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5th GENERATION, LOCAL FAMILY RUN  
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
 

24 Hours Service 
Private Chapel of Rest 

Monumental Stones supplied 
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans available 
Grave Maintenance Service 

 

The Gables, Tillington, GU28 9AB 
Tel: 01798 342174 
Fax: 01798 342224 

Email: wbryderandsons@hotmail.co.uk 
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Established 1964 

General Building Contractors 
Employing our own tradesmen, we 
can help you with all building or 

 maintenance works. 

Tel: 01483 208 408      
E-mail: office@ghinn.net 

www.ghinn.net 
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ǒCountry Dining  ǒReal Ale  ǒLog Fires                                                         

ǒQuiet Garden  ǒAccommodation                                                     

The Horse Guards Inn  

Tillington, West Sussex GU28 

9AF 

01798 342 332 

www.thehorseguardsinn.co.uk  

Excellent facilities for weddings, parties and clubs 
Ideal for business use, away-days, seminars and exhibitions. 

Wall mounted projection screens 
in house catering and dining facilities for 10 ï 90 people 

Disabled access and toilet, car park 
Excellent rates 

Contact:  Mrs Juliet Pollard, 01798  368246 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 

 

Fully refurbished with central heating, 
modern kitchen and coffee shop 
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Bathrooms - Tiling 
Heating Systems - Underfloor Heating 

General Plumbing and Heating Maintenance/Repair 
Unvented Cylinders - System Flushing 

Free Estimates ï Competitive Rates ï Fully Insured 
Local, Friendly and Reliable Service 

  
 

07902 204504 ð 01798 344204 
dmooreplumbingandheating@gmail.com 

                

WEST SUSSEX LOGS 
 

ALL SEASON TIMBER  
 

READY TO BURN  LOGS 
 

LOGS CUT TO LENGTH 
 

GRASS CUTTING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
TREE WORK 

 

( 01730 814751 (of̉ce);  07950 035997 (mobile) 
*  info@sussexlandworks.co.uk. 



 

9 

 



 

10 

ALL HALLOWS, TILLINGTON 

Churchwarden: Vacant  

Deputy Churchwarden: Nigel Williams 01798 342656 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Sacristan: Lee Lavington 01798 344489 

Bell Ringersô Secretary: Barbara Neighbour 01798 344700 

Church Flowers Rota: Elaine Adams 0788 789 5497 

Organist: Brian Knowles 01798 342017 

THE PARISHES OF TILLINGTON, DUNCTON & UPWALTHAM 

Priest in Charge: Revôd Dr David Crook 01798 865473 

Licensed Lay Reader: Annie Sneller 01798 342507 

Patron: Lord Egremont, Petworth House  

HOLY TRINITY, DUNCTON 

Churchwarden: Louise Hartley 01798 344990 

Treasurer: Liz Beadsley 01798 343582 

Sacristan: Rota basis  

ST MARY THE VIRGIN, UPWALTHAM 

Churchwardens: Sue Kearsey 01798 343145 

Treasurer: John McDonald 01798 344666 

MAGAZINE 

Editor                  Editorial Board, contact               01798 342151 

Websites:      www.allhallowstillington.org    www.tillington.org   www.duncton.org 

www.stmarysupwaltham.com 

PROMOTING, MARKETING OR SELLING? 
 

ADVERTISE IN THIS MAGAZINE 

For further information including advertising rates, please contact: 
Fiona Gourd  

Telephone: 07812 850878   E-mail: 3pmadvertising@gmail.com 
 

When contacting our advertisers, please mention this magazine. 
 

ARTICLES or CONTRIBUTIONS: to 3parishesmagazine@gmail.com 
 

or by hand to The Old Post House, Tillington, GU28 9AF by 14th of the month. 
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TILLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Tom Compton 07715 705334 

Vice-Chairman: 
 

Councillors: 
 

Roger Morgan-Grenville 
 

Jo Clevely, Mary Connor, Charles Drake,  
Andrina Lunt, Roger ter Haar, Sue Wickham. 

01798 342081  

Parish Clerk: Ella Marks     clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com 07717 730919 

County Councillor: Janet Duncton  07979 152898  

District Councillor: Harsha Desai 07595 499122 

TILLINGTON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Vice-Chairman: Mike Wheller 01798 342680 

Treasurer: David Miles 07930 678135 

Secretary: Jon Pollard 01798 368246 

Bookings Clerk: Juliet Pollard 
tvhbookingsgu28@gmail.com 

01798 368246 

DUNCTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Chairman: Andrew Mills       andrew@duncton.org 07476 955885 

Vice-Chairman: Keith Napthine     keith@duncton.org 01798 669365 

Councillors: Richard Guy         Richard@duncton.org 
James Garrow       James@duncton.org 
Heather Lakin       Heather @duncton.org 
Sue Laker              Sue@duncton.org 

07900 823326 
07729 692895 

 
07979 506151 

County Councillor: Tom Richardson   Tom.richardson@westsussex.gov.uk  

District Councillor: John Cross 07592 307027 

MANAGEMENT TRUSTEES OF DUNCTON HALL 
AND RECREATION GROUND 

Chairman: Tom Cole 01798 343 938  

Treasurer: Andrew Beadsley 01798 343582 

Secretary: Alison Pindell 01798 343332 

Committee Members:  Peter Thomas, Sue Thomas, Helen Clifford  
 

ALL ENQUIRIES enquiry@dunctonvillagehall.org 
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EDITORIAL 
 
The year is rapidly drawing to a close and thoughts will be turning towards 
Christmas preparations and the start of a new year, and the fresh opportunities 
that may bring.  Incredible to think that we are almost a quarter of the way 
through the ónewô century. 
 
This issue of the magazine, covering both December and January, is full to 
bursting and, on that note, may we take this opportunity to thank all of our 
wonderful contributors, who provide us with so many varied and interesting 
articles.  Please do keep them coming!  Also, our very grateful thanks to all 
our advertisers, without whom we would not be able to bring this magazine to 
you free of charge. 
 
Inside this edition you will find an obituary on Sir Geoffrey Pattie (page 32), 
whose funeral service took place in Duncton recently, together with a sobering 
report from Jeremy Aitchison (page 36) on his recent trip taking supplies to 
Ukraine; the forbearance of the children he met, and of their carers, in such 
difficult circumstances, is astonishing.   
 
All the information about the Advent and Christmas services is included and 
there is also a report on the very successful Tillington Christmas Fair (page 
17) which has just taken place - congratulations to the new team who have 
taken on the organisation this year.  You will also find a delightful memoir of 
life in Tillington since the 1940s (page 18).  
 
There are all the regular features - Garden Notes, Desert Island Discs, poems 
and a recipe and the Kids pages with a Christmas theme.  This monthôs contri-
bution from the Sussex Wildlife Trust (page 43) gives us a fascinating insight 
into animal footprints ï maybe, having read this, someone will be able to find 
the tracks of Scotlandôs cloven-hoofed native haggis, who also makes a sea-
sonal appearance in the January section (page 40)!  And for those of you who 
enjoyed last monthôs report from the Footpath Warden, it appears he may have 
spoken too soon about óno murdersô in his last paragraph.  Read all about it 
(page 26), if you dare!!  Finally, take time to read about crossing the River Po, 
and maybe consider a fine dessert wine to sip while you mull over this maga-
zine or to accompany your Christmas pudding on Christmas Day. 
 
With best wishes from the Editorial team to all our readers and advertisers for 
a very happy Christmas and a joyous and peaceful New Year. 
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FROM THE ALL HALLOWS UPPER ROOM 
 
As we step into the colder, shorter days of December and January, we may be 
entranced by twinkling lights, the scent of mulled wine, and gatherings with family 
and friends. But beyond the festive decorations and celebrations lies a deeper, more 
profound significance for these months. 
 
December marks the beginning of Advent, a season of anticipation and preparation 
for the celebration of Christôs birth. Advent is a time to reflect on the hope, love, 
joy and peace that Jesus brings into our lives. As we light each candle on the 
Advent crown, we are reminded of the light that Christ brings into the world, 
dispelling the darkness and guiding our paths. 
 
The story of Jesus' birth is one of humble beginnings. Born in a stable, laid in a 
manger, and visited by shepherds, Jesus came into the world not as a king in a 
palace, but as a saviour for all humanity. This humble beginning reminds us that 
God's love is for everyone, regardless of status or circumstance. It challenges us to 
see the divine in the ordinary and to recognize the value of every person. 
 
As we move into January, we celebrate Epiphany, the manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles, represented by the visit of the Magi. The wise men followed a star, a light 
in the night sky, to find the newborn king. Their journey reminds us that seeking 
Jesus requires faith and perseverance, and that His light is meant to be shared with 
all nations. 
 
As ever, news of continuing wars and violence in distant and, in the case of 
Ukraine, not-so-distant, places is disturbing. Please pray that Godôs kingdom of 
justice and peace will prevail. In our villages the darkness of winter, which can 
sometimes feel overwhelming, can be overcome. The light of Christ offers us hope 
and direction. We can reflect this light in our interactions with one another. Simple 
acts of kindness, a listening ear, or a helping hand can bring the love of Jesus into 
our everyday lives. 
 
Please think of neighbours who may be struggling during the festive season. For 
some, Christmas can be a difficult time, filled with memories of lost loved ones or 
challenges that seem insurmountable.  
 
In these months of December and January, let us carry the light of Christ in our 
hearts and share it with those around us. May we be beacons of hope, love, joy and 
peace, illuminating the darkness and bringing warmth to those whom we encounter. 
As we journey through these winter months, may we be reminded of the true 
meaning of this season and strive to live out the message of Christôs love each day. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year. See you in church! 

 

 In friendship, 
 

David Crook 
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

 

Please Come to the  

Christmas Lunch 
in Tillington Village Hall 

  
Friday 13th December 
at 12.15 for 12.30 lunch 

  
Tickets ¾10 each, payable at the door. 

  

We look forward to seeing you! 
  

Please telephone Gillie on 342231 or Mark on 

344489, to make sure of your place. 

TILLINGTON MENôS BREAKFASTS  
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 7th 
Paul de Zulueta, an Upperton resident, will be our speaker.  Paul, a published 
author, is presently writing a book on his great aunt Daphne Du Maurier. He 
was in the Army, and previously in investor relations and a conference speaker. 
His subject is The Window Tax which lasted an astonishingly long time, from 
1696 to 1851. A most unusual tax with large consequences. 
 
SATURDAY JANUARY 4th 
Our speaker will be Andy Bliss, QPM, High Sheriff of West Sussex in 2023. 
He will speak and show pictures on 'Historic Treasures - Ten intriguing ar-
chaeological and archive finds that shine a light on the history of our coun-
tyô. This is the first archaeological talk that we have had. Prior to becoming 
High Sheriff, Andy was a Chief Constable.  

 
8.15 for 8.30 in Tillington Village Hall. 
All men welcome.  
Please book in to Gerald Geraldgreshamcooke@gmail.com 
The cost is Ã7 on the door.  
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NOTICE BOARD 
 

PARISH WORK PARTY 
 

Following the successful parish litter pick in the summer, we will be holding 
another one on Saturday, 11th January 10.00-13.00, timed so that the grass 
and undergrowth will be at its lowest, and widened in scope so that it includes 
some basic maintenance on benches, etc.  
 
Please save the date, and let the parish clerk 
(clerktillingtonpc@gmail.com) know if you are able to come.  

 

Send your notices to 
3parishesmagazine@gmail.com, headed Notice Board. 

HEARTSMART WALKS 
 

Friday 6th December ï 10.30am 
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ARTISTIC GIANTS  
Leader: Gerald. Duration: 1.5 hours. Distance: 2 miles.  

 

800 years old Tillington Church is the only church in the country that both 
artistic giants ï JMW Turner and John Constable ï painted. We will trace the 
exact location from where these two artistic giants painted the church. Consta-
bleôs painting is in the British Museum; Turnerôs is The Fighting Bucks in Pet-
worth House.  Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington.  
 

Thursday 16th January ï 10.30am 
TILLINGTONôS MINI STATELY HOME ï PITSHILL HOUSE 

Leader: Gerald. Duration: 1.5 hours. Distance: 3 miles.  
 

This lovely walk is via the Tillington vineyards and then to see the outside of 
Pitshill House. It won the 2017 Georgian Group's top Architectural Award, 
and was awarded second prize in the 2017 Historic Houses Association Rest-
oration Awards. Time to pause and admire this mini Stately Home. Firm and 
pleasant going. Meet: The Horse Guards Inn, Upperton Road, Tillington. 
 

Contact Gerald if uncertain on 07748 597 568. Dogs are welcome.   

 

 
See also: 
CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES FOR ALL THE FAMILY - Page 29  
ADVENT COURSE - Page 16 
PETWORTH TOWN BAND CONCERT - Page 44 

mailto:ellajarvis@hotmail.co.uk
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

All Hallows Church, Tillington 
 

Baptisms 
9 November - Bodie Agar 

23 November - Reginald Boyce 
 

Wedding 
30 November - Charlotte Holgate and Samuel Johns 

  
Holy Trinity Church, Duncton 

 

Funeral 
8 November - Sir Geoffrey Pattie 

ADVENT SESSIONS WITH A DIFFERENCE 
 
Monday 2nd December 
St Maryôs Church, Fittleworth 
 

Monday 16th December 
All Hallows Church,Tillington 
 

Both at 7pm for light refreshments ahead of a 7.30pm start 
 

On Monday 2nd December come and watch the delightful 1947 film, The Bish-
opôs Wife in St Maryôs Church, Fittleworth (110 minutes). It is a film which 
works on a number of different levels, including a film with a Christian mes-
sage. One review says, ñThough disguised in holiday trappings, The Bishopôs 
Wife is about human frailty, thwarted ambition, and the humble rewards that 
accompany doing the right thingò. Those interested in briefly discussing the film 
can stay afterwards. I hope you will, but there is no obligation to do so. 
 

On Monday 16th December, weôll have a one-off Book Club meeting at All 
Hallows Church, Tillington to discuss Stephen Cottrellôs (2014) book, Walking 
Backwards to Christmas (114 pages and an easy read). One review says, ñIt 
brings a fresh take on the Christmas story, as it tells the story of some of those 
Bible characters that you wouldnôt normally associate with the Nativity. Such 
viewpoints include the wife of the innkeeper, who offers his stable to Mary and 
Joseph and the distraught mother, Rachel, whose baby son is killed in Herodôs 
massacre as he searches for the infant King. This book tells the entire story 
backwardsò. It can be ordered locally or is available on Amazon. I am happy to 
order copies on behalf of anyone who would like me to. 
 

David Crook 
email: david.crook15@btinternet.com 
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TILLINGTON VILLAGE FAYRE 

Saturday 16th September 2024 

 
Christmas came early to Tillington this year with the annual Christmas Fair be-
ing held a week in advance of the usual date due to Village Hall availability.  
We had a fantastic team to help deliver this event.  Vivien Bailey, Mary Connor 
and Andrina Lunt led the way and had their work cut out to match the efforts of 
the previous fabulous organisers, Angela & Gerald Gresham Cooke, who pro-
vided great advice and assisted on the day, which was much appreciated.   
 
The Christmas Fair team was similar to last year but with a few new and wel-
come recruits. All the usual stalls were there, as well as refreshments, bacon 
butties, mulled wine and mince pies; and we had a splendid turnout on the day. 
 
The Silent Auction, as in previous years, was the star of the show.  Jo Clevely 
did a stunning job drumming up some amazing items, resulting in it achieving 
its best ever result. 
 
There are so many people to thank for the fabulous donations, support and stall 
management ï too many to go into here, but you/we know who you are.  Suffice 
to say, we have been hugely appreciative of all efforts along the way and, not 
least, on the day.  A private acknowledgement of thanks will be sent to key do-
nors over the coming week. 

In closing, we wish you all a very happy, healthy and fun festive season and 
thank you most sincerely.   
 

Mary Connor, on behalf of the Organisers 
 

P.S. Funds raised will go to the Church, the Village Hall and Alzheimers UK.  
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TILLINGTON BORN AND BRED 
 
Mike Booker was born here in Tillington, in 1941, and has lived here with only 
a few breaks, ever since. At the age of 83, he has many memories of how the 
village was, and how it has changed over the decades. Here Mike shares some 
of his memories with Liz Young. 
  
My story starts when my parents came here to Tillington, where they had fami-
ly connections, in 1939 at the outbreak of WWII. They felt, probably rightly, 
that it would be a safer place to live and raise children, safer than South Lon-
don, anyway.  The first house they had was in Westside A, but in 1940 they 
moved into this house, No 6, where they stayed for the rest of their lives.  
There was a good community here, many of the houses were rented by em-
ployees of the South Downs Bus Company, so everyone knew each other.  The 
houses here were built in the 1920s, and my house is one of the last still in its 
original form, most having been extended and altered.  There was an orchard at 
the far end of Westside, until Pooh Corner and Oak Ley were built in the 
1960s-70s. The Harrows was built as council housing in the 1950s, and my 
sister and her family came to live just over the back from us, so I had a cousin 
at the end of the garden! 
 
I was born in 1941, and although there was a village school in Tillington,  I 
was sent to Midhurst Convent.  But all the boys had to leave the Convent at 
age 8, so then I came to school here. There were two classes with a partition 
down the middle, and on New Yearôs Eve they removed the partition for a 
dance which was a great event, with the hokey-cokey, and a conga line out in 
the road!  However, after a few months,  I went on to Petworth School, which 
was an all boysô school then in Pound Street.  But eventually I commuted to 
school in Carshalton, along with my father who worked up there.   
 
My father was in the Home Guard during the war, and they used to practise 
manoeuvres up on the common opposite the Monument. Later on, we kids 
used to play up there, digging up spent ammo cases and all kinds of stuff, so 
much so that we would build bikes out of bits of metal, and ride them home, 
much to our mothersô horror, Iôm sure! I even remember finding old war med-
als up there. That area had also been the village rubbish dump, and even when 
the council collections began, they dumped the rubbish there too.     
 
The village hall was built in 1958, mostly by donations from villagers.  You 
could óbuyô a brick and have your name inscribed on it,  and those donated 
bricks are part of the fabric of the building. The shop and post office was still 
open then, indeed until 1998, (how we wish there was still a shop here!). This 
was, of course, what is now Angela and Geraldôs home, next to the pub. 
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The óbig houseô in the village was the Old Rectory.  But when I was young, 
the house was occupied by Commander Walker, and then in the 1960s by 
Rear Admiral Evershed and his family.  In the summer, they usually held a 
fete, and in 1963 they held a óTamashaô (an Urdu word for an entertainment  ï  
the word dates from 1872 according to the Shorter Oxford Dictionary).  This 
was a big affair, opened by the famous Katie Boyle, involving the Marine Ca-
det band, flights in a light aircraft from the field over the road, a car rally in 
the field next door, and a big raffle, in which my wife Daphne won a fridge! 
Lovely, if rather awkward to get home. Daphne and I were living in London 
just then, and I had to borrow my fatherôs brand new Hillman Minx to 
transport it, which he was not best pleased about! Mrs. Evershed continued to 
live in the big house until 1974, when the house was given to the Lantern 
Childrenôs Home.  It remained as a childrenôs home until the 1990s, when it 
was divided into three homes. 
 
And of course there was the church, where in the early ô50s I sang in the choir 
on Sundays. At Christmas, Colonel Mitford-Slade came and handed out half a 
crown to each choir member, but if you had missed any Sundays during the 
year you didnôt get one. (Half-a-crown is now 25p, I think. Worth more in 
those days than it would be now!) 
 
Of course, lots of things have changed in the village and many of the people I 
knew growing up are now gone.  But most of the houses are the same, the pub 
and the church are still there. Some of my old friends are still here, and we 
would all drink to Tillington being a lovely place to live. 

 
 

 

 

Bob & Sue Rance 

wish all their friends in the 

local community  

A Very Merry Christmas  

and 

A Healthy and Happy New Year  
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PUDDING WINES ï A WINTER INDULGENCE 
 
Sitting by the fire with the remains of the Christmas pud, or ending a more 
elaborate meal with a yummy dessert, there is nothing so exquisitely indulgent 
than to pour a glass or two of a pudding wine, or as the cognoscenti say óa des-
sert wineô. 
 
These intensely sweet wines are nectar to the palate, but also, because of their 
higher alcohol content, they cut through any ócloyinessô of the dessert itself. 
For the same reason some will drink them with a rich pat® (for example Mon-
bazillac with foie gras is a combination made in heaven). 
 
These pudding wines are now produced around the world by one of four pro-
cesses usually using very late picked grapes with their higher sugar content. 
Because the yield is small the prices tend to be higher than other wines. 
 
The first process therefore is simply to wait until the grapes are shrivelled, 
picking them very late as in the Canadian óice winesô. The grapes are picked in 
one harvest when the temperature falls to -8C, possibly as late as the new year. 
The water content is frozen, but the sugars are not. This process probably origi-
nated in Europe in Roman times as described by Pliny the elder in the late first 
century AD. The Germans developed the skills in making óeisweinsô. These 
have increased in popularity again since the 1960s and were introduced to Brit-
ish Columbia by a German in 1972. 
 
The second process depends on late picked grapes infected with ónoble rotô, or 
Botrytis cinerea, a necrotrophic fungus, which feeds off the grapes and adds 
sweetness and various enticing aromas of saffron, apricots and honey. The 
French sauternes are the prime examples of these grapes, as in the world-
famous Chateau dôYquem. However, there are many other stunning óBotrytisô 
wines in Europe such as Tokaji Aszu, a legendary and also very expensive 
sweet nectar from the Tokaj region of Hungary. Not surprisingly Botrytis ci-
nerea has also been introduced elsewhere in the world with varying success. 
 
The third process is called ófortificationô when a spirit such as grape brandy is 
added to the wine base. Other grape or grain spirits can be used. Port, Sherry, 
Madeira and Marsala are examples of fortified wines. The sweetness in some 
of these is achieved by adding the spirit before fermentation so that the added 
alcohol kills the yeast but leaves the residual sugars, resulting in a wine both 
sweeter and stronger. 
 
The fourth process is by drying out grapes on straw mats, hence the name 
óStraw winesô. Unlike the botrytis affected grapes, straw wines require healthy 
grapes, often sauvignon blanc or chenin blanc varieties, laid out on mats to dry, 
losing fluid gradually over 60 ï 90 days as the sugar content increases. As it  
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requires a steady dry climate it is used to produce some delicious wines in 
South Africa and also in Italy. However, it is recorded that the technique origi-
nated amongst ancient Greek farmers who apparently had a sweet tooth. 
 
So, for that mellow, cosy winterôs evening as you savour your pudding, which 
wine will you choose? A Sauterne, a Trochenbeerenauslese from Germany, a 
late harvest Zinfandel from California, perhaps an óice wineô from Canada, or 
a óstraw wineô from South Africa. Go on, push the boat out. Buy a Chateau 
dôYquem 2001 stellar vintage at about Ã450 for a half bottle! 
 
Better still, ask Father Christmas ï but donôt share it with him. 
 

Ian Fergusson 

 CHRISTMAS LEFTOVERS  - HASHED HAM CAKES 
 
 

You could obviously add a little turkey to this one if you want to ... but new 
ways of using any leftovers are always welcome ... 
 
Ingredients: 
 

12 oz cooked ham chopped into chunks 
1 onion, in quarters 
8 oz boiled potatoes 
1 egg 
1 tbsp chopped gherkins 
1 tsp Dijon mustard 
1 tbsp chopped parsley 
2 oz fine golden breadcrumbs 
1 tbsp Butter 
1 tbsp Oil. 
black pepper 
 
Method: 
 

Put ham, onion, cooked potatoes, egg and parsley in Magimix and whizz un-
til ham is cut up quite finely.  Put in a bowl and add chopped gherkins, mus-
tard and grind in some black pepper.  Divide into 8 portions as round cakes, 
and cover with a light coating of breadcrumbs.  Put in the fridge to chill until 
needed.  Fry them in the butter until golden on each side (5-8 minutes) and 
serve. You could add chutney, or pickled cucumbers, or a dipping sauce to 
eat with these delicious Ham Cakes. 

Shelley Fergusson 

(Thanks to Delia Smith for her inspiration.) 
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GODôS BOATMAN 
 
Anyone walking from the Alps to Rome on the traditional óVia Francigenaô 
must cross the River Po. Itôs the longest Italian river, running east-west to the 
Adriatic south of Venice. Itôs embanked for many miles, against mighty floods, 
and its greatest breadth is nearly a mile. So you can either head off to find a 
bridge, or use the ferry, tiny but famous, that started 1,000 years ago at a mi-
nute, remote village called Corte SantôAndrea. No contest, then! 
 
 First comes a phone call to book a seat, using the number in the pilgrim guide-
book. The conversation usually goes, roughly: 
 
óHello?ô 
óAllo.ô 
óFerry?ô  
óSiô. 
óPilgrim.ô 
óPellegrino!ô 
óTomorrow?ô 
óDomani, si.ô 
óNine oôclock?ô 
óSiô.  (Click, drrrrrrrr.) 
 
So, place reserved, I stood clutching a ten-euro note in a little grassy riverbank 
area with two other pilgrims I had never met before. We exchanged names: 
Heinz, retired, from near Z¿rich; Fabio, a Italian postman; me, retired teacher. 
At about nine, up puttered a little flat metal boat driven by the ferryman, 
Danilo Parisi. He revived the crossing in 1998 and his calling is to run it, plus a 
pilgrim hostel, the óCaupona Sigericoô, named after the Archbishop of Canter-
bury who crossed here in 990AD.  We three scrambled down the makeshift 
gangway, plunked our rucksacks on the deck (gestures indicated, ójust there, or 
we will tip!ô) and sat on seats at gunwale level. Danilo manned the inboard 
motor at the stern. Off we set for an open-air twenty-minute ride. All around us 
was water as wide as a lake and beyond that woods and fields ï no perceptible 
current, but I did keep an eye on which bank was nearer. There was chat in a 
patchwork of languages, and then we arrived at our ópierô ï slippery metal 
steps up a tall grassy embankment.   
 
Once over the bank we found a grove with a commemorative column. There, 
Danilo went through the siteôs history from the time of Saint Columban, who 
journeyed from Ireland and founded a monastery 30 miles away in the 600s 
AD.  (The Roman road used it earlier, too.) Then, as the guidebook had said 
would happen, we all went to Daniloôs house, behind a second tall embank-
ment.  
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On a shady terrace looking over the fields, Danilo keeps his big pilgrim ledger, 
bound like a medieval book into wooden covers (he found the wood floating in 
the river and patterned it with fish). Our names, addresses, starts of route and 
destinations, jobs and ages, joined the thousands written by others over the 
years. And Danilo marked our ópilgrim passportsô with his wooden-handled 
stamp. óSorry itôs so big,ô we understood him to say, óbut the earlier one was 
smaller and the dog ate it.ô It was the sort of place where you could believe 
that ï a sprawling stone building covered in plaques, notices and curiosities, 
draped with creepers and set amid the fields. The local bishop knows all about 
Danilo and his hospitality, authorises him to give out ópilgrim passportsô and 
inspects the records every year. He should be well pleased with this faithful 
servant! 
 
There were many miles to go that day for Heinz, Fabio and me, so we set out 
across the farmland to the next village, Calendasco. It was a beautiful sunny 
day and a great walk, and we found plenty to talk about. In the village was a 
welcome caf® and, ready to call the waitress, my husband, Mark (my ósafety 
carô). After a while, we all moved on. Separately, though: I think we all relish 
the solitude of walking and the contrast of company. Itôs a funny thing, pil-
grimage, sometimes easy, sometimes pretty uncomfortable, lonely very sel-
dom, but every now and then it offers a real gem of fellowship, like our trip 
with the one and only Danilo.   

Lee Lavington 
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FAMILY CHRISTMAS QUIZ 
 

Test your knowledge with Wendy and Kevinôs  
quiz for all ages 

(answers can be found on page 46) 
 

Film 
 

1. Name the male actor who co-starred with Bing Crosbie in White Christmas. 

2. Where are the McAllister family travelling to when they leave Kevin be-
hind in Home Alone? 

3. What is Frosty the Snowmanôs nose made of? 

4. Name the village in The Grinch. 

5. Name these three films: 

6. What colour is the snowmanôs hat and scarf in the film The Snowman? 

7. Name the character played by Will Ferrel in the movie Elf. 

8. Which actor plays 6 different characters in The Polar Express? 

9. Name the actor who plays Kris Kringle, in the 1994 remake of Miracle on 
34th Street. 

10. What does the boy in The Polar Express lose? 

 

Music 
 

11. What is the UK number one selling Christmas song of all time? 

12. Which popular band had four Christmas No.1 hits in the 60ôs. 

13. Name the first song to be played in space? 

14. What is regarded as the UKôs oldest Christmas Carol? 

15. How many lords are leaping in The 12 Days of Christmas? 

16. Name the song that mentions figgy pudding. 

17. Who had five consecutive Christmas No.1 songs in the years 2018-2022? 

18. Name the above (one point for each answer). 
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19. In 1980, St Winifredôs School Choir had a Christmas hit with song about 
which family member? 

20. In which years did Queenôs Bohemian Rhapsody occupy the Christmas   
No.1 spot?  

 
The Christmas Story 
 
21. In which town was Jesus born? 

22. How did the three wise men find Jesus? 

23. Who told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus? 

24. The new-born Jesus was laid in a manger.  What is a manger? 

25. How old was Jesus when he was officially given his name? 

26. What was frankincense and myrrh used for? 

 

General 
 
27. Where does Santa Claus live? 

28. Which island does Santa Clause first visit on Christmas Day? 

29. Name Santaôs reindeers (1 point for each). 

30. What kind of edible houses are popular around Christmas time? 

31. How do you say ñMerry Christmasò in French? 

32. Which country gives London the Trafalgar Square Christmas tree each year? 

33. In the poem ôTwas the Night Before Christmas, which animal was not     
stirring? 

 

True or False 
 
33. Die Hard is considered a Christmas Film. 

34. Christmas pudding was originally made with meat, not fruit? 

35. Santa Claus drives a Ferrari. 

36. In A Christmas Carol, Scroogeôs first name is Sneezer. 

37. The first Christmas crackers were made in the UK. 

38. Sir Isaac Newton was born on Christmas Day. 

39. The words to Once in Royal Davidôs City were written by Shakespeare. 

40. William the Conqueror was crowned king of England on Christmas Day. 
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THE FOOTPATH WARDEN MURDER 
 

Midsummerôs Day and already quite warm in the village of Tillingworth. Waldorf 
the spaniel looked at the clock.  It was 9.00 so he nuzzled Phil DôArquette, the foot-
path warden.  Time for the morning walk.  Phil tenderly kissed his lovely wife, Hen-
rietta, proprietor of Posh Panties in the nearby market town and marched off on his 
footpath patrol, Waldorf at his heels thinking of squirrels. 
 

Henrietta had returned Philôs kiss but inside she was seething with anger.  Her birth-
day gift from Phil had been underwear from rival boutique, Bodacious Brassieres.  
So disloyal! 
 

Earlier, Phil had planned his route.  Patrick McVitie, the district PRoW officer, was 
not taking calls, so Phil consulted Gerry Eton-Chef, the former footpath warden, 
about reports of a tree blocking a footpath at What3Words Tea.bun.resting.  Anna 
Bright who lived there had been lobbying him for days to get the tree moved, even 
threatening to report Waldorf to the RSPCA for cruelty to squirrels.  Gerry recom-
mended talking to McVitie about it.  He was still somewhat resentful of Phil for tak-
ing his job during a tense Parish Council meeting so Phil decided to walk to the tree 
and speak to Anna. 
 

At 10.30, Henrietta looked out for Phil and Waldorf.  Surely theyôd be back soon.  
Then she heard a whimper at the back door.  There was Waldorf, downcast, tail not 
wagging.  In his mouth a bloodstained dagger!  Henrietta knew at once that the un-
derlying tensions in the idyllic Sussex countryside had boiled over into MURDER.  
She carefully removed the dagger from Waldorfôs jaws. 
 

*************************** 
Detective Inspector Nettles stood over Philôs bloodstained body.  It was in a ditch 
beside the footpath in front of a fallen tree, blood still oozing through a green Schof-
fel jacket from the dagger wound in Philôs chest.  Who stabbed Phil and why? 
 

DI Nettles had spent some time with the distraught Henrietta.  She had been at home 
checking the bank statements for Posh Panties between 9.00 and 10.30, listening, she 
said, to The Archers.  She told the detective about McVitie not taking calls, saying 
she suspected he was still loyal to Gerry Eton-Chef, who she said was resentful of 
the way Phil had ousted him at a Parish Council meeting. She also mentioned Anna 
Bright, the angry householder. 
 

Gerry was delighted to meet DI Nettles.  Gerryôs stylish wife Angie, just back from 
fishing, made them a pot of tea with real tea leaves and they sat in the front parlour 
opposite the picturesque Tillingworth Church and discussed the case.  Angie looked 
shocked.  ñHow could such a thing happen?ò she asked.   DI Nettles noticed her 
glance at Gerry, who said that he had walked up the main street with his dog just 
after 9.00 and later had spoken to his friend Patrick McVitie on the phone.  They had 
discussed the recently deceased footpath warden and did not think he was doing a 
good job, clearly still angry about the way he had stolen control of the footpaths 
from Gerry. ñSurely officer, you donôt suspect me?ò 
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Patrick McVitie provided the alibi for Gerry.  Yes, he had phoned at about 9.30 and 
had spoken for perhaps thirty minutes.   
 

Anna Bright appeared very upset.  She told the detective she had been making jam 
from her glut of strawberries when interrupted by an unexpected visit from Phil.  
She had been angry with him.  The tree had fallen several days ago blocking her 
favourite walk.  They had spoken in the kitchen whilst she stirred the jam.  She had 
not shut the front door on such a lovely morning.  After Phil left, she noticed the 
regimental dagger in the hall had disappeared.  She had no alibi, unless the detective 
could obtain testimony from her cat, Lottie. 
 

************************** 
Captain Richard Joyce-Alvis presided over a gathering in a packed Tillingworth 
Village Hall.   In the front row sat Henrietta, dressed in black, Waldorf curled up at 
her feet.  Beside her sat Gerry and Angie, Anna and Patrick.  DI Nettles joined the 
Captain on the stage. 
 

ñFirst of all, thank you all for coming.  This has been a sad and difficult case.  Gerry 
Eton-Chef gave me a convincing account of his movements on the morning of Mid-
summerôs Day, but I felt he had a possible motive in the way he was usurped as 
footpath warden.  Had it not been for the testimony of Patrick McVitie, I would have 
wondered but Gerry has an alibi for the crucial time.ò 
 

ñHenriettaôs were the only fingerprints on the dagger, but she took it from the jaws 
of Waldorf. The dagger came from Annaôs hallway and would have been visible 
from the open front door.  Anna had no alibi and admitted to being angry with Phil 
about the tree blocking her favourite footpath.  Was Anna capable of murder?ò 
 

ñThen I had to consider Henrietta, who had no apparent motive, yet I was suspi-
cious.  Why should she tell me she had been listening to the Archers?  I have here 
the Radio Times for Midsummerôs Day and the Archers was not on until 11.00 am.ò 
 

ñMy wifeôs birthday was approaching and I visited Bodacious Brassieres and got 
talking to the proprietor.  Not only was the deceased a customer but he had been 
discussing selling his shares in Posh Panties to them.  This was the breakthrough I 
needed.  What had Henrietta seen on the bank statements?ò 
 

ñFootprints confirmed that Henrietta followed her husband that fateful morning and 
hid behind the fallen tree.  I believe she snatched the dagger and confronted him as 
he emerged from his meeting with Anna, leaving the dagger ready, I suspect, beside 
the ditch.  Phil was a big strong man.  It would have been hard to stab him in the 
chest but not so difficult for the woman he loved.  He would not have suspected a 
thing until it was too late.  Poor fellow!ò 
 

A police officer was working his way between the chairs in the hall.  ñHenrietta 
DôArquetteò he said, ñI arrest you on suspicion of the murder of your husband, 
Philip DôArquette.ò 

Wm Toily-Thread 

 

Authorôs note:  The village and characters in this story are entirely fictitious. 
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MY DESERT ISLAND DISCS 

by Duncan Roberts 
 

I have lived in Westside for nearly 25 years with my wife, Sue. I started with a 
list of over 100 songs and tried to whittle them down - if only Roy Plomley had 
allowed something like 50 songs in his original concept for Desert Island Discs! 

 
1. (Sittinô on) The Dock Of The Bay ï Otis Redding. One of the last songs and 
one of the best in his short career and who knows what else he may have 
written. 

2. Albatross ï Fleetwood Mac. From the Peter Green version of Fleetwood 
Mac before they went on to global stardom. This and Oh Well were part of 
my early music collection. 

3. Move on up ï Curtis Mayfield. A great piece of soul/funk that I have always 
loved. 

4. Baker Street ï Gerry Rafferty. Probably the best saxophone solo you will 
hear on any record (in my opinion!) 

5. Radar Love ï Golden Earring. There is nothing better than having this play-
ing on a long drive. 

6. Ramble On ï Led Zeppelin. I think this was on the second album I ever 
bought, Led Zeppelin 2, I still have the original vinyl which is showing its 
age through the number of plays. 

7. Black Magic Woman ï Santana. Amazing guitar playing by Carlos Santana 
is the hallmark of most of their music and they are still going today. 

8. Clear White Light ï Lindisfarne. Having been born and brought up in the 
North East this was a compulsory choice. 

 

If I could save only one recording from the waves it would be (Sittinô on) The 
Dock Of The Bay which I would play while sitting on the dock I will have con-
structed in the early days of being a castaway. 
 
My choice of book would be Shogun by James Clavell, the story of a stranger in 
a strange land which should inspire me when on the island. 
 
My luxury item would be a snooker table. I have only played it occasionally but 
have always thought I could get really good if only I practised. I should have 
more than enough time to test that delusion. 
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NEW BENCH IN ORCHARD 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES SUITABLE FOR ALL AGES 
(plus video screening) 

  
CHRISTINGLE: Sunday, December 1st at 4pm, with video  
For our short candlelit Service, there will be a Christingle for  
everybody.  Thanks to the purchase of our new Monitoring Screen, 
there will be a showing of an animated video of the work of 
the Childrenôs Society, still going strong after 140 years. 
 
CRIB SERVICE:  Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 
24th at 4.30pm 
Holy Trinity, Duncton. 
  
CHRISTMAS DAY: Wednesday, December 25th at 9.30am 
A Christmas service, with Communion, for people of all ages 
with Canon John Bundock. Children will be warmly welcomed 
and weôd love to know what presents youôve received. Bring them 
with you if theyôre not too big! 
 
SUNDAY JANUARY 5th : All Age Breakfast Service 9.45am 
for bacon butties, with the All Age Service at 10.15. The theme this 
year is The Lordôs Prayer so we will be starting with the Epipha-
ny story with a difference. 

 

See full list of services overleaf. 
Contact Gerald (342151), Annie (342507) for more information. 

 

TILLINGTON LOCAL CARE (TLC) 
 
07910 234 862 
 
 

 

 
DO YOU NEED HELP WITH APPLYING FOR PENSION CREDIT? 
 
The Government has withdrawn the Winter Fuel Allowance from most pen-
sioners.  However you can still qualify if you are eligible for Pension Cred-
it.  If you are thinking of applying but feel daunted by the paperwork,  
Tillington Local Care (TLC) could help with the form filling process.  We can 
put you in touch with someone in Tillington who'll be happy to help in com-
plete confidence, or, if you prefer, we can drive you down to the local Citizens 
Advice Bureau. 
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TILLINGTON, DUNCTON AND UPWALTHAM CHURCH  

SERVICES DURING DECEMBER 2024 

  All Hallows 
Church,  
Tillington 

Holy Trinity 
Church, 
Duncton 

St Maryôs 
Church, 
Upwaltham 

Advent Sunday, 
1 December 

Christingle Service 
at 4pm 

There is no morning 
service at Tillington 

    

Wednesday, 
4 December 

BCP Holy  
Communion at 10am 

    

Second Sunday 
of Advent, 
8 December 

Parish Communion at 
9.30am 

Parish Communion 
at 11am 

  

  

Third Sunday of 
Advent, 
15 December 

BCP Holy  
Communion at 
9.30am 

Service of Lessons 
and Carols at 6pm 

Service of Lessons 
and Carols with 
Holy Communion 
at 11.30am 

Wednesday, 
18 December 

BCP Holy  
Communion at 10am 

    

Fourth Sunday of 
Advent, 
22 December 

Service of Lessons 
and Carols at 6pm 
There is no morning 
service at Tillington 

BCP Holy Com-
munion at 11am 

  

Christmas Eve,  
24 December 

  Family Crib Service 
at 4.30pm 

  

Christmas Day, 
25 December 

Family Communion 
at 9.30am 
We welcome 

Revôd Canon John 
Bundock 

    

First Sunday of 
Christmas, 
29 December 

There is one service only in our group 
Five parishes fifth-Sunday Covenant Communion 
at St Maryôs Church, Fittleworth at 10.30am 

Additional services in our group during December: 
 

1 December: 9.30am Parish Comôn at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Comôn at Stopham. 
8 December: 8am BCP Holy Communion at Fittleworth; 9.45am/10.15am Breakfast, 
then All-age Service at Fittleworth; 4pm BCP Evensong at Stopham. 
15 December: 9.30am Parish Comôn at Fittleworth; 11am BCP Holy Comôn at Stopham. 
20 December: from 7.30pm Carols in the Fittleworth Sports and Social Club 
21 December: from 10.30am Childrenôs workshop at Fittleworth, including Christingle 
making and decorating the tree.  

Continued on next page 



 

  
 
 


