Property Services R 

Jackson-Stops Property Services F 

 

Places to Eat/Drink/Stay 

Badgers Petworth Public House F 

The Horse Guards Inn Public House F 

The Woodcote Lodge and Restaurant R 

 

Shopping 

Austens Home Hardware Hardware Store R 

Bear Petworth Home Accessories and Gifts F 

Hennings Wine Wine Merchants F 

The Petworth Cobbler Shoe & Leather Repairs, Watches, etc. F 

 

Village Services 

Duncton Village Hall   F 

Tillington Pavilion & Grounds   R 

Tillington Village Hall   F 
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EDITORIAL 
 

As the year draws to a close and the lights begin to twinkle in the streets and in 
our homes, we find ourselves in that magical space between reflection and 
anticipation. Christmas is a reminder of warmth, generosity, and togetherness.  
It invites us to pause, to recognise the bonds that sustain us, and to celebrate the 
simple joys that often go unnoticed in the hurly-burly of everyday life. 
 

For us, as the Editorial team of the Three Parishes Magazine, this is our 100th 
edition since the magazine evolved to its current form, and we see this not only 
as something to celebrate but also as a trigger to review the offering to our read-
ership and to consider what could be done better.  Constructive feedback from 
our readers is always welcome. 
 

In the meantime, you have a bumper double issue to enjoy, and all brought to 
you free of charge, delivered to your door.  Without our many wonderful adver-
tisers, who support us throughout the year, and our  contributors, this would be 
impossible, so a huge thank-you to all of them and on behalf of all of you, our 
readers, we wish them a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
 

You may remember an entertaining report last November from our Footpath 
Warden ï well, he has been out and about again, but this time much further 
afield than before, enjoying a private audience with Pope Leo XIV in Rome ï  
at this point you should be well impressed, because not only did he make it to 
the Papal handshake before H.R.H. King Charles III, but also, allegedly, ahead 
of 50 other Heads of State who are still waiting!  Read all about it and find out 
why he got there first, on page 22. 
 

Christmas is a time for bells, although our wonderful team of bell-ringers at 
Tillington would probably beg to differ on this, because we are so fortunate that 
they turn out all through the year to ring the bells at All Hallows. Did you know 
however, that bells can be tuned?  The bells at St. Maryôs Church, Fittleworth 
were the first in the country to be tuned ï turn to page 41, and to read about the 
bell at Duncton RC Church see page 40.  
 

Spare a thought for Charles Dickens (page 28).  He would probably be amazed 
if he knew how many plays, films and books based on A Christmas Carol have 
been produced over the years.  It seems to have caused him and his family noth-
ing but heartache and near bankruptcy.   
 

Finally, you will find all the usual articles, such as gardening tips, and Sussex 
Wildlife Trust, together with a Christmas Quiz, a report on the terrific 
Tillington Christmas Fair, and a mincemeat recipe ï so much better than óshop 
boughtô ï along with many other items of interest. 
 

A very happy Christmas to all our readers.  We hope you enjoy the festive 
season and send all our good wishes for a peaceful and joyous New Year. 
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FROM YOUR PARISH PRIEST 
 
So, here we are, then. Your double-issue December and 
January magazine, just like the Radio Times. Well, maybe 
not!  
 
As you will see from the list of services, there is a lot 
going on in our churches, starting with the season of 
Advent, when we anticipate and prepare for Christmas.  
 
Replacing the usual Tillington Christingle service this year, we shall have a 
Celebration of Light service on 7 December. As we light each candle on the 
Advent crown in December, we are reminded of the light that Christ brings 
into the world. At that particular service, we shall give thanks for the work of 
the Childrenôs Society, which brings light and hope into the lives of young 
people. 
 
The story of Christmas is of love arriving, shattering darkness, restoring joy 
and promising a new beginning. Jesus was born in a stable to a temporarily 
homeless family, reminding us that God chose to be with us, not from a 
distance but right in the middle, and sometimes the muddle, of our ordinary 
lives. Epiphany follows, shining a spotlight on Jesus for the whole world, as 
the Magi travelled from afar. Their gifts far outclassed our own Secret Santa 
efforts.  
 
When the New Year dawns, I hope we greet it with curiosity and openness. 
What star might God be inviting us to follow in 2026? The greatest gift of all 
in this season of giving and receiving is the gift of Jesus, not just for Christmas 
but for every single day.  
 
The dark days will begin to lengthen from the end of December. Godôs light 
will break through, guiding us gently towards the love, joy, hope, peace and 
light that we celebrate in Advent.   
 
The light of Christ offers us hope and direction. We can reflect this light in our 
interactions with one another. Simple acts of kindness, a listening ear, or a 
helping hand can bring the love of Jesus into our everyday lives. 
 
Please think of neighbours who may be struggling during the festive season. 
For some, Christmas can be a difficult time, filled with memories of lost loved 
ones or challenges that seem insurmountable.  
 
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year. I hope to see you in 
church! 
 

In friendship, David 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 
 

Please come to the  

Christmas Lunch 
in Tillington Village Hall 

 

Friday, 19th December 
at 12.15 for 12.30 lunch 

 

 

Enjoy a traditional 3-course Christmas lunch 
with a glass of wine and coffee, 
all for ¾10, payable on the door. 

 
To be sure of your place please call Gillie on 01798 342231 

or Mark on 07790 507288. 

See page 20 for details of two-part Advent Course - 2nd and 16th December 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

   TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFASTS 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 6th & SATURDAY JANUARY 3rd 

 

On Saturday December 6th, our Menôs Breakfast speaker will be Ben Wilks, 
Chief Operating Officer of the Children On The Edge charity. The charity, 
based in Chichester, does amazing work with educating and protecting 
children in places where children are ignored or forgotten, such as Myanmar 
and Afghanistan.   The charity is very close to the heart of two of our 
neighbours as their children work for them. 
 
On Saturday January 3rd, our Speaker is David Thornley of The Samaritans. 
His title is "Learn to Listenò and covers what  Samaritans do and how people 
can help others by listening. 

 

 
8.15 for 8.30 in Tillington Village Hall. 
All men are welcome. Please book in with Gerald at 
Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 
The cost is Ã7, payable on the door. 
 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board.! 

 

All Hallows, Tillington 
 

Come and join us for 
Our All Age Breakfast Church 
on Sunday 4th January at 10.15. 
Bacon butties from 9.45. 

 
 
 
 

 2026 Theme: Bible characters-Mary 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

All Hallows Church, Tillington  
 

Wedding  
29 November Alice Andrew and Benjamin Davies 

 
Interment of Ashes 

15 November George Lunn (in Tillington Cemetery) 

§ŰШÑƨĲƚĬċǃШΞШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖШċƣШÉƣШ~ċƖǃќƚШ9őƨƖĦőШ[ŔƣƣũĲр
ƽŸƖƣőЯШĦŸůĲШċŰĬШƽċƣĦőШÑőĲШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШ9ċŰĬũĲШыΞΜΝΟЯШ
ΦΦШůŔŰƨƣĲƚШЯШ9ĲƖƣШÖьЯШƽŔƣőШċШĦċƚƣШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ7ċƖĤċƖċШ
[ũǃŰŰЯШsŸőŰШcċŰŰċőЯШxĲƚũĲǃШ~ċŰƻŔũũĲЯШÉƨƚċŰШ7ŸǃũĲШċŰĬШ
ÉǃũƻĲƚƣĲƖШ~Ħ9ŸǃЮШШ?ĲĲƓШŔŰШƣőĲШőĲċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲШEŰŊũŔƚőШ
ĦŸƨŰƣƖǃƚŔĬĲШũŔĲƚШƣőĲШĲŰĦőċŰƣŔŰŊШƻŔũũċŊĲШŸŉШ]ũċĬĤƨƖǃЮШШ
xĲŊĲŰĬШőċƚШŔƣШĲƻĲƖǃШΞΡШǃĲċƖƚШċŰШċŰŊĲũШƻŔƚŔƣƚШƣőĲШƻŔũũċŊĲШ
ĦċŰĬũĲůċťĲƖШċŰĬШƣŸƨĦőĲƚШċШƚŔŰŊũĲШĦċŰĬũĲЮШШìőŸĲƻĲƖШ
ũŔŊőƣƚШƣőŔƚШĦċŰĬũĲШċŰĬШƓƖċǃƚШĤĲŉŸƖĲШŔƣШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲƚШċШůŔƖċĦũĲШ
ŸŰШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШEƻĲЮШШfŰШΝΥΦΜЯШċƣШƣőĲШĬċƽŰШŸŉШƣőĲШĲũĲĦƣƖŔĦШ
ċŊĲЯШƽőĲŰШƣőĲШĦċŰĬũĲШŊŸĲƚШůŔƚƚŔŰŊЯШƣőĲШůŔƖċĦƨũŸƨƚШċŰĬШ
őƨůċŰШĦŸũũŔĬĲШŔŰШƣőĲШůŸƚƣШċƚƣŸŰŔƚőŔŰŊШƽċǃЮШ 

§ŰШÑƨĲƚĬċǃШΝΣШ?ĲĦĲůĤĲƖЯШƽĲШőċƻĲШċШŸŰĲ-ŸǭШĤŸŸťШ
ůĲĲƣŔŰŊШċƣШ ũũШcċũũŸƽƚШ9őƨƖĦőЯШÑŔũũŔŰŊƣŸŰШƣŸШĬŔƚĦƨƚƚШ
7ĲċƖШ]ƖǃũũƚќШĤŸŸťЯШÑőĲШ]ƖĲċƣĲƚƣШÉƣŸƖǃШEƻĲƖШÑŸũĬШ
ыcŸĬĬĲƖШѼШÉƣŸƨŊőƣŸŰЯШΞΜΞΡьЮШШìĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШũŸŸťŔŰŊШċƣШÂċƖƣШ
§ŰĲЯШŢƨƚƣШΣΜШƓċŊĲƚЯШũŸŸťŔŰŊШċƣШƣőĲШĲƻĲŰƣƚШŔŰШƣőĲШ9őƖŔƚƣр
ůċƚШƚƣŸƖǃШƣőƖŸƨŊőШƣőĲШĲǃĲƚШŸŉШ~ċƖǃЮШШìĲШƽŔũũШƽċƣĦőШċШ
ƚőŸƖƣШƻŔĬĲŸШƽŔƣőШċШƣƽŸ-ůŔŰƨƣĲШŔŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰШĤǃШƣőĲШċƨƣőŸƖШ
ċŰĬШċШǯƻĲ-ůŔŰƨƣĲШћƚĦĲŰĲШƚĲƣƣĲƖќШƽŔƣőШ?ƖШ ŰĬƖĲƽШ§ũũĲƖр
ƣŸŰЯШƣőĲŸũŸŊŔĦċũШĦŸŰƚƨũƣċŰƣШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĤŸŸťЯШŉŸũũŸƽĲĬШĤǃШċŰШ
ŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƣŸШƚőċƖĲШŸƨƖШŸƽŰШƣőŸƨŊőƣƚШċĤŸƨƣШƣőĲШĤŸŸťЮ 
 

ìĲШőċƻĲШƣĲŰШĦŸƓŔĲƚШċƻċŔũċĤũĲШċŰĬШĦċŰШŸƖĬĲƖШůŸƖĲШŔŉШċŰǃр
ŸŰĲШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƨƚШƣŸЮШШÂũĲċƚĲШĲůċŔũШĬċƻŔĬЮĦƖŸŸťΝΡѻ 
ĤƣŔŰƣĲƖŰĲƣЮĦŸůШŔŉШǃŸƨШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШċШĦŸƓǃЮ 

Ñì§-Â ÅÑШ ?éE ÑШ9§ÖÅÉEШΞΜΞΡШ ÑШ[fÑÑxEì§ÅÑcШ  ?ШÑfxxf ]Ñ§  
 
EƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШŔƚШŔŰƻŔƣĲĬШƣŸШŸŰĲШŸƖШШĤŸƣőШÑƨĲƚĬċǃШĲƻĲŰŔŰŊƚЯШƽŔƣőШũŔŊőƣШƖĲŉƖĲƚőр
ůĲŰƣƚШŉƖŸůШΤШƓůЯШċőĲċĬШŸŉШċШΤЮΟΜШƓůШƚƣċƖƣЮ 

mailto:david.crook15@btinternet.com
mailto:david.crook15@btinternet.com
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HEARTSMART WALKS 
 

Wednesday 10th December ï 10.30am 
In the Footsteps of Artistic Giants 

 
Leader: Gerald.  Duration:1 hour 30 mins.  Distance: 2 miles. 
800 years old Tillington Church is the only church in the country that both 
JMW Turner & John Constable painted. We will trace the exact location from 
which these two artistic giants painted the church. Constableôs painting is in 
the British Museum; Turnerôs is óThe Fighting Bucksô in Petworth House. 
Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington, GU28 9AF.  
 

Friday 9th January ï 10.30am 
Petworth Park History Walk  

 
Leader: Gerald.  Duration: 1 hour 30 mins.  Distance: 3 miles.  
A chance to have a guided tour of the history of Petworth Park over 1000 
years. We will see and hear about all the main historic sites and how the Park 
has grown and its use changed over the centuries, as well as hopefully seeing 
the deer.  
Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington, GU28 9AF.  
 
Contact Gerald on 07748 597 568 on day of walk only.  Dogs are welcome. 

 

PETWORTH PARK  

CLOSURES 
 
The annual deer culling in Petworth Park will take place on the following 
dates: 

5th to 9th January  
19th to 23rd January 
2nd to 6th February* 

 

This means that during these times the park will not open until 10 am. 
 

Upperton Gate will remain closed 24hrs a day during each period.  On 
the last day of each of the periods, i.e. the Friday, the  Upperton Gate should 
be open by 10.30. 
 
*May not be required 
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TILLINGTON FOOTPATH WARDEN'S PRIVATE AUDIENCE  

WITH POPE LEO XIV 
 
The white smoke billowing from the Sistine Chapel, the newly elected Pope in 
the "Chapel of Tears" wondering "Why me?" and the senior deacon of the Col-
lege of Cardinals stepping on to the balcony of St Peter's Basilica proclaiming 
"Habemus Papam" (ñWe have a Popeò) are moments of great theatre. Whatev-
er your conviction or creed it's a moment of history that captures the world's 
imagination.  
 
"Who do you think you are?" attracts 6m viewers on television because it is 
both intimate and universal. We are all curious about who we are, where we 
came from, and how our lives have been shaped by the great sweep of history. 
My paternal blood line is an odd mixture of sinners and saints: the sinners 
making and losing fortunes in some dodgy lines of business and then seeking 
penance through large donations to the Catholic church; the saints more than 
just a handful of priests, monsignors and cardinals of whom one, my great- 
great uncle, Cardinal Rafael Merry del Val ( 1865-1930), was the reason my 
Anglo- Spanish family was granted a private audience with Pope Leo XIV.  
 
I'll get the bad news for the Three Parishes out of the way now. Cardinal Ra-
fael as Secretary of State to Pope Pius X (1903-1914 as Pope) drafted a Papal 
Bull declaring that Anglican Orders are "absolutely null and utterly void.ò 
Bear with me. (You can of course add four letters to the word Bull.) Rafael, 
like Ralph Fiennes in the wonderful film Conclave, was Secretary of the Con-
clave in 1903 when Pius X was elected as St Peter's successor. Pius X was one 
of ten children born to a poor Italian parents who valued their children's educa-
tion, with the future Pope walking eight miles to and from school everyday. 
Cardinal Rafael had a penetrating intellect, two PhDs in philosophy and theol-
ogy and spoke faultless English ( his mother was English), Latin, Spanish and 
Italian. They were quite the team, Pius X of palpable goodness and Cardinal 
Rafael his enforcer. I can see him now at the height of the Spanish Inquisition, 
condemning heretics not to torture by ñcomfy chair"as in the famous Monty 
Python skit, but something much worse. 
 
My private audience with the Pope was a bit like the popular music hall song 
sung by Elsa Lanchester in the 1920s, ñI danced with a man who danced with 
a girl who danced with the Prince of Wales.ò  I had no idea I had so many 
Merry del Val cousins from Spain and Latin America who came in the best 
Spanish tradition ñcon la familia ." The Zulueta delegation (Rafael's mother 
was a Zulueta) were badly outnumbered. There were seven of us and 50-plus 
of them. As we met the night before for High Mass at the Spanish Church in  
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Rome for some spiritual nourishment, I harboured little hope that I would actu-
ally meet the Pope. I noticed a few of my ' cousins' sliding off for Confession 
at the Mass's end, no doubt to bolster their chances of meeting Leo XIV in per-
son.  
 
The next morning we meandered our way towards the grandeur of St Peter's 
Basilica, silhouetted against a bright blue sky. 2025 is a Vatican Jubilee Year 
with a theme of ñPilgrims of Hope." The heaving crowds of people from all 
over the globe made for slow going. Security was tight and we were told to 
assemble in one of the Vatican's private courtyard, two hours before our audi-
ence. It was a comfortably warm day and my Spanish cousins chirruped away 
as is their custom. They were a lively bunch and delighted to see their ' Familia 
Inglesa.' The Merry del Vals were an Irish Catholic family whose original 
name was O'Hoolaghan. They keep this quiet. To avoid persecution under 
English rule, they changed their name to Merry and relocated to Spain in the 
early 19th century. Rafael Merry, with his gift of the Irish gab and swarthy 
looks, married the Duke of Aragon's daughter. They have never looked back. 
 
The Pope kept us waiting for an hour past our allotted time of 11.30. A Span-
ish cousin nudged me and said, ' Don Pablo, what is an hour, when St Peter 
may keep you waiting for eternity at the Gates of Heaven.' The Pope apparent-
ly was seeing the President of Chile, an avowed agnostic: one can only imag-
ine their conversation. But if you are waiting, as we did, in a hall in the Apos-
tolic Palace painted by Raphael with its high renaissance frescoes considered 
his masterpieces, time slips by in a sense of wonderment. 
 
At last, two Swiss Guards opened the magnificent oak doors to the Papal 
private library where private audiences are typically held. There was a Judge-
ment-Day-like hush as we awaited His Holiness's arrival. The head of the 
Merry del Val family asked that I should sit next to him in the front row as I 
was ostensibly the head of the Familia Inglesa. My wife, Georgina, who owns 
Guilt, Petworth's racy lingerie and swimwear emporium, chose tactfully to sit 
at the back of the library. 
 
 You can see from the photograph that Pope Leo has the warmest and most 
genuine of smiles. I shall treasure that brief moment as I shook his hand and 
simply introduced myself as ' Paul de Zulueta from the Cardinal's mother's 
family.' He smiled again and moved on. He shook hands with just a dozen of 
us before he sat down on his simple white papal chair, symbolising humility 
rather than royal authority. For a spiritual leader who represents Christ's pres-
ence on earth, his aura was almost visible. 
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The Pope then addressed us for ten minutes in Spanish, which I more or less 
understood from my time working in a Sherry firm in Jerez aged 18. He ex-
pressed great praise for Cardinal Rafael, describing him as a model of humility 
who sought " truth before popularity." The Cardinal is on the road to beatifica-
tion but there are " Devil's Advocates" who will ensure it's a long and bumpy 
road. Rafael's unyielding opposition to Modernism and his hardline stance 
against France over Church ï State separation has its critics. 
 
We made our way back to a noisy family lunch, marvelling along the way at 
the Eternal City's extraordinary beauty. London has its great attractions like the 
Tower of London and Big Ben but nothing dominates a capital city like 
Romeôs Vatican, a symbol of unbroken civilisation and Christianity. I may be 
of a different tribe but I would not agree with the Cardinal's views on the An-
glican Church. If Henry VIII had not broken away from Rome, we would be a 
very different country today: less tolerant, without our great sense of humour, 
and probably taking ourselves far too seriously.  
 

Paul de Zulueta  
Upperton 
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TILLINGTON CHRISTMAS FAIR 2025 
 
Despite the miserable weather, much good cheer was had at the annual Christ-
mas Fair, held on 22 November.  
 
The Village Hall was decked out in full seasonal glory with lights, tinsel and 
music, ready to welcome all the family.  
 
Mulled apple juice (with or without a medicinal tot) and bacon butties were 
served;  popular stalls returned, with some new initiatives. Huge thanks are due 
to everyone who kindly donated items. 
 
As always, the Silent Auction was the star of the show. Many thanks to Jo 
Clevely, who masterminded the auction once again, aided and abetted by An-
drina Lunt and Viv Bailey, with Rupert Clevely on hand in the Hall. Many oth-
ers, too numerous to mention, were vital to the success of the Fair: setting up 
and taking down, decorating, seeking out donations, providing music, raffling 
and door-keeping, running stalls and refreshments, and sometimes just moral 
support at home! We thank them all for their generosity and we thank everyone 
who came along and joined in the fun.  
 
Over Ã5,000 was raised on the day which will go to the Church Repair Fund, 
with 10% each to Charlieôs Promise and the Petworth Food Bank. 
 

Annie Sneller & Jenny Williams 

See more pictures on inside back cover 
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OUR FAVOURITE CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

 
We asked around the three parishes for favourite carols, and these were the 
responses. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ñOnce in royal Davids Cityò ï A truly traditional one, and our daughter  
Angela sang the first verse solo at her schoolôs carol service held at Chichester 
cathedral in the late 80ôs. 

Hilary Tupper, Upwaltham 
 
One of my favourite carols is the 19th century Dorset carol, ñShepherds, 
Ariseò, which is sadly not often heard now. I find it uplifting, with its beauti-
ful harmonies and poignant words.  

Tina Bahns, Tillington 
 
ñO come, all ye faithfulò tops my list of favourite carols ï such a disappoint-
ment when not in the Carol Service. 

Juliet Pollard, Tillington 
 
ñThe Shepherd's Pipe Carolò, which is joyful, imaginative and rhythmically 
lively and subtle.  

Brian Knowles 
  
My favourite carol is "See, Amid the Winter's Snow", lyrics by Edward 
Caswall (1858). It reminds me of the winters in my home county of Devon 
because of course when I was a child some fifty plus years ago we did have 
snowy winters and frost on many occasions. I lived at the time next to a mixed 
farm and spent all my weekends and most of my school holidays helping out 
and caring for the animals and went out in bitter weather to help with feeding 
and caring for sheep, cattle, horses and chickens. A wonderful childhood that I 
will never forget.  

Iris Hedgecock, Upwaltham  
  
ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò.  This was my wife Carolôs favourite, so no 
surprises there! 

Neil Perrow, Tillington Choir 
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One of my favourite carols is ñIn the Bleak Mid Winterò, but it has to be the 
Harold Darke version!  So much more uplifting than the tune composed by 
Gustav Holst.  However there are so many other wonderful carols, both old 
and new, and many of them can be heard on Classic FM, which turns into the 
most wonderful óCarolFestô all through December!  

Lottie Knight, Upperton 
 
My  girlsô grammar school was very fond of teaching us to sing carols in for-
eign languages, so a favourite for me is  the French carol, "Il est n®, le divin 
enfantò.   

Heather Lakin, Duncton 
 
Among my favourites is ñThe Sussex Carolò ï  ñOn Christmas night all 
Christians sing / To hear the news the angels bringéò which takes me back to 
my sons singing at countless school carol services. 

Fiona Hodgson, Upwaltham 
 

One of my favourite carols is ñJesus Christ, the apple treeò, which reminds 
me of my university days. 

Julian Hodgson, Upwaltham 
 
ñO Little Town of Bethlehemò because itôs so traditional and I love singing 
the alto part. 

Anna Cole, Tillington 
 
ñO Holy Nightò, especially as sung by Aled Jones on his Christmas album 
released about 20 years ago.  Aled has been half of some cracking duets subse-
quently ï including with himself as a boy soprano! ï but the 2004 version re-
mains my favourite. 

Barbara Neighbour, Tillington 
 
ñWe Three Kingsò arranged by Brian Knowles, as the choir all so enjoy sing-
ing this. 

Gillie Ross, Upperton. 
 
ñLittle Donkeyò, sung by Harry Belafonte.  I remember my father playing this 
frequently when I was a child.   When I hear it now it brings back happy mem-
ories. 

Carol Twite, Tillington Choir 
 
ñHark the Herald Angels Singò because it has a magnificent tune by 
Mendelsson, to sing as loudly as possible on a happy day. 
 

Shelley Fergusson, Tillington Choir 
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A DICKENS OF A CHRISTMAS 

 
Anyone like to place a bet on whether there will be an adaptation of A Christ-
mas Carol on TV this Christmas?  Itôs a dead cert, isnôt it, and if Dickens were 
alive today, his royalties, like J.K Rowlingôs, would make him a billionaire. 
 
Released on 19th December 1843, ñA Christmas 
Carolò seemed such a surefire winner to Dickens 
that he spent a fortune on a leather-covered edi-
tion with gold tooling, gilt page edging and hand- 
coloured illustrations.  The 6,000 first edition 
copies printed had sold out by Christmas Eve.  
Today, a copy of this Chapman and Hall first 
edition is available from Abe Books at 
US$78,000. Some stocking filler that would be.   
 
Dickensô purpose when he started work on the novella was to awaken loving, 
kind and charitable thoughts. The story obsessed him to the point that he paced 
the streets of London at night thinking about it and expecting to make at least a 
thousand pounds, representing something like Ã100,000 today.   
 
Although he was already a successful author, he was on his uppers. His wife 
Catherine bore ten children and her sister was part of the household too, to help 
with the large family.  Dickens is reported to have thought that there were 
enough little Dickenses when they had reached five.  By the time the number 
reached ten, he was said to have found his wife overweight and uninteresting 
and embarked on an affair with a young actress but we digress. 
 
The price of the first edition was six shillings but, with its beautiful binding 
and expensive paper, it had cost as much as it made.  Dickens was furious, 
blaming his publisher Chapman and Hall for the financial debacle, and a bitter 
row ensued at complete odds with the bookôs message of love and charity. 
 
Copyright laws did exist back then but were not effectively enforced, and a 
pirate publisher soon began to serialise the story in a threepenny weekly.   
Dickens took the publisher to court at considerable expense, obtained an in-
junction and was awarded one thousand pounds in damages but his losses on 
the Chapman and Hall edition together with the court costs left him out of 
pocket and sales of his official volume slumped. 
 
He took his family off to the continent to recover and his last hopes of making 
money from his Christmas story were dashed.  If only he could have known 
that his story has become a Christmas staple through over one hundred film 
adaptations! 
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The best is sometimes said to be the 1951 version with Alastair Sim as 
Scrooge. Others worth a mention are George C. Scott in 1984 and Patrick 
Stewart in the 1999 adaptation.  Michael Caine appeared as Scrooge in ñThe 
Muppetsô Christmas Carolò. 
 
What will it be this year?   We are promised two new adaptations for 2026.  

Warner Brothers is purportedly lining up American actor Willem Dafoe for 

Scrooge, whereas Paramount is already well underway with a new version 

starring bad boy Johnny Depp. Count me in. 

Sue Laker 

  

Bob & Sue Rance 

wish all their friends in the local community  

A Very Merry Christmas  

and 

A Healthy and Happy New Year  

 
How did Scrooge win the football game?  
The ghost of Christmas passed! 

 
Which famous playwright was terrified of Christmas? 

Noyl Coward! 
 
What is the most popular Christmas wine? 
ñBut I donôt like brussels sprouts!ò 
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CEREBRAL DISCOMBOBULATIONS OR PARAPRAXES 

...AND RADIO BETHLEHEM? 

 
The human brain has a peculiar ability to link acute circumstances with well 
known or hackneyed sayings which inadvertently come out in speech or con-
versation. This phenomenon is known as parapraxis. Recently when describing 
the shocking hurricane in Jamaica, a radio spokesman said óIt should all settle 
down in a few days -  given a fair windô. 
 
It made me muse on the possible misplaced phrases which may have punctuat-
ed the reports on Radio Bethlehem 2000 years ago. 
 
óNews is coming in of a virgin birth in Bethlehem. God knows how that hap-
pened.ô 
 
óApparently it was first announced to some shepherds by a flying angel fol-
lowed by a heavenly host. It all sounds a bit over the top. The shepherds went 
to Bethlehem as instructed to find the very special baby lying in a manger in a 
stable surrounded by sheep and cows.  But no horses.  Presumably the stable 
door was bolted too late.ô 
 
óThree Wise Men also appeared with magnificent gifts from the East, having 
been led by a very bright star. What a  stellar occasion. They realised that the 
baby Jesus was indeed the son of God. They say it takes a wise man to know 
his own father.ô 
 
óSo the virgin birth was confirmed and the shepherds and wise men went back 
home. Mary, the mother, treasured these things and pondered them in her 
heart. She was left holding the baby.ô 
 
Happy Christmas. 
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  All Hallows 
Church, Tillington 

Holy Trinity 
Church, Dunc-

ton 

St Maryôs 
Church, Up-
waltham 

Wednesday 3 
December 

BCP Holy Commun-
ion at 10am 

    

Second Sunday 
of Advent, 
7 December 

Celebration of Light 
Service 
at 4pm 

There is no morning 
service at Tillington 

    

Third Sunday of 
Advent, 

14 December 

Parish Communion at 
9.30am 

Carol Service 
at 6pm 

There is no morn-
ing service at 
Duncton 

  

Wednesday 17 
December 

BCP Holy Commun-
ion at 10am 

    

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, 

21 December 

Carol Service 
at 6pm 

There is no morning 
service at Tillington 

  Carol Service 
with Holy 
Communion at 
11.30am 

Christmas Eve, 
24 December 

  Family Crib Ser-
vice 

at 4.30pm 

  

Christmas Day, 
25 December 

Family Communion 
at 9.30am 

    

First Sunday of 
Christmas, 
28 December 

There is one service only in our group 
Five parishes fifth-Sunday Covenant Communion 
at Holy Trinity Church, Duncton at 10.30am 

Additional services in our group during December: 
7 December: 9.30 Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Comôn at Stopham. 
14 December: 8am BCP Holy Communion at Fittleworth; 9.45am/10.15am Breakfast, then 
All-age Service at Fittleworth; 4pm BCP Evensong at Stopham. 
19 December: from 8pm Carols in the Fittleworth Sports and Social Club 
20 December from 10.30am Childrenôs workshop at Fittleworth  
21 December: 9.30am Parish Communion with baptism at Fittleworth; 3.30pm Carol Ser-
vice at Fittleworth; 6pm Carol Service at Stopham 
Christmas Eve, 24 December: 2.30pm Crib Service at Fittleworth; 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
at Fittleworth  
Christmas Day, 25 December: 9.30 Family Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy 
Communion at Stopham 

TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM CHURCH  

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2025 
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TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM CHURCH  

SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2026 

  All Hallows 
Church, Tillington 

Holy Trinity 
Church, Dunc-

ton 

St Maryôs 
Church, Upwal-

tham 

Epiphany 
(transferred), 
4 January 

Breakfast Church/
All-age Service at 
9.45am/10.15am 

    

Wednesday 
7 January 

No BCP Holy 
Communion today 

    

Baptism of 
Christ, 
11 January 

Parish Communion 
at 9.30am 

Parish Commun-
ion 
at 11am 

  

Second Sunday 
of Epiphany, 
18 January 

BCP 
Holy Communion 
at 9.30am 

  Plough Sunday 
Country Service 
at 11.30am 

Wednesday 
21 January 

BCP Holy Com-
munion at 10am 

    

Third Sunday of 
Epiphany/ 
Conversion of 
Paul, 

25 January 

Morning Prayer 
and Praise at 
9.30am 

BCP Holy Com-
munion 
at 10.30am 
We welcome 
Revd Canon John 
Bundock 

  

The Presentation 
of Christ in the 
Temple 

(Candlemas) 
(transferred), 
1 February 

Breakfast Church/
All-age Service at 
9.45am/10.15am 

    

Additional services in our group during January: 
4 January: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion at 
Stopham. 
11 January: 8am BCP Holy Communion at Fittleworth; 9.45am/10.15am Break-
fast, then All-age Service at Fittleworth; 4pm BCP Evensong at Stopham. 
18 January: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Communion 
at Stopham. 
25 January: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Matins at  
Stopham. 
1 February: 9.30am Parish Communion at Fittleworth; BCP Holy Communion at 
Stopham 

David Crook, Priest-in-Charge 
 (david.crook15@btinternet.com; 01798 865473) 
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